
Exegetical Notes for October 2020 
 
	
October 4 - Pentecost 18 (Propers BAS page 384)  
Matthew 21:33-46 
 
• Jesus uses a traditional way of speaking about Israel as a vineyard (e.g. 

Is 5, Ps 80, Jer 2, Hos 10). God is the vineyard owner. The vineyard 
workers are the leaders of Israel. The servants are the prophets (who 
have not often been received well by Israel’s leaders). And the vineyard 
owner’s son is Jesus. Jesus is rejected by the vineyard workers, but would 
eventually be vindicated by God. Jesus would become the foundation for 
God’s kingdom which would be tended to by new leaders.  

    
• The stone the builders rejected can be connected to Daniel chapter 2 and 

Psalm 118. In Daniel, major empires of the world would fall and the 
kingdom of God would grow. The previous empires of Babylon, Persia, 
Macedonia, and Rome would be toppled by a stone. The Stone of Daniel’s 
vision pointed to God’s messiah, who would cause the downfall of the 
empire and grow to fill the earth with God’s kingdom. This would have 
been the Jewish understanding of Daniel’s vision at the time of Jesus 
according to the New Testament scholar Bishop N.T. Wright.  

 
• Jesus is the stone (Hebrew: eben) that represents God’s messiah, and 

many will stumble and fall because of him (Is 8:14; 1 Pet 2:8; Rom 9:33). 
He was divisive in his community- In the gospels it seemed as though you 
became his disciple, or you supported a plot to kill him, but you didn’t 
ignore him. If you tried to reject him, you would stumble over him.  

 
• The rejection and murder of the vineyard owner’s son (Hebrew: ben) 

resulted in the rejection and death of those who thought they were in 
power over the vineyard. God’s judgement is a hard thing to speak about. 
There are consequences to our actions and choices. We can go wrong in 
at least two ways here- we can make people afraid by pounding the pulpit 



with warnings of fire and brimstone, or we can reject any kind of 
judgement. Either seem to wander away from Jesus’ Gospel.      

 
 
October 11 - Pentecost 19 (Propers p. 385)  
Matthew 22:1-14    
 
• This parable uses some of the same imagery as the parable from Matt 

21:1-14. A king, representing God, throws a wedding banquet for his son 
(representing the messianic feast). (See Is 25:6-8, “On this mountain 
the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of 
well-aged wine, of rich food …, of aged wine … . … He will swallow up 
death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces”).  The 
son represents Jesus. The slaves are the prophets, and those who were 
invited (but would not come) are the leadership of Israel- The Sadducees, 
Pharisees, Scribes, and experts in the law. Since the leadership rejected 
the messiah, they invited anyone who would come- the good and the bad- 
the lost sheep of Israel- sinners and tax collectors- perhaps even Gentiles. 
Jesus probably has in his mind Isaiah 56:8 when God “gathers the 
outcasts of Israel”.  
 

• This passage was offensive to the Jewish leadership of Jesus’ day. The 
thought that Gentiles would be welcomed was nearly unthinkable. It would 
be assumed that only the most observant Jews would be invited to this 
feast.  
 

• St. Paul’s method of spreading the gospel was to preach in the synagogue 
in whatever city he went to until he was rejected by them, and then he 
would preach to the Gentiles.  
 

• We want to be careful to avoid supersessionism here (the belief that God 
has rejected the Jewish people). “God has not rejected his people whom 
he foreknew. … through their stumbling salvation has come to the 



Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous” (Rom 11:2b,11c; see Romans 9-
11). God is indeed doing something new, but God is not done with Israel.  
 

