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Take a deep breath.  
And again.  

 
 

The Gathering of the Community  
 

Leader  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all 

All:  And also with you.       
Leader  Let us pray. 
All  We thank you, O God, that you have again brought us together on the Lord’s  

   Day to praise you for your goodness and to ask your blessing. 

    Give us grace to see your hand in the week that is past, 

    and your purpose in the week to come; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Leader  Dear friends in Christ,  
    as we turn our hearts and minds  
    to worship almighty God, 
    let us confess our sins. 

All  Most merciful God, 

    we confess that we have sinned against you 

    in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

    and by what we have left undone. 

    We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

    we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

    We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

    For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

    have mercy on us and forgive us, 

    that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

    to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Leader  Merciful God, grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, 

    that we may be cleansed from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind; 

    through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you 

    and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

   

Leader  May the Peace of God be with you. 

All  And also with you. 
 
 

 



Act of Praise: O Healing River        CP #578 

 

O healing river,        

 send down your waters, 

 Send down your waters       

 upon this land. 

 O healing river,        

 send down your waters, 

 And wash the blood        

 from off the sand. 

 

 This land is parching,        

 this land is burning, 

 no seed is growing         

 in the barren ground.       

 O healing river,        

 send down your waters, 

 O healing river,        

 send your waters down. 

  

Let the seed of freedom,       

 awake and flourish, 

 Let the deep roots nourish,       

 let the tall stalks rise. 

 O healing river,        

 send down your waters, 

 O healing river,        

 from out of the skies. 

 

 

Text: Fran Minkoff, © 1964, Appleseed Music, Inc. 

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 734588-A 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Collect of the Day    Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (2002) alt. 
 

God of grace and glory, you call us with your voice from heaven to be 

your people, fruitful and courageous. As your beloved Son embraced his 

mission in the waters of baptism, inspire us with your Spirit to join in his 

transforming work. We ask this in the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen.  

   
 
The Proclamation of the Word 

 

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth 

was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 

wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, "Let 

there be light"; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; 

and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, 

and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 

Psalm 29 

 

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,      

 ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.    

 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;    

 worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.     

 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;     

 the God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;     

 the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendour.    

 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;    

 the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;    

 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,      

 and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.  



The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;     

the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the 

wilderness of Kadesh.             

The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe           

and strips the forests bare.             

And in the temple of the Lord                

all are crying, "Glory!"              

The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;             

the Lord sits enthroned as king for evermore.          

The Lord shall give strength to his people;             

the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.  

Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions 

and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, 

"Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?" They 

replied, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." Then he 

said, "Into what then were you baptized?" They answered, "Into John's 

baptism." Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, 

telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that 

is, in Jesus." On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon 

them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied - altogether there were 

about twelve of them. 

 

Acclamation: Alleluia          CP #712 

 

   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia      

 

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole 

Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 



him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his 

waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, "The one who is 

more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down 

and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." In those days Jesus came from 

Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as 

he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 

the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, 

"You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 

 

Sermon  

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant  We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. 

Over water the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning 

of creation. Through water you led the children of 

Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of 

promise. In water your Son Jesus received the 

baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy 

Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, 

Through his death and resurrection, from the 

bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of baptism. In 

it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we 

share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn 

by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to 

your Son, we celebrate our fellowship in him in faith. 



We pray that all who have passed through the water 

of baptism may continue for ever in the risen life of 

Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honour 

and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Dear friends, 

through the paschal mystery 

we have been buried with Christ in baptism, 

so that we may rise with him to a new life. 

Now that our Lenten observance is ended, 

let us renew the promises we made in baptism, 

when we rejected Satan and all his works, 

and promised to serve God faithfully 

in his holy catholic Church. 

 

Celebrant  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to 

Jesus Christ? 

People   I do. 

Celebrant   Do you believe in God the Father? 

People   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever 

you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People   I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the good 

news of God in Christ? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 

your neighbour as yourself? 



People  I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant   Will you strive for justice and peace among all 

people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 

People   I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant   Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s 

creation, and respect, sustain and renew the life of 

the Earth? 

People   I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant   God the creator, the rock of our salvation, 

has given us new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, 

and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

May he keep us faithful to our calling, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People  
  
Offertory Hymn: What King Would Wade      CP #164 
 

What king would wade through murky streams 
And bow beneath the wave,  
Ignoring how the world esteems 
The powerful and brave? 

   Water, River, Spirit, Grace,  
   Sweep over me, sweep over me! 

Recarve the depth your fingers traced 
In sculpting me.  

 
Christ gleams with water brown with clay 
From land the prophets trod. 
Above him, while the clouds give way, 
Descends the dove of God  



 
Water, River, Spirit, Grace,  

    Sweep over me, sweep over me! 
Recarve the depth your fingers traced 
In sculpting me.  

