Baptism of
Our Lord

St. Timothy Lutheran Church

If you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ.
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes all to
his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host and our food,
bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field and vineyard.

The Baptism of Our Lord

January 10, 2021

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved
over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus
and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to recreate the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace.

Prelude

GATHERING

Welcome
Gathering Litany
The leader reads the portions in regular print and all respond with the parts in bold.
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless
void and darkness covered the face of the deep,
and the Spirit of God swept over the face of the waters.
Today the Spirit sweeps over us.
And heaven declares, “You are my beloved one; with you I am well pleased.”
Today the Uncreated One comes to the waters of the Jordan.
And reconciles all creation to the Creator.
Today Christ turns water into true healing.
And as our sins wash away, we follow Jesus into the Reign of God.
Gathering Hymn
O Living Breath of God
#407
1 O living Breath of God, wind at the
2 O living Breath of God, by whose
beginning upon the waters;
pow'r the Son came to birth among us;
O living Breath of God, bearing the
O living Breath of God, who to the
creation to wondrous birth;
creation gives life a new;
Refrain
Refrain
3 O living Breath of God, bearing us to
life through baptismal waters;
Come now, and fill our spirits; pour out
O living Breath of God, sighing with
your gifts abundant.
creation for freedom's birth;
Refrain
O living Breath of God, Holy Spirit,
breathe in us as we pray.
Greeting and Prayer of the Day
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. All: And also with you.
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Pastor: Let us pray. Holy God,
All: creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters.
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may
follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Children’s Word
Pastor Clark Brown
Song of Praise
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WORD
First Reading
Genesis 1:1-5
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This
familiar story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their
history. It remains good news for us. God created and continues to create new life.
AM:
A reading from Genesis.
In the beginning when God created the
heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the
face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. 3Then
God said, “Let there be light”; and there

was light. 4And God saw that the light was
good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. 5God called the light Day, and
the darkness he called Night. And there
was evening and there was morning, the
first day.
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AM:
Word of God, word of life. All: Thanks be to God.
Second Reading
Acts 19:1-7
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but
had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul
baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with the Spirit.
AM:
A reading from Acts.
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed
through the interior regions and came to
Ephesus, where he found some disciples.
2
He said to them, “Did you receive the

Holy Spirit when you became believers?”
They replied, “No, we have not even heard
that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said,
“Into what then were you baptized?” They
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4

6
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul
When Paul had laid his hands on them, the
said, “John baptized with the baptism of
Holy Spirit came upon them, and they
repentance, telling the people to believe in spoke in tongues and prophesied—
the one who was to come after him, that is, 7altogether there were about twelve of
in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were
them.
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

AM:
Word of God, word of life. All:
Gospel Acclamation

Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Mark 1:4-11
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the
Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.
Pastor: The holy gospel according to Mark. All: Glory to you, O Lord.
John the baptizer appeared in the
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And
people from the whole Judean countryside
and all the people of Jerusalem were going
out to him, and were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now
John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a
leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed,
“The one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop

down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I
have baptized you with water; but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
Message

Praise to you, O Christ.
Pastor Clark Brown
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In those days Jesus came from Nazareth
of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out
of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit descending like a dove on
him. 11And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I
am well pleased.”
9

All:
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Hymn of the Day
Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized
#304 vs. 1, 2, & 4
1 Christ, when for us you were baptized,
God's holy will to do,
God's Spirit on you came,
God's holy will to do.
as peaceful as a dove, and yet
4 Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord;
as urgent as a flame,
your cross on us be signed,
as urgent as a flame.
that likewise in God's service we
2 God called you, "My beloved Son";
may perfect freedom find,
you are God's servant true,
may perfect freedom find.
sent to proclaim the reign of heav'n,
Thanksgiving for Baptism
The pastor reads the regular print and all respond with the bold print.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
For water that nourishes us and this Earth.
We give thanks!
For the Jordan, Carmel, and Salinas Rivers, the Pacific Ocean and Monterey Bay.
We give thanks!
For the Spirit that blew over the water, alighted upon Jesus, and rested upon us.
We give thanks!
For your adoption that set us free from sin and death.
We give thanks!
For new life in the water of baptism.
We give thanks!
You may make the sign of the cross with water on your forehead and remember your
adoption into Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all people in need.
For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they
proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that
God’s goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has
made, let us pray.
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Have mercy, O God.
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and
for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely, let
us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who
show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who
suffer, that God shower compassion. Especially we pray for Sandy Mary, Glenda,
David, Colbie, Dawn, Katy, Matt, Grant, the families and friends of Philip Caniglia, Bill
Dallman, John Kaffenburger, and all those we now name silently or aloud (pause). Let
us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

