
1-10-2021 - Worship Guide - Epiphany 1 / Baptism of Christ 
 

Introduction 
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of 
God moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear 
that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The 
Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved 
children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of 
God’s vision of justice and peace. 
 

Welcome Please have a candle and Communion elements ready for worship. 
 
Song: #300 The First Noel (vv. 1-3) 

1) The first Noel the angel did say  
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,  
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
 
Refrain:  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel. 
 
2) They lookèd up and saw a star  
shining in the east beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light,  
and so it continued both day and night.(Refrain) 
 
3) And by the light of that same star  
three wise men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent,  
and to follow the star wherever it went.(Refrain) 

 
Confession & Peace*  

You share your love with every people; 
we draw limits of race and creed. 
Messiah have mercy 
Messiah have mercy 
 
You immerse yourself in love of life; 
we hold back in fear and shame. 
Christ have mercy 
Christ have mercy 
 
You change the water into wine; 
we refuse to let our hearts be moved. 
Messiah have mercy 
Messiah have mercy 
 
Christ has broken down the divine wall that made us strangers to one another; 
Christ has made us one humanity that God might be all in all; 
Christ Jesus is our life, our hope, our peace. 
In Christ’s mercy, you are forgiven.  
Let God’s peace flow through us. Amen. 
The peace of Jesus Christ be with you always. 
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Song of Praise:  #458 Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God (vv. 1, 2, 4) 
1 Praise and thanksgiving be to God our maker, 

source of all blessing, prodigal creator. 
Baptized and made your own, now we come before you,  
and we adore you. 

 
2 Not our own holiness, nor that we have striven 

brings us the peace which you, O Christ, have given. 
Baptized and set apart, strengthen us, O Savior, 
with grace and favor. 

 
4 Praise to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 

one Lord, one faith, one source of ev'ry merit. 
Here now renew your church through this symbol given;  
grant peace from heaven. 
 

Prayer of the Day* 
God of the tearing heaven, whose holiness is unveiled by one who is submerged in 
all the pain and sin of the earth: 
Give us faith to follow him who goes to the heart of darkness bearing only the 
Spirit of gentle, insistent peace; 
through Jesus Christ, the Promised One. Amen. 

 
Hebrew Scripture: Genesis 1:1-5  (Inclusive Version) 

IN THE BEGINNING God created the heavens and the earth. 
 
But the earth became chaos and emptiness, and darkness came over the face of 
the Deep—yet the Spirit of God was brooding over the surface of the waters. 
 
Then God said, “Light: Be!” and light was. God saw that light was good, and God 
separated light from darkness. God called the light “Day” and the darkness “Night.” 
Evening came, and morning followed—the first day. 
 
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word...  Thanks be to God 

 
Childrens’ Time 
 
Verse: # 458 Praise and Thanksgiving (v 3) 
3 Come, Holy Spirit, come in visitation; 

you are the truth, our hope, and our salvation. 
Baptize with joy and pow'r; give, O Dove descending, 
life never ending. 

 
Gospel Reading: Mark 1:4-11  (Inclusive Version) 

And so John the Baptizer appeared in the desert, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  The whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem went out to John and were baptized by him in the Jordan River 
as they confessed their sins.  John was clothed in camel’s hair and wore a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate nothing but grasshoppers and wild honey.  In the 
course of his preaching, John said, “One more powerful than I is to come after me. 
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I am not fit to stoop and untie his sandal straps.  I have baptized you in water, but 
the One to come will baptize you in the Holy Spirit.” 
 
It was then that Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized in the 
Jordan River by John. Immediately upon coming out of the water, Jesus saw the 
heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. Then a voice came 
from the heavens: “You are my Beloved, my Own. On you my favor rests.” 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word… Thanks be to God 
 
 

Message 
 
Song: #456 Baptized in Water 

1 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
cleansed by the blood of Christ our king: 
heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, 
faithfully now God's praise we sing. 

 
2 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 

dead in the tomb with Christ our king: 
one with his rising, freed and forgiven, 
thankfully now God's praise we sing. 

 
3 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 

marked with the sign of Christ our king: 
born of the Spirit, we are God's children; 
joyfully now God's praise we sing. 

