St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
“People of Christ Making a Difference”
119 N Church Street
Lexington, SC
Baptism of Our Lord Sunday
January 10, 2021
WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE!
During this time of social distancing here are a few things to remember:
We are back to regular office hours Monday through Friday. Please don’t hesitate to let us know
how we can help! The pastors are available by calling the church (359-6562), calling the Crisis
Care Line after hours (808-6471), or emailing them (pat@sslc.org and/or
jasonantley@earthlink.net)
If you visit our website (www.sslc.org) you will see additions to the main page. On your phone,
please make sure you are on the full website (just scroll down and click the icon that says full
website). At the top you will see SIX RED BOXES. Here are the details:
Box 1) “Weekly Bulletins” – which will correspond to the services on YouTube.
Box 2) “Virtual Communion” – explanation and instructions for communing at home during virtual
worship.
Box 3) “Click Here For Our YouTube” – where you can click to participate in our virtual worship
services, or you can copy and paste tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship into your browser to take you there
directly. Services will be livestreamed at 12:30 PM on Wednesdays and 8:30 AM on Sundays.
Box 4) “Latest Church Update” – where we will post the latest COVID-19 church update.
Box 5) “Online Giving” – Don’t forget to support our ministry during this time apart by either
mailing your donations to the church (119 N Church Street, Lexington, SC 29072), giving online, or
giving through the Givelify app. This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving. For
more details please call the church office to contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya
Reynolds.
Box 6) “Green Sheet Announcements” – this is the green bulletin insert you would normally get
on Sunday.
If you need any sort of assistance (ie needing food, getting groceries or prescriptions, going to
medical appointments, anything at all), please call the church office or one of the pastors. We
have folks who are willing to help in any way they can! Please take time to call folks who may not
have a strong network and may be in need. Neighbors helping neighbors is one way we can be
“People of Christ Making a Difference!”
We will continue sending out emails but you can also check out our website and our Facebook
page for updates. God bless you! We love you! Stay safe out there!
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GATHERING MUSIC
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
A MOMENT FOR PEACE
PRELUDE
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, who stretches out the
heavens, who sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Loving God,
we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. Forgive us for the
times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not spoken or acted at all; we have
hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we have yet to know; we have thought more
about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us
around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again as your children. Amen.
Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. God’s love never runs out. God never tires
of calling us beloved children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of +
Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.
RESPONSIVE LITURGY
It is the Lord, our God, who has saved us and lifted us up!
Let us remember our baptism; let us remember our Lord.
God in His great mercy has appointed a Savior to go through a baptism of great suffering and
death in our stead.
Let us remember our baptism; let us remember our Lord.
Come, let us worship the Lord, our God,
And give him praise for our salvation!
THE SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
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FIRST READING

Genesis 1:1-5

1

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
3
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good;
and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY
1
Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength.
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness.
3
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the | mighty waters.
4
The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.
5
The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
6
the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. R
7
The voice | of the LORD
bursts forth in | lightning flashes.
8
The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.
9
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!”
10
The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.
11
O LORD, give strength | to your people;
give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. R
SECOND READING

Psalm 29

Acts 19:1-7

1

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus,
where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then
he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said,
“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to
come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in
tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen.

THE HOLY GOSPEL

St. Mark 1:4-11

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I
am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water;
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee
and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Pastor Jason

SERMON

Pastor Jason

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”
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Christ, when for us you were baptized, God's Spirit on you came,
as peaceful as a dove, and yet as urgent as a flame, as urgent as a flame.
Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord; your cross on us be signed,
that likewise in God's service we may perfect freedom find, may perfect freedom find.
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
PRESENTATION
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make public
affirmation of baptism into Christ.
Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in
baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished
us in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism,
and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.
Amen.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
AFFIRMATION
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God
made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new
birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy
Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
OFFERING
It is during times like these that we notice an even greater purpose for our ministry and life together
in Christ as we love and support each other and the world around us. Don’t forget to support our
ministry by mailing your offering to the church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify
app. This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving. For more details please contact
our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.
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Anthem

"Waterlife"
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Before I can remember the covenant was sealed with Father, Son, and Spirit, in water was
revealed. The cleansing was for certain, with water and the Word; gentle words were spoken, in
heaven they were heard.
Refrain: They were singing waterlife, beginning life, waterlife all my life
waterlife, Spirit life, waterlife.
A simple sweet beginning, a loving place to start; Christ began the singing that swells within my
heart. His love became my calling, his life my ministry. His name is my adoption into his family.
Refrain
My hope and expectation for true community begins with resurrection, his death and life in me. His
Spirit fills the Body: his church through water sees promise for tomorrow, his waterlife in me.
Refrain
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your
tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this same love,
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! This Holy Sacrament is a fundamental
part of how we participate in worship and receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for
us for the forgiveness of our sins. It is customary to use bread and wine for this meal, however
with the given circumstances we invite you to find whatever is most appropriate in your context for
your family to share. As you gather together to receive the real presence of Christ found in, with,
and under the elements, be assured that the gifts we are given by God in the Holy Sacrament
transcend space and time. May we be fed and nourished by God through this meal so that we
may persevere and continue in discipleship this and every day.

C

(As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.
The communicant may say: “Amen.”)
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our journey.
Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and
serve others in your name.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and the
blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with
you always.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

”Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise;
manifested by the star to the sages from afar,
branch of royal David's stem in thy birth at Bethlehem:
anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest.
Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, present in thy holy word;
grace to imitate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
that we might become like thee at thy great epiphany,
and may praise thee, ever blest, God in flesh made manifest.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the light of Christ!
Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Frances Ann, Hattie Lee,
and Jeannie Boles by Joe Boles.

The Church Staff
Crisis Care Line: 808-6471
Website: www.sslc.org
The Rev. Dr. Patrick W. Riddle
The Rev. Jason T. Antley
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life
Mrs. Bailey Slice Parker, Music Director
Mr. Stephen Abbott, Seminarian
Mrs. Beth Haggard, Preschool Director
Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator
Mr. Eric Abramson, Sexton
The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus
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