MEAL

Peace
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.
You are welcome to share the peace using the comment section on YouTube or with
anyone sheltering in peace with you.
Gathering of the Gifts
Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions–for the
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the wider church. You may continue to send in
your offering by postal mail or use our online giving option at www.sttim.org.
Assisting Minister: Let us pray. O God,
All: receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with
arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in
faithful service to tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ,
our saving grace. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor: We give you thanks… ...both now and forever.
All: Amen
Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

or

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Pastor: Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed.
As we share communion in our homes, we remember that we are indeed surrounded by
a great cloud of witnesses, sharing in communion with the saints of every time and
place. We receive the body and blood of Christ and share in the life of God as we
accept the bread and wine or grape juice, and hear the words: “The body of Christ
given for you” and “the blood of Christ shed for you.”
Communion Song
Baptized and Set Free
#453 vs. 1-3
1 We are people created,
For whatever the need,
chosen by God.
God is greater indeed:
Then we're washed, ever gently,
endless ocean, always deeper
in mercy and love.
than all of our need.
Sin has power no more.
3 We are nourished by water,
Jesus opened the door
all living things,
to a fountain bringing healing,
and by life that the Spirit
and wholeness and more.
abundantly brings.
2 We are fed and we're nourished,
As we journey toward home,
filled and refreshed.
may your presence be known:
Then our hunger returns and
precious river, ever-flowing,
again we are blessed.
now carry us home.
Prayer After Communion
Assisting Minister: Let us pray. Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very
life and are strengthened for our journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in
body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve others in your name.
All: Amen.
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SENDING
Benediction
Pastor: God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace .
All: Amen
Sending Song
Beautiful Savior
#838 vs. 1, 2, & 4
1 Beautiful Savior,
4 Beautiful Savior,
King of creation,
Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I'd love thee,
Glory and honor,
truly I'd serve thee,
praise, adoration,
light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
now and forevermore be thine!
2 Fair are the meadows,
fair are the woodlands,
robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer,
Jesus is purer,
he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.
Dismissal
Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Presiding Minister—Pastor Clark Brown
Assisting Minister—Matt Schulz
Musician—Desma Johnson
Cantors—Tom and Ida Barber
Altar Care—Susan Smith
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Gospel Message
Baptism of Our Lord
January 10, 2021
A Hitch in the Story
Was it wildfire nerve? Unchecked audacity? Holy purpose? The hammering of parents’
expectations? Maybe the privilege of being kin to Jesus? Or was it eccentricity as
peculiar as his diet and wardrobe? What desire drove John to the wilderness, into the
water of the Jordan? What ignited his fiery proclamation of repentance and forgiveness?
What current pulled crowds from city and country into the water?
One can say, rightly, that it was ordained by God, compelled by the Holy Spirit,
predicted by an angel. Yet there is a hitch in the story. Four easily missed but utterly
important words gum up the works of any timid or tidy explanations: “I am not
worthy” (Mark 1:7).
Something in John’s four words opens the baptismal story to torrents of wonder, floods
of hope, drenching relief and recovery.
For some years the two friends had been together through what we often call the thick
and the thin. They knew this and that, bits and pieces, the here and there of one
another’s lives. And not only the trivial. They probed each other’s shadowed corridors
and crumbling edges. Still, there were secrets, withholdings. One day, for reasons
wrapped with nothing but the ragged swaddling of unaccountable grace, one said to the
other, “It has been such a long, lonely journey, carrying a suitcase filled with secrets, the
shames and deceptions I’ve folded and packed.” Then he began to tell. To confess. A
repenting, a turning. His friend’s eyes filled with tears that watered his cheeks and
dripped into his lap. All he could say through the flood was, “I love you all the more.”
Born literally of grace, breaking the dam of John’s four words, “I am not worthy,” is one
stronger word, the word of the more powerful one: forgiveness. To John and to us who
say, “I am not worthy,” Jesus answers, “Yes, yes, yes, you are.”
Upcoming Commemorations
Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 1968
Friday, January 15, 2021
An American prophet of justice among races and nations, King was an eloquent
preacher, a leader of the nonviolent resistance to race-segregated society, and recipient
of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Born on this date, he was assassinated on April 4,
1968.
From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Prayer Concerns

