
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. Acts 2:42

A SIMPLECHURCH LITURGY & CANDLE LIGHTING 
A leader/facilitator should be appointed each week ahead to facilitate the gathering. 

Remember, there’s nothing dramatic or deep required. You are God’s people, gathering 
together to practice these rhythms that are important for your life. God will be with you. He will 
use these things.  Fruit will be produced in your lives.   

1. Check-in 
As you gather, a time to check-in and see how each other are doing is a good way to begin. 


2. Candle Lighting 
Someone can light the candle to remind each other that Jesus is present! 


3. Song 
Music in this setting can be a little awkward, but if a song is on someones heart to meditate to, 
or if the leader chooses one ahead - great! 

  

4. Scripture Reading - Mark 1:1-11 The Baptism of Jesus 
This Sunday the Church calendar is focused on the Baptism of Jesus. All over the world, 
churches are reading about this important event in Jesus life. 


But why is it important? What is happening in this story? 


For the past few weeks we have been recalling the birth of Jesus. We’ve been thinking about 
his very real humanity. That he was born as a vulnerable baby. Born to humble parents, born of 
humble lineage, grew up as a carpenter, suffered and struggled like all children. 


But now, in this story, Jesus begins his ministry and as he does so, the voice of heaven speaks 
over him, and we discover something else.  He is also the beloved Son of God!  


For our reading this week, the first 2:00mins of the Bible Project video on Ephesians set’s the 
stage wonderfully… here’s the link:


https://youtu.be/HGHqu9-DtXk


Mark 1:1-11 
1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah,[a] the Son of God,[b] 2 as it 
is written in Isaiah the prophet:

“I will send my messenger ahead of you,

    who will prepare your way” —

3 

“a voice of one calling in the wilderness,

‘Prepare the way for the Lord,




    make straight paths for him.’”


4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him 
in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his message: “After me 
comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to 
stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with[e] water, but he will baptize you with[f] the 
Holy Spirit.”


The Baptism and Testing of Jesus 

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn 
open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: 
“You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”


Brief discussion… use these simple questions to guide your conversation: 

What stood out to you? What is God saying to you/us in this scripture? 

How does this message still apply to the church today? 

What does the reign of Christ mean to you as a believer?


5. Prayers 
Pray for each other, your city and world. Keep track of your prayers from week to week in a 
book and review each week as you pray. 


6. Lord’s Supper*   
This can be optional for you, but if you would like to have the meal together - go for it!  We will 
continue to have the meal on our other “on-line” weekends. 


+ Scripture - 1 Cor 11:23-26   
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance 
of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For 
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes.


+ Blessing and Breaking 

Something simple. Break the bread and offer a simple blessing. “Jesus, thank you for 
this meal. Bless it now that we may see you.”  


+ Eat  - If you know you are a sinner and need Jesus. Eat. 


7. Blow out the Candle  
Ask one of the children to do this. 