• While the net is cast wide to gather the guests, there is still an expectation 
that the wedding guests will prepare themselves. The guest who is not 
wearing a wedding robe has not prepared for the messianic feast. There 
are still expectations of those who are invited, even though the invitation 
was made to anyone willing to come. We are called to respond to his 
invitation as well. This is sanctification. There is a spiritual formation 
process that happens in us when we focus on Jesus intently. It shapes 
our character into a more spiritual, moral, kind, generous, and loving 
person. The wedding robe is this sanctification. It is working with God to 
be shaped into people that are Christ-like. The theologian Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer speaks about cheap grace, which is coming to the party and 
not thinking there is anything expected of you. He says, “Cheap grace is 
the grace we bestow on ourselves. Cheap grace is the preaching of 
forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church 
discipline, Communion without confession.... Cheap grace is grace 
without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, 
living and incarnate” (The Cost of Discipleship).  
    

• There is a scholar named Kenneth Bailey who has spent a lot of time in 
the Middle East trying to understand Jesus’ teachings through the lens of 
Middle Eastern culture. He says that in a Middle Eastern village the 
servants would go out to invite specific people to an important meal. 
Generally, if a social superior invited you to a meal, especially a king’s 
wedding feast for his son, you can’t refuse. There are very few excuses 
you could give that would be considered valid. To not come and to not 
have a valid excuse would be deeply offensive. The servants would come 
back to the host of the feast and let them know how many people would 
be attending and then the host would arrange for how much food to make. 
When the food was all prepared he would send out his servants a second 
time to gather those who had been invited. At this point attendance is not 
optional. If you have received the invitation and there is no family member 



on their deathbed, you must go or you offend the host. In an honour 
shame culture that is a big deal. 
 

• In our context it would be a bit like this- You invite people over for a dinner 
party. Before the meal people sit in the living room having wine and coffee 
and when you come to tell them that the food is now on the table guests 
start telling you that they have to leave. It would be offensive, unless they 
received a phone call that someone was in a car accident or just went into 
the emergency room.    

 
• Compare to the parable in Luke 14:15-24 which involved invalid excuses.  

 
• This is deeply offensive to the king who invited these people to the 

wedding feast. They nonchalantly reject his invitation without any valid 
reason, which is a purposeful and deliberate offense. They also abuse 
and kill his servants. It is hard to overstate the level of offense this would 
cause a king in an honour shame culture.  The expected response is what 
happens- “The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those 
murderers, and burned their city”.  Many later readers would see in these 
words a warning about the destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD after the 
leadership rejected and killed both John the Baptist and Jesus.   
 

• Aren’t there times God calls on us, or we promise something to God and 
we sort of nonchalantly walk away from God’s call, or flat out walk away 
from what we told God we would do?  

 
 
October 18 - Pentecost 20 (Propers BAS page 386)  
 
• The issue of paying taxes to the Roman Empire was one of those lightning 

rod issues of the day. If you wanted to start a fight, you started talking 
about that issue.  For us those issues would be issues like abortion, 
euthanasia, same-sex marriage, and in Alberta’s economy we could talk 



about oil pipelines, fracking, the oil sands, and maybe vegetarianism. The 
way you answered put you on one side or the other. 
 

• They know full well that this question puts Jesus in a very difficult spot. If 
Jesus says, “no, it is not lawful to pay taxes to Caesar” then Jesus seems 
to be siding with the revolutionaries- the violent zealots. It was precisely 
this issue that resulted in a revolt by Judas the Galilean when Jesus was 
just a little boy. The revolt was violently put down and those who were 
part of that revolt lost their lives on crosses. If Jesus told them “no, it isn’t 
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar” the Herodians would make sure King Herod 
heard about it and Jesus would then be seen as dangerous to the stability 
of the region. That answer would probably bring Jesus favor with the 
people.  Though, his life would be in danger. 

 
• On the other hand, if Jesus says, “Yes, it is lawful to pay taxes to Caesar”, 

then Jesus will seem to be a traitor to the people. He is siding with the 
oppressive Roman forces.  It would be like a Palestinian saying they 
should accept new Israeli settlements in the West Bank. It would seem 
like Jesus is siding with the Romans rather than God’s dominion. They 
are occupied by Pagan forces and they cannot see that as being their 
destiny as God’s people.  
 