 
Creed of Epiphany  

I believe in God, the creator of the universe, 
who spoke, “Let there be light!” and there was light, 
setting in motion all of creation and blessing it to this day. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
the light that shines in the darkness; 
the darkness cannot overcome it. 
He embodied humanity in the image of God, 
and suffered for the greater good. 
He atoned for our sins 
and died on the cross for us, 
God’s saving grace! 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the guiding light of God in our world. 
Through his spirit, God conquers 
the darkness of human sin, 
helps people grow and 
become the people they are meant to be. 
I believe in the power of transformation, 
here in this world and in the world to come. 
Amen. 
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Offering 
● Text:  to number 833-893-0362 text GIVE 
● Website:   www.slcmv.org  and click on GIVE  
● Mail:  Salem, 2529 N. Laventure Rd, Mt. Vernon, WA 98273 
● THANK YOU to those who have been contributing offerings through one of 

these methods. If you have not yet made the opportunity to give, every and any 
amount makes a difference ; so please consider submitting your offerings so 
that we (together) continue to honor God and support Salem’s ministry & 
mission. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they 
proclaim the forgiveness of sins, Hear us, O God.. 
Mercy becomes You. 
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s 
goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made. 
Hear us, O God. 
Mercy becomes You. 
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and 
for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely. Hear 
us, O God.. 
Mercy becomes You. 
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show 
them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer, that 
God shower compassion. Hear us, O God.. 
Mercy becomes You. 
For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking 
renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, Hear 
us, O God.. 
Mercy becomes You. 

For what or whom else do the people pray? 
(Zoom users: Please unmute or use chat feature to offer your petitions) 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their 
witness inspire us in our baptismal vocations, Hear us, O God.. 
Mercy becomes You. 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
Holy Communion* 

God be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to God. 
We give thanks to God. Thank You God for Your grace. 
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We praise you, Go fo many names, 
whose Spirit runs free through all the earth, 
Whose image lies dep in every mortal soul. 
 
In Your grace 
Your Word is made known to every people, 
calling forth the best they have to offer; 
Your Beloved is immersed in the waters of creation 
healing the chaos that floods our world; 
Your Child is the host who offers new wine 
changing hearts grown withered and cold. 
 
Therefore we celebrate the rays of morning light 
that bathe the world in glory and kindle a new song: 

 
Holy:  #525 You Are Holy 

You are holy, you are whole. You are always ever more than we ever understand. 
You are always at hand.  
 
Blessed are you coming near. 
Blessed are you coming here to your church in wine and bread, 
Raised from soil, raised from dead. 
 
You are holy, you are wholeness, you are present. 
Let the cosmos praise you, Lord!  
 
Sing hosanna in the highest! 
Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to our God! 
 

Words of Institution 
 
Christ’s Prayer  (Inclusive) 

We pray together in the Spirit that Jesus taught: 
Our Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kin-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kin-dom, the power,  and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 

Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 
Given and poured out for you. 
The bread of life for all who hunger. 

The cup of compassion for a broken world. 
 
Lamb of God:  p., 174, Setting 7 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
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Prayer after Communion* 
God of the wedding feast,  
we thank you for sharing with us 
the abundance of your life:  
In the beauty of humility 
may we receive with joy 
the stranger’s gift,  
the water’s grace, 
and the living wine of love’s desire. 
Amen. 
 

Announcements  
 

Blessing: 
  May Christ, who draws the nations into God, 

teach us to love our enemies; 
May Christ, who enters the water of baptism, 
lead us to die to all … but love; 
May  Christ, who gives new wine for the world, 
turn our bitterness into joy;  
And the blessing of God + 
Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit be with now and always. 
Amen. 

 

 
Song: #396 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness 
Refrain: 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free; 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 
1) You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

Then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 
And over the eons you called to each thing: 
“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.” (Refrain) 

 
2) You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 

And you goaded your people with a law and a land; 
And when they were blinded with idols and lies, 
Then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. (Refrain) 

 
3) You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill,  

then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still; 
and down in the city you called once again, 
when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. (Refrain) 

 
4) You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. 

From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams; 
Our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 
With bold new decisions your people arise. (Refrain) 

Dismissal 
Coffee Hour  follows after Worship. 

 
Go in peace. God is with you in every time and space. Thanks be to God. 
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