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-The Collect:  shining with a purpose- 

Date:  January 17, 2021 (Epiphany 2) 

1.  Texts:  1 Samuel 3:1-10; Ps. 139:1-5, 12-17; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51. 

2.  Subject:  the light of Christ. 

3.  Topic:  disciples as the vessels of Christ’s light. 

4.  Aim:  inspire, challenge, guide. 

5.  Proposition:  “Our faith and salvation are for the sake of others.” 

 

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST FOR SOMEONE ELSE 

 

 It doesn’t serve us well when we just read through the Collect of the Day as 

if it were a cookie recipe. 

Almighty God, your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of 

the world.  May your people, illumined by your word and 

sacraments, shine with the radiance of his glory, that he may be 

known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. 

You read through that too quickly and you may find yourself committed to 

something far greater than eating a shortbread cookie.   

 

 According to today’s collect Jesus is not just the Saviour of the world, he is 

the light of the world.  He is that which brings truth and integrity into the world.  

In him all our actions may be brought to light for there will be no shame.  The 

light of his truth, justice and righteousness is the light that was coming into the 

world and the light which the darkness of sin, injustice and unrighteousness 

could not overcome, according to John’s Gospel.  It is to the bearer of this 

overwhelming light that we prayed to. 

 

 You dare not take that lightly.   

 

 You dare not take that lightly especially because we prayed immediately 

thereafter, “May your people, illumined by your word and sacraments, shine with 

the radiance of his glory…”  The light of Christ, that light of his truth, justice and 

righteousness is to illumine our hearts.  His light is to shine in us.  Like cauterizing 

a bleeding wound, the light of Christ is to burn brightly in us, burning away our 

sin, injustice and unrighteousness.   
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 Once the darkness is burned away, then we shine with God’s own holy and 

divine radiance.  God’s perfect love, grace and forgiveness shines out from us in 

ways which others can perceive.   

 

 According to the collect, the purpose behind this cauterizing light is not our 

own blessing, comfort or relief.  We shine with the blinding radiance of his glory 

as proclamation of the reality of Christ.  Christ’s light burns in us and so also 

through us to others, so that they might have the opportunity to be transformed.  

Faith and salvation are not for us—that’s just an added benefit.  Our faith and 

salvation are for the sake of others so that they, too, might shine with the radiance 

of his glory.   

 

 We dare not take that lightly.  This collect actually helps to direct and even 

define much of what we do as the Church. 

 

 We worship so that we might be empowered to serve God as Christ’s 

ambassadors and his proclamation. 

 

 We study the Bible so that the salvation we proclaim is balanced and 

insightful.   

 

 We contribute financially to the Church so that there are adequate resources 

for discipleship development.   

 

 Many a Christian has approached worship asking, “What’s in this for me?  

What am I going to get out of it?”  We’ve all heard of people who “Church shop”, 

jumping from congregation to congregation until their own wants and desires are 

filled.  According to the Bible and this collect, such people have missed the point 

of it all.  It’s never about, “What’s in this for me?”  It’s all about, “How can 

salvation flow through me to others?”  Christianity is an inherently unselfish and 

extravagantly generous faith.  The Christian is constantly praying, “God, use me 

for the sake of someone else today.” 

 

 Sure, sometimes because of one’s circumstances, you have to take a 

breather.  You can’t always empty yourself for the sake of someone else.  God, 
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having experienced human life, knows this.  But even when Christ’s radiance is 

dimmed because of our circumstances, the fundamental orientation of the 

Christian is outwards, for the sake of others.  Our worship, prayer, study, 

contributions and practical acts of kindness are aimed at the salvation of others.   

 

 None of us dare take that reality lightly.   

 

 We all know how easy it is to disregard the Collect of the Day—and the 

psalm as well, for that matter.  Maybe some collects deserve to be treated with a 

little benign neglect.  But, not this one.  This is our collect for the sake of others.  

This collect collects our hopes for the sake of our world.   

Almighty God, your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of 

the world.  May your people, illumined by your word and 

sacraments, shine with the radiance of his glory, that he may be 

known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. 

 

 AMEN.   