It is a very binary trap. Pick A or B. … Either way they get Jesus in trouble. 
Either he’s in trouble with the political powers of the day as a rebel, or the 
people reject him as a prophet and teacher. So what is Jesus going to 
do? 

 
• First, Jesus points out that he knows they are trying to trap him.  

 
Then, he asks for a coin used to pay the tax, and they give him a denarius.  
(It’s important to note that Jesus doesn’t have one of these coins on him.)  
Jesus then asks whose image and inscription is on the coin. They reply 
that it was Caesar’s image and inscription.   

 



The coin itself is interesting.  Caesar Tiberius would have been the face 
on the coin. Keep in mind that this whole conversation is happening in the 
temple courts. A graven image like the face of Caesar would have been 
a violation of the law. … Then, we look at the inscription which reads 
“Tiberius Caesar, son of divine Augustus”, which implied that Tiberius is 
claiming some kind of divinity, since his father is divine.  …. Another 
inscription read, “pontifex maximus” and meant that Caesar was the high 
priest and highest religious figure in the empire.1  

 
To have something like that on the grounds of the temple would have 
turned the stomach of most Jewish people. After considering the coin it 
would have looked like a dead rat to them. They would have probably felt 
uncomfortable touching it, and they definitely wouldn’t want it on the 
temple grounds. Having such a coin, not to mention valuing it, brings them 
dangerously close to idolatry.  

 
The implied question back to them is, “why do you have such a thing with 
you?” “Why do you value such a blasphemous thing?” … The Emperor 
controlled the production of gold and silver coins in the empire, and they 
were officially his property. So Jesus says, “Therefore render to Caesar 
the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's”. Give 
Caesar back that filthy thing. Why would you want to hold onto it? … 

 
• Of course Jesus knows that all things ultimately belong to God. And in 

that sense, nothing belongs to Caesar. If God is “Lord”, then everything 
comes under God’s sovereignty. There is no such thing as a separation 
of politics or economics and religion. Though there is some measure of 
authority given to political powers, and due respect is to be given so long 
as it doesn’t contradict your life with God. As St. Paul says, “Pay to all 
what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom 
revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor 
is owed” (Rom 13:7).       
  

	
1	Matthew,	Ben	Witherington	lll,	Smyth	&	Helwys	Bible	Commentary,	p412		



• The second part of Jesus’ answer is important. “Render to God the things 
that are God’s”. Caesar’s image was imprinted on the coin. … But, we are 
made in God’s image according to Genesis 1:27, “So God created 
humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them.” Like the coin, we bear an image- God’s image.   
 
Enough about Caesar. What does God want from us? What do we owe 
God? … Our whole selves. If God is our Creator, Sustainer, Saviour, and 
Sanctifier, then how can we owe God any less than all of our very self. … 
And that is much more demanding than the taxes Caesar asks.     
 
St. Paul says it this way, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers [and 
sisters] by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, 
that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect” (Rom 12:1-2). 

 
 
October 25 - Pentecost 21 (Propers BAS page 388) 
Matthew 22:34-46 
 
• Jesus is confronted by a series of public confrontations and those hostile 

to Jesus ask him question after question to try to trip him up and expose 
him as a fraud, or get him in trouble with the authorities. So they come at 
him with the major controversies of the day.  
 
They test him with yet another question. A Pharisee expert in the Law 
asks, "Teacher, which commandment in the Law is the greatest?" There 
are 613 commandments of the Old Testament. 248 positive “thou shalts” 
and 365 prohibitive “thou shalt nots”. The question is really about the heart 
of the commandments. What is the Law all about?  
 



• Jesus answers, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.” But Jesus doesn’t leave it with 
just the one greatest commandment, he adds the second greatest 
commandment as well- “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus 
gives the greatest and the second greatest commandment, but then to 
show how foundational these two commandments are he says “On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets". He essentially 
says that these two greatest commandments are so important that if you 
remove them the entire laws falls apart.  
 

