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Pastor’s Pause

January 2021

“For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 

judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.” Romans 12:3, NRSV.

Thankfully 2020 has come to an end. We tend to associate the annual turning of the calendar pages with the feel of the moment, the general mood of 

the times, the mood of people. By doing so, we also tend to think the turning of a page can and will turn the tide and times. It’s January 2021 and we 

continue to have COVID, unemployment, homelessness, food insecurity, financial insecurity, racism, sexism, violence, war, unrest, and more of the 

difficult experiences of life that we have been associating with the year 2020, at least so in social commentary and media.

The truth is that we cannot simply turn a page and assume that the slate has been wiped clean, with all members of the human race starting anew, 

starting fresh. As a society, we even force this new slate thinking by making resolutions, proposing and self-promising that we will be better people by 

starting first with ourselves. It’s very intriguing that as a society we start a new year off by promising to be better people by engaging a focus on self-

service instead of on service to the other. Just one week into the Christmas season, celebrating the birth of our Savior, our intentions turn, typically, to 

the self and how we can improve our health, improve our financial state, improve our home, and so on, as a list of ‘resolutions.’ 

I propose that as Christians we encourage a change in society by beginning with truly following Christ’s example – to serve the other. What resolution 

of service can there be in our lists this year? How can we resolve to be positive change agents in our society? How creative can we be as we’re 

challenged to do ministry still in the time of pandemic?

Jesus humbled himself before all, giving service to all people, regardless of their status. Jesus, by example, has shown us as followers to not withhold 

from those in need - to not proverbially dangle a carrot before someone who is in need of food, financial help, prayer, medical care, and so on. This 

past year of haggling in our own political arena over who should receive relief and how much, and if each group is worthy or not, would have given 

Jesus enough preaching material for a century. 

It’s also pretty easy to point a finger at a political assembly as some nebulous “they” who withhold assistance, dangle carrots so-to-speak. The real 

work is in the giving that is necessary on the part of each believer to continue to affect the change that Jesus brought to the world. It is up to us, each 

of us, to be in service one to another in order to see diversity flourish and racism diminish, to see equality rise and division die. It is up to each of us to 

be in service in Christ to be humbled before God by serving our neighbors. 

Where to begin? The church needs volunteers, disciples actually, to serve in various ministry functions that serve the Lord and the people. Homeless 

people need shelter and the voice of believers to fight for and to implement that sheltering effort. People of Color need to be respected by believers so 

that senseless deaths stop and human unity can prevail to the good of all society. Women need to have more than “just a moment” but an actual 

progression and established share in all aspects of work, 



governance, and life. The LGBTQIA+ community needs to have rights and privileges protected as people living in a free society. The immigrant, the 

oppressed, the child – all are in need because each is refused an equal share in living life by members of society who have control – control that is 

often given only by circumstance and not necessarily by virtue.

Even Earth cries for care and love by us, for protection that treasures the planet’s bounty over the abuse of its resources.

There are a great many needs in the church, in the workplace, in politics, the environment, and in society as a whole where resolutions to be in 

service to someone other than yourself can and will make for positive change. That positive change will provide beyond today and tomorrow for 

generations we will not meet.

The Prophets speak of how the old generation will not live to see the Promised Land, that the journey is long. Indeed it is a long journey, but it is the 

journey into which we are called as Christ’s followers. Not seeing an end can be daunting; but, the humble believer has joy in the journey itself. Jesus 

taught that the destination is not the goal, but the journey itself is the goal. To be humbled in service is the faith journey.

How will this year’s resolutions bring humble service to you? How will you engage humble service in your household, in your neighborhood, in the 

Church, and in the world? How will you resolve to be in service to others outside your vocation, your job? How can you resolve simply being kind 

and caring into being welcoming and life-sustaining?

Will this be another year of “I resolve to get fit and lose that 20 pounds,” or will it be the year of advocacy for someone you don’t know, someone 

you’ve not even met?

Before you answer in your mind, there is yet a further challenge we have as Christians in the Lutheran lens of faith: we are both/and people. The 

Kingdom is here and it is also yet to come – it is both/and. That both/and concept of Lutheran tradition speaks of God’s constant giving, constant 

provision for life. In this year’s resolutions, let us live out our both/and tradition so that as we commit to self-improvement, we also commit to 

humble, faithful, Christ-inspired advocacy and service for the other, whomever and wherever the other may be. 