Please remember in your prayers:

The family and friends of George Silva, br other of Pastor Clar k’s brother in law.
The family of Philip Caniglia, father of Steve Solomon’s friend Phyllis, who passed
away .
Sandy Hoskin, under going cancer tr eatment again.
Mary Lea, under going cancer tr eatment again.
Glenda Tankersley, Ia Boelter ’s niece, who has Covid-19.
David Holland, husband of Dee Holland and br other of Lucille Pir es, under going
chemo therapy for prostate and bone cancer.
Colbie Schueneman, gr andniece of Adr ian, 171/2 months old diagnosed with a neurodegenerative disease.
Dawn Stallings, daughter of Dolor es, who has suffer ed a str oke.
Katie and Matt Logan, as Katie has been laid off fr om wor k.
Grant Hobson, gr andnephew of Matt Schulz, being tr eated for leukemia, and his
parents Claire and Luke.
The family and friends of John Kaffenburger.
All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families).
For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees.
For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire
Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the world.
Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here.
Torie Hamilton
Byron Heppert
Beverly Schneideman
Rodger Marty
Jacqueline Graham
Justice Gaudoin
Bonnie Bennett
Gloria Llenaresas
Peter Kracht
Jim McMullins
Riley Ann Holland
Isabella Silva
Bill Reynolds
Ronnie Lyons
Randy Hoch
Mary Lee Slater
Irene McCloud
Don Butler
Marjonie Gabriel
Thomas Ansley
Mark Northcutt
Tom Brown
Jackie Rullman
Helen Leikam
Aaron Grieg
Linda Henderson
Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States
of America.
Liturgy: WOV Setting 4 Light of Christ © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
O Living Breath of God, Text: Osvaldo Catena, tr. Gerhard M. Cartford © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.
Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized, Text: F. Bland Tucker © 1985 Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing Incorporated.
Baptized and Set Free, Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.
Beautiful Savior, Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss (public domain).
All Elements are Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved.
Augsburg License #23225  CCLI License #2883346  OneLicense License #A-706342
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52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA 93940 (831) 375-2042
home page: http://sttim.org
E-mail: office@sttim.org

Sharing God’s Love Together

January 10, 2021

Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA

Notes and announcements
 “Online Worship: All ser vices ar e posted online to YouTube. If you have
internet access, our YouTube Channel is at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHP8hutt19neqHHHpbQPcDA Wor ship
is available by Saturday evening. Please subscribe to our channel.


Social Hour: We have a social hour on Zoom Sunday at 10:30am. Infor mation
for worship and the social hour will be emailed each week. If you want to be on our
email list or have questions, email/call/text Pastor Clar k at
pastorclark@sttim.org or 831-521-1818.



Preparing for communion. Our online Sunday wor ship will include
communion. As you feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside
some bread or crackers, and some wine or juice, as you have them available. If you
need any of these items, please contact Ida Barber.



Prayer Concerns: Please call Dor othy Kir k with any new or changed pr ayer
concerns at 375-1043.



Shopping etc.: Do you need help with shopping or other needs or can volunteer
to help? Please contact Pastor Clark at 831-521-1818 or pastorclark@sttim.org.



Study and discuss online: J oin Pastor s Clar k and Tony: Tuesday evening
prayer and discussion, Wednesday 2PM Bible Study, and Sunday 11AM pastors’
class. Email Pastor Clark for info: pastorclark@sttim.org.



Hymnals: Would you like to bor r ow a hymnal while we ar e “sheltering in
peace?” Please contact the office and we will make arrangements.



Offering: Please r emember your offer ings to St. Timothy as our expenses
continue and we experience loss of income from outside groups. Offering can be
mailed to the church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting
our website www.sttim.org.
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