EPIPHANY SUNDAY
JANUARY 10, 2021
MORNING PRAYER
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Presider:

Rev. Sharon Smith

Music:

Siiri Rebane,
Gordon Lee

Reader 1:
Vivian McGie
Reader 2:
Janet Benjamin
Intercessor: Deborah Foster
Altar Guild:
Sound:
Livestream:

Bonnie Grundy
Susana Valente
Armin
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Image on the Church of England website

Prelude
Arise, shine for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you

Welcome and Intentions: Rev Sharon
Presider:

For thousands of years, indigenous
people have walked on this land; their
relationship with the land is at the
centre of their lives and spirituality.
We are gathered on the traditional
territory of the Squamish and Tsleil
Waututh peoples.

All:

We acknowledge their stewardship of this
land.

Presider:

We who come from other lands express
our gratitude for the blessing of living,
working, playing, laughing and loving on
this beautiful land.

All:

Thanks to be God
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Opening hymn: As with Gladness men of Old
William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) wrote this Epiphany
hymn during an illness sometime around 1860.
Having read Matthew 2 as his morning devotional, he lay
in bed trying to put the words into a metrical form.
By evening, the text had been created.

As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold;
as with joy they hailed its light,
leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious Lord, may we
evermore be led to thee.
As with joyful steps they sped
to thy lowly manger-bed,
there to bend the knee before
thee, whom heaven and earth adore;
so may we with willing feet
ever seek the mercy-seat.
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As they offered gifts most rare
at that manger rude and bare;
so may we with joyful song,
raising voices pure and strong,
all our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to thee, our heavenly king.
In the heavenly country bright
need they no created light:
Thou its light, its joy, its crown,
thou its sun which goes not down;
there forever may we sing
Alleluias to our king.

Artist: James Tissot (French, 1836-1902)
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Gathering of the Community:
(Iona Abbey Worship Book, 2011 )
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:

Jesus says: I am the Way for you
And so we come to follow Christ.
Jesus says: I am the Truth for you
And so we come to dwell in the light,
Jesus says; I am the Life for you
And so we come, Leaving behind all
else to which we cling.

Presider:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
And the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all

People:

And also with you.

Presider:

Let us pray.

Prayer of the Day (Collect):
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006) alt)

Presider:
All:

Ever-living God,
you revealed the incarnation of your
Son by the brilliant shining of a star.
Shine the light of your justice
In our hearts and over all lands,
and accept our lives as the treasure we
offer in your praise and for your
service; through Jesus the Christ,
Amen.

Artist: Darko Topalksi
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Gloria:
Gloria, gloria
in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, gloria,
alleluia, alleluia

Artist: Alfred Joseph

Epiphany story: Rev. Sharon
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The Proclamation of the Word
First Reading: Isaiah 60: 1-6
Following the Babylonian exile, Jerusalem is assured that
nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of
God’s presence is in her midst.

Image from Centre Contemporary Canadian Art

Reader:
All:

Let us hear what the Spirit is saying.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14 (Paraphrase by Nan Merrill)
(The People are led by Reader: Janet Benjamin)

Presider:

Bring justice to the peoples, O Beloved, and
your mercy to all generations!

People:

May the people be known for mercy,
rendering justice to the poor!

Presider:

Let their spirits soar as the eagle, let joy
abide in every heart!

People:

May we heed the cry of the poor – the
young and the old.

All:

Helping us to free all those in need,
awakening the souls of oppressors!

Presider:

May we know oneness with You, as long as
the sun endures, as long as the stars shine,
throughout all generations!

People:

May we acknowledge You in the rain falling
on the fields, like showers that water the
earth!

All:

In our day may justice flourish and peace
abound, throughout all the nations!
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Presider:

May the leaders of nations from all the
earth, listen to Love’s Voice;

People:

May they spend time in Silence before
they counsel

Presider:

May the leaders surrender to your Love,
and the nations serve the Most High!

People:

For You heed the needy when they call,
the poor and those who have no friend.

Presider:

You have compassion on the weak, the
downtrodden, giving them strength and
hope.

All:

From injustice and oppression, You
redeem their life; and precious are they
in your Heart. Amen.
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Reading 2: Different Gifts by Abba Poemen
(Desert Father, died around the year 449)
Abba Poemen said “ If three men meet, of whom the first
fully preserves interior peace, and the second gives thanks
to God in illness, and the third serves with a pure mind,
these three are doing the same work?
Sourced from Sayings of the Desert Fathers and Mothers
(Christine Valters Painter)

Image done by Christine Valters Painter

Reader:
All:

Let us hear what the Spirit is saying.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn:
Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning
Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid:
gem of the East, the horizon adorning,
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion
odours of Edom and offerings divine,
gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean,
myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine?