May the grace of God in Christ direct our pathway in this faith journey to bring all into share in the Kingdom.

-Pastor Hahn



Pastor's Schedule:

Church Offices:  You can access all church offices by the East Market 

Street entrance. Church Office Hours are Monday 10:00AM -1:00PM., 

Tuesday-Thursday 9:00AM-1:00PM, Friday Office Closed

[Office Accessible by Telephone only at this time]

E-mail: trinitylutheran@ptd.net Pastor’s e-mail: pastortlc@ptd.net

Please call the office at 570-275-0283 to schedule appointments to 

meet with pastor. Office Hours are Monday & Thursday 10:00AM—

Noon. Pastoral Care emergencies should be made to the pastor 

regardless of day and time at 570-486-3792.

Thank you!

Pastor Trevor

Pastoral Emergencies: The Pastor’s emergency number is his 

personal phone number as published in the member directory.  Please 

be sure to add this number to your speed dial on your home phone, on 

your cell phone, or both. Pastor can receive text messages, also. Please 

contact the pastor directly when there is an urgent pastoral need (an 

emergency visit to the hospital, accident, coping situations, family 

death).  Please let the pastor know when there is a change in residence 

(such as from assisted living to the hospital, even if temporary).  We 

currently are not advised by area hospitals of when our members and member 

relatives are admitted, so we depend very heavily on the contact you make to the 

pastor and/or to the church office.

Remember!  All medical emergencies require you to call 9-1-1!

Please Note Information Below:
Food Insecurity: Montour County Human Relations Department waiving applications 

for all county residents.

CALL 570-271-3028 and they'll advise options.

211 - system is up and running in PA, this is the first stop for referrals for individuals 

to agencies for assistance. 

National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800-273-TALK (8255)

Nacional de Prevencion del Suicidio: 1-888-628-9454

Crisis Text line: Text "PA" to 741-741

Veterans Crisis Line: 1-800-985-5990

Disaster Distress Helpline: 1-800-985-5990

Get Help Now Hotline (for substance abuse disorders): 1-800-662-4357

PA Sexual Assault Helpline: 1-888-772-7227

Columbia-Montour Crisis Hotline (Women's Center): 1-800-544-8293

National Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-7233

Geisinger Coronavirus Hotline: 570-284-3657

LGBT National Hotline: 1-888-843-4564

The Trevor Project (suicide prevention, crisis intervention for LGBT youth): 1-

866-488-7386

For anyone wishing to make a financial donation to the community, please do so 

to: 

The Good Samaritan Mission (they are still taking Crisis Calls).

Columbia-Montour United Way (which has a COVID-19 Crisis Fund).

Danville Area Food Bank (giveaways once a month continue).

mailto:trinitylutheran@ptd.net
mailto:pastortlc@ptd.net


MAILING ADDRESS FOR TRINITY:

241 East Market Street

P.O. Box 417

Danville, PA  17821

Phone: 570-275-0283

Fax:  570-275-6209

Pastor’s Days Off – Friday & Saturday

Email

trinitylutheran@ptd.net

Facebook

Trinity Lutheran Church, Danville, PA

Web Site

www.tlcdanvillepa.org

mailto:trinitylutheran@ptd.net


January Bulletins

Jan 3

Jan 10

Jan 17

Jan 24

Jan 31

January Flowers

Jan 3

Jan 10

Jan 17

Jan 24

Jan 31

NO MONTHLY CALENDAR FOR JANUARY

NO SERVICE MINISTER’S SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY



Stewards in Christ

Danville Area Food Bank

January

Canned Vegetables

Good Samaritan Mission

The Gate House

Transitional Housing

Trinity Lutheran Church Grace Fund

Upper Susquehanna Synod

Local Congregation Support

Global Partnerships

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

World Hunger Appeal,

Lutheran Work Relief, Lutheran Disaster

Jubilee Kitchen
11:30 – 12:30 PM

Will resume 3/13/2021

Night of Joy
4:30 – 5:30 PM

Meals will be distributed from the

Church parking lot:

1/26/2021



Our Congregational Council & Ministry Chair Members

President ~ Joe Muscato

Vice President ~ Zac Miller 

Secretary ~ Kathy Knarr

Council Member Ministry Chair/Co-Chair

Mutual Ministry Linda Harvey

Joe Muscato Communications Colleen Ruths

Joe Muscato

Kathy Knarr Stewardship Kathy Knarr

Brenda Reber Evangelism & Linda Tessarvich

Fellowship

Gary Patterson Property Wayne Tessarvich

Ed Haas

Jim Kishbaugh Finance Barry Ashenfelder

Joe Shepperson Memorial Karen Humphries

Committee

Don Holdren Grace Fund Dale Erb

Abby Miller Christian Education Jennifer McWilliams

Zac Miller Music & Worship Zac Miller

Peg Reed Outreach & Kim Rock 

Nurturing 

Betsy Reed Youth Ministries Betsy Reed

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Jan 2 Jane Reedy, Natalia Tyrell

Jan 3 Ed Dempsey, Andrew Jones

Jan 5 Carmela Seidel

Jan 9 Jamey Shade

Jan 10 Bradley Lewis

Jan 11 Ed Haas

Jan 13 Leigh Lehr

Jan 16 Jodi Sassaman

Jan 19 Allison Meritt, Dave Ruths

Jan 21 Jude Kurtz

Jan 25 Chris Dempsey, Zac Miller

Jan 28 Laura Ashenfelder

Jan 29 Carl Smith, Genevieve Shade

Jan 31 Chris Hendrickson, Brett Hampton 



FINANCE 

CURRENT ACCOUNT – November 2020

INCOME:

Member Giving $        11,006.45

Rents $ 675.00

INVESCO (Haney) $ 176.75

Wells Fargo Interest $ 2,204.68

TOTAL INCOME: $ 14,062.88

EXPENSES:

Pastors & Staff Compensation $ 11,435.17

Music & Worship $ 809.00

Parish Administration $ 1720.33

Church Property $ 554.20

Apt 1 – 339 Church Street $ 556.00

Apt 2 – 343 Church Street $ 722.00

Property Insurance $ 1,122.24 

Ministry Expense $ 19.99

Education/Outreach $ 739.72

TOTAL EXPENSES: $ 17,678.65

Budgeted amount $ (12,062.53)

Non-Budgeted (PP Loan) $            29,762.00    

NET LOSS/SURPLUS YTD ACTUAL $           18,014.45

NET LOSS YTD (without loan) $ (11,747)  



Prayer List

Kathy Baas

Rhonda & Eric Brouse

Ruth Campbell

Craig

Dottie Eister

Linda Harvey

Pauline Hesbacher

Jeff

Joe

Jude & Gary Kurtz

Sylvia Lewis

Markedia Perryman

Chris Reed

June Reich

Steve Reich

Rev. Dr. Arthur Ruths

Joel Ruths 

Eleanor Sandmeyer

Frank Sandmeyer

Betty Sassaman

Marvin Sassaman

Tom Schneider

Randi Spayd

Linda Tessarvich

George Underwood

Archie

Serving in our Military

Collin Arndt

Jay Brennan

Rob Bromwell

Andrew Deck

Michael Deck

Rob DeWire

Casey & Logan Franks

Derek R. Kirkner

Garrett Krum

Jason Lee

Jason McCann

R. Marks

J.T. Mullen

Tyler Quinton

Dalton Semiclose

Kurt Wimble

Do you have a minute to send a card to brighten

someone’s day?  Listed below are Trinity Members

who would like to hear from you:

June Reich Ruth C. Campbell

The Easton Home Room 106

1022 Northhampton Street Emmanuel Nursing Center

Chapelwood Room 15 11 Schoolhouse Road

Easton, PA  18042 Danville, PA  17821

Carl & Sarah Swartzlander Eleanor Sandmeyer

280 Church Street 423 Meadow Lane

Northumberland, PA  17857 Danville, PA  17821

Sylvia Lewis Tom Schneider

140 Heather Hills Drive 34 Jay Street

Danville, PA  17821 Danville, PA  17821

Robert Savidge Doris & Jerry Lemon

249 Blue School Road 169 Foust Street

Danville, PA  17821 Danville, PA  17821

The Love of Family is our Greatest Blessing!!

Please pray for:

Our Medical Care Givers

All who have lost hope that they

may find it in Christ



On each page of this

newsletter is snowflake!!      

Can you find them??



“May you be blessed this New Year with ALL things God has to give”

“Amen!!”