 
Come bow with Christ beneath the wave.  
He stands here at your side 
And raises you, as from the grave 
God raised him crucified. 

Water, River, Spirit, Grace,  
    Sweep over me, sweep over me! 

Recarve the depth your fingers traced 
In sculpting me.  

 
 

We invite you to make a gift to support the ministry of St. John the Divine.  St. John’s 
accepts e-transfers, online donations through the website and mailed cheques. To learn 
more, go to 
squamishanglicanchurch.ca/pages/donatetostjohn-the-divine-squamish 

 
 
 
Leader  Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 
All   Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

    Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
    For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Leader   Glory to God  
All   whose power, working in us, 

    can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
    Glory to God from generation to generation, 
    in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever. Amen 
 

Leader May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 
of the Holy Spirit.  

All   Amen. 
 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

https://www.squamishanglicanchurch.ca/pages/donate-to-st-john-the-divine-squamish


 

St. John the Divine Prayers for January 10th, 2021 

The Church  

   

The Archdeaconry of Westminster -The Venerable Richard Leggett, Regional 

Archdeacon 

  Mother’s Union – Diocese of New Westminster Chapter  

  Squamish United Church – The Reverend Karen Millard 

  St. John the Divine, Squamish – The Reverend Cameron Gutjahr  

  

 

Immediate Prayer Requests  

 

Nina, Bev, Ed, Rob, Jessica, Susan, Eleanor, Lori, The Howe Sound Women’s 

Centre, the residents of Hilltop House, the residents of Shannon Falls and the 

patients of Squamish General Hospital. 

 

We pray for the repose of the soul of Peg Tinney who died this week. Please pray 
for her and her family at this time. May light perpetual shine upon her.  
 
We pray for the repose of the soul of Lynne Hnetka who died this week. Please 
pray for her and her family at this time. May light perpetual shine upon her.  
 

 

In this time of COVID-19, we pray for all who are sick, for all who are grieving, for 

health care professionals, researchers and emergency personnel. 

 

 

 

 

 



Rector’s Reflection  

 

So, my friends, I am going to be doing something a little different between now and the 

beginning of Lent in this space… I am going to have a little reflect on the Apostle’s 

Creed!  

 

I know a lot of people are challenged by creeds, that’s 100% OK. Is the purpose of this to 

try to make you a creed-lover?  

 

Not at all (I wouldn’t consider myself a particularly ardent creed-lover).  

 

Is it a defence of creeds?  

 

Maybe. But I hope not with any animosity, or in any sort of a combative way.  

 

I just wanted to give us an opportunity to reflect on this thing that we may never have 

reflected on before, or not for a long time. Let us wonder together about why we might 

use it, how we might connect with it, and how (and if) it might matter. If at the end of 

this, you really don’t like the Apostles’ Creed still, again, that’s totally fine. Please let me 

know (as always) if you think what I’m saying is “total bunk,” or if you have some fresh 

new insight, saying to yourself, “I’ve never thought about that before.” Faith is a 

conversation, a journey that I am so glad to be on together with you.  

 

To start this series, let me just say a couple of things. First, these historic creeds came 

together at a time of great diversity and division in the Church (as there continues to be 

today), and was intended to be a “big tent” that had theological space for many to live 

in. I think that that’s important to remember; it is not meant to be confining, but 

spacious, and is not all there is to be said about God or the Christian faith by any stretch 

of the imagination. It was not the end nor the beginning of the conversation on the 

Divine. The creed may then provide for us a connecting point to a Church that is broad 

and diverse, stretching through space and time. Perhaps then it speaks to our faith as a 

collective – the Church – a corporate and communal understanding of “belief” that may 

be a gift (at times) in a very individualistic culture.  

 



The second thing is about that word, “believe.” I think a common misconception about 

the creeds is that they are a series of statements that we must agree with completely, 

be certain about and intellectually assent to. That’s not my understanding of ‘believe.’ I 

understand belief to be much more connected with faith, which in turn has more to do 

with relationship, mystery and the unknown than certitude. I wonder if anything would 

change about how we interact with the creeds if we said “I believe in God” like I would 

say “I believe in you, the person reading this page” (really, I do). What if we meant more 

“I have faith in…”, “I have trust in…”, “I have relationship with…”? Would anything be 

different? And if you need it, I would like to give you permission to disagree, to struggle, 

to challenge and be challenged by the creeds, just like any part of our spiritual life and 

heritage, it might even be healthy for us.  

 

I think that’s enough for today. Tune in next week when we delve into the first section 

of the creed itself!   

 

Thank you, and thanks be to God! 

 

CG+ 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