Vainly we offer each ample oblation,
vainly with gifts would his favour secure;
richer by far is the heart’s adoration,
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 2: 1-12
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star
to honor a new king. Strangers from a faraway land, they
welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel..

Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Image from He, Qi. Adoration of the Magi,

Presider:
People:

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Gospel Hymn: Brightest and Best
Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid:
gem of the East, the horizon adorning,
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

Homily – Rev Sharon
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Solo: We Have Seen the Star
We had see the star, we had read the signs,
And we went back through the ancient scrolls;
And they seemed to say that a star would rise
On a king as prophets had foretold;
And the star it beckoned westward in the heavens
Come and follow, come and find the baby boy,
Who will heal the rift dividing all the nations,
Who will one day turn your tears to joy?

Refrain:
There was gold for wealth, to rule this broken place, this
warring world,
There was frankincense to fill the priestly role,
There was honesty and myrrh enough for all that lay ahead;
But our hearts were full of hope untold;
Yes, our hearts were full of hope untold.
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Would they welcome us?
Would they turn away.
When we came in search of dreams unknown?
In this foreign land would we lose our lives,
Before the chance of going home?
Had we seen the start of something more important?
Is this folly, is this wisdom? I don't know.
Are there others who now follow and come after,
Who are out there on that dusty road?

Refrain:
There was gold for wealth, to rule this broken place,
this warring world,
There was frankincense to fill the priestly role,
There was honesty and myrrh enough for all that lay
ahead;
But our hearts were full of hope untold;
Yes, our hearts were full of hope untold.
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Affirmation of Faith
Presider:
All:

Moses said,
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our
God, the Lord is one.

Presider:
All:

And Jesus affirmed:
Love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your
soul, with all your mind,
And with all your strength.
This is the first and the great
commandment, the second is
like it: Love your neighbor as
yourself. There is no
commandment greater
than these.

All:

Spirit of God, search our
hearts.

Prayers of the People
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Confession
Presider:

Let us in silence confess our faults and
admit our frailty.
Reflective silence follows.

Presider:

In the community of Christ’s Church and
in the presence of all God’s people:

All:

We confess to God that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved God,
cared for God’s world,
or respected God’s people as we should.
We own our responsibility
and pray for God’s pardon.

Presider:

Forgive in us what has gone wrong,
Repair in us what is wasted,
Reveal in us what is Good.
In the name of the Creator,
Redeemer and Sustainer of our lives.
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer:
Presider: As our Saviour taught us, let us
pray, in the language of our
hearts, as we say:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today
our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from
the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom,
the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Presider:
All:

Glory to God,
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Epiphany Blessing
(Written by Jan L. Richardson)

Presider:

May you walk the path that Christ walks:

All:

to bring justice upon the earth,
to bring light to those who sit in darkness,
to bring out those who live in bondage,
to bring new things to all creation.

Presider:
All:

May this path run through all of life.
May we be the road Christ takes.
Amen.

Closing Hymn: Sing with the angels
There’s a star
shines in the sky
There’s a lowly manger by
There’s a child there born this day
Jesus Christ is born to save
Refrain:
Sing with the angels
Join with their song
Join with their praises
Heaven’s song
God of the ages
in Jesus comes down
Sing with the greatest song around
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The proud are scattered
Mighty fall
Hungry hearts hear mercy’s call
Creation’s soul sings praise to God
Jesus comes, light for the world
Refrain:
Sing with the angels
Join with their song
Join with their praises
Heaven’s song
God of the ages
in Jesus comes down
Sing with the greatest song around
Kingdoms of this world will fall
Reign of God will triumph all
Peace and pow’r of God’s design
God’s gift of grace
Gift for all time (Refrain)

*All songs not in the hymnal are licensed with:
CCLI License # 2890999, and A711268 Onelicense.net
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Dismissal
Presider:

Go forth into the world,
rejoicing in the presence of Christ.

People:

Thanks to be God!

Art done by Mark Czajkowski
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Readers and Intercessors:
If you are interested in reading or praying as part of the
service
Please contact Natasha in the office. scadmin@shaw.ca
Reading and leading prayers can be recorded at home or
In the church as part of the live stream.

Vestry Reports:
Due January 25th, 2021
Vestry will be by Zoom with an opportunity to vote
ahead of time.
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Coffee Time Follows
@ Noon – 12:30pm
Join Zoom Meeting by
video: https://zoom.us/j/93034140745
Or using your Zoom App by in putting
the Meeting ID:
930 3414 0745
Or by phone: (778) 907 2071, with
the Meeting ID:
930 3414 0745
For assistance:
Please email Natasha at scadmin@shaw.ca
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