• Those two commands are like the trunk of a tree that hold all the branches 
that are the rest of the laws.  If the trunk of the tree is removed there is 
nothing to hold the branches up.   

 
Or think of it another way, Those two commands are like a closet rod and 
all the rest of the laws hang on that rod like shirts on clothes hangers. If 
the closet rod fell then all the clothes fall too.  

 
Or, there’s another way to think of it, these two laws are like hinges on a 
door. Remove the hinges and the door is useless.    

 
So loving God and loving your neighbour aren’t just important commands, 
without those two laws the rest of the laws are pointless. Love is Jesus’ 
way of understanding the Old Testament. If you read something in the Old 
Testament and you don’t see love you haven’t really understood it yet. 
The law is about orienting your life towards God. The law is about a way 
of life that puts your life in line with God. Jesus says that way of life is 
really about love.   

 
• Our society uses the word “love” in all kinds of ways, but when we think 

of love in terms of Christian love we often think of being “nice”. But, there 
are times when being nice is not being loving. If you live with someone 
who is addicted to drugs, being nice will allow them to continue on with 
their addiction without being confronted.  Niceness avoids conflict.  Love 



is willing to confront for the long term good of the person being confronted. 
Love is willing to confront the addict in the hopes that the person will find 
freedom from their addiction. The Theologian Stanley Hauerwas says, 
“This love can be harsh and dreadful, because to be loved by God is to 
be forced to know ourselves truly”.2 Real love is difficult and hard. If we 
want to understand real love we look to Jesus. When Jesus confronts the 
Pharisees- that is what love looks like. Jesus turning over the money 
changers tables is love. Jesus teaching and healing is about love. When 
we look at Jesus on the cross, we see love.  
 

• it is important also to remember that Jesus doesn’t just say “love” in 
general is the key to the Law. He says first of all, primarily, foundationally, 
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.” This is the most important command in the 
Law. Essentially this is the most important thing a human being can do. 
St. Augustine thought this command to love God was so central and so 
foundational that he said, "Love God and do whatever you please".3  
What does it mean to love God? Jesuit author, James Skehan says to 
love God is to be, “seized so completely by the love of God that all the 
desires of my heart and all the actions, affections, thoughts and decisions 
which flow from them are directed to God”.4  It is to live with a life effected 
by God’s reality in every area of our life. Our thoughts, our habits, our 
family, our money, our talents, our work, etc. All of it is ultimately directed 
to God. God is not a hobby we tag onto our life and our life would be pretty 
much the same with or without our belief in God. The kind of love Jesus 
is talking about places God central in our life, so that our life is oriented 
around God.  
 

• Jesus says the second most important command is, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” This response is also somewhat traditional. There 
was a famous Rabbi (Hillel 40BC- 10AD) from around the time Jesus was 
born who was asked to recite the whole law standing on one foot. He 

	
2	Commentary	on	Matthew,		192	
3	Tractatus	VII,	8	
4	Place	me	with	your	son:	Ignatian	Spirituality	in	everyday	life	



replied, “That which is despicable to you, do not do to your fellow, this is 
the whole Torah. The rest is commentary”. It is negative in that he says 
“do not do”, whereas Jesus’ command is a positive act to “love”. This 
second greatest command is actually Jesus quoting from scripture- 
Leviticus 19:18.  
 

• It is interesting that Jesus is asked for the greatest command, but instead 
he gives the top two. It suggests that there is some kind of link between 
them. You cannot love God and not love what God loves. If you deeply 
and truly love God with your whole being you will love even enemies … 
because God loves them. Even if it comes at great cost to yourself. Even 
if it means death on a cross.   
 
We read about this connection between the love of God and the love of 
others in John’s first letter. In 1 John 4:7 we read, “Beloved, let us love 
one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for 
God is love. … God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, 
and God abides in them. …20 Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their 
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or 
sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not 
seen.21 The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God 
must love their brothers and sisters also.” (1 Jn 4:7-8, 16, 20-21)  
   

 


