
Our mission is to love God, to love our neighbor as ourselves,  
and to nurture and strengthen our Christian faith. 

SUNDAY, January 10, 2021 
   Presiding – Debbie Stockdale 

                                                                                                                   .                                                                                                                                                           
We gather as a Christ-infused Community of Faith 

SEED OF MEDITATION    

Light of the World, we bow before You in awe and adoration. Bless us and our simple faith seeking 
understanding. Epiphany means manifestation, lifting the veil, revelation. Reveal to us then what we need to 
know to love You, and serve You, and keep your word with fidelity and truth, courage and hope, this day and 
always. Amen.          Miriam Therese Winter 
  

PRELUDE                

WELCOME 

LIGHTING THE CANDLES   
      
FOCUSING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP  
Come with me on a journey in faith.  Bring your hopes and visions of a new possibility, for God’s work among 
us is just beginning. 

We are called into a future yet unnamed.  We hear the call of Jesus and venture forward, leaving behind 
our comfort zones and certainties. 

But as we travel light, in the spirit of faith and expectation, we are led by the One who brings to light God’s 
dreams for us and for the world. 

May we be witnesses to God’s new tomorrow, and go with confidence, knowing that we never travel 
alone. 
OPENING PRAYER: 
Eternal God, radiant with grace,  
thaw our fears and snow-bound spirits; 
make us shine with your Word, our hope; 
shine with your communion, our life; 
shine with your peace, our joy; 
through Christ, who is our Light. 

HYMN    Arise, Your Light Has Come VU # 79          

Arise, your light has come! The Spirit’s call obey; 
show forth the glory of your God which shines on you today. 

Arise, your light has come! Fling wide the prison door; 



proclaim the captive’s liberty, good tidings to the poor. 

Arise, your light has come! All you in sorrow born, 
bind up the brokenhearted ones and comfort those who mourn. 

Arise, your light has come! The mountains burst in song! 
Rise up like eagles on the wing, God’s pow’r will make us strong. 

READINGS    

Isaiah 60:1-3 A word of hope for a people in exile. 
 
Matthew 2: 1-12 (as found in the Scholars Version translation) Following a Star 

Prayer for Epiphany by Richard Bott, Moderator of the United Church of Canada 

Make me a magi, God. 
Make me someone who looks up and wonders; 
someone ready to leave my comfort 
and journey, not knowing exactly the destination. 

Make me a seeker of possibility, 
a searcher for truth, 
one who asks questions when I lose my way. 

Make me someone who listens to dreams, 
who accepts not only my own mind, 
but is open to the messengers of yours. 

Make me someone who kneels 
in sacred places, (even when my legs are tired), 
who celebrates when they meet the Holy Child, 
who gives gifts without counting the cost. 

Make me someone who travels a new way, 
willing to accept new hardship, 
to protect others from the powers-of-the-day. 

Oh, make me a magi, God, 
that I might glimpse your, "Aha!" 
and, with that Epiphany, alive in my heart, travel on. 
Amen. 

SPECIAL MUSIC      We Three Kings              

REFLECTION    Guiding Lights 
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HYMN    A Light is Gleaming VU #82 

Refrain: A light is gleaming, spreading its arms throughout the night, living in the light. 
Come share its gladness, God’s radiant love is burning bright, living in the light. 

When light comes pouring into the darkest place, 
It hurts our eyes to see the glow. 
Sometimes a word of hope reminds us of our fears, 
Our memories and tears. 

Refrain  

When night is round us and every shadow grows, 
A star is there to light our way. 
It tells a story of Jesus who came near to say: 
“God’s light will ever stay.” 

Refrain  

And Jesus showed us a brighter path to walk. 
He showed us things we hadn’t seen. 
Now we, like Jesus, can help creation shine, 
And this will be a sign: 

Refrain  

So let us live in the brightness God has giv’n, 
And let us rise to see the dawn. 
We trust that God is here asparkle and ablaze, 
Warming all our days.” 

   
Prayers 

Prayer of Jesus – a paraphrase VU p. 916 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
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In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. 
Amen 

Announcements 

Sanctuary Time - 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings 6:30-7:30. Next one January 20. Maximum of 10 people. 
Call the office or email pastoralcare@sduc.ca to register. 

ACTS book study - BRAVING THE WILDERNESS: The Quest for True Belonging and the Courage to Stand 
Alone, by Brene Brown. We plan to meet for ten ZOOM sessions, January 25th to March 30th, 2020. Contact 
the church office if you are interested in joining the group. 

Bible Study via Zoom will also begin again January 28. Please contact the church office if you are interested in 
joining the group. 

BLESSING and COMMISSIONING 
  
HYMN      I am the Light of the World VU #87 

Refrain:   
I am the Light of the World 
You people come and follow me. 
If you follow and love, You'll learn the mystery 
Of what you were meant to do and be. 
 
When the song of the angels is stilled. 
When the star in the sky is gone. 
When the kings and the shepherds have found their way home. 
The work of Christmas is begun! 

Refrain 
 
To find the lost and lonely one, 
To heal that broken soul with love, 
To feed the hungry children with warmth and good food, 
To feel the earth below the sky above! 

Refrain 
 
To free the prisoner from his chains, 
To make the powerful care, 
To rebuild the nations with strength and goodwill, 
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To call a man your brother everywhere. 

Refrain 
 
To bring hope to every task you do, 
To dance at a baby's new birth, 
To make music in an old man's heart, 
And sing to the colors of the earth! 
  
POSTLUDE  
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