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“Who looks out with my eyes? What is the soul? I cannot stop asking. If I could taste 
one sip of an answer, I could break out of this prison for drunks. I didn’t come here of 
my own accord, and I can’t leave that way. Whoever brought me here will have to take 
me home.”  

Rumi  
 

Australian, Anglican, podcast host Dom Fay, shares a story about how at his previous church, 
this beautiful and compelling poem by Sufi poet Rumi opened their liturgy.  
It captured for him what being a Christ follower was all about – seeking mystery, an encounter 
with Christ, always on an unfolding journey.  
 
Until one day, he sat next to the Pastor of the church, who whispered to Dom shortly after the 
poem was said in union, I still don’t know why we say this. We have the answer don’t we – 
Jesus is the answer, we are no longer seekers.  

https://omny.fm/shows/on-the-way/toxic-or-liberating-the-stories-we-tell-ourselves 
 
Friends, on this Epiphany Sunday – I would like to with those wonderful Magi from the East, 
offer a different perspective.  
 
Seeking Christ, following the ways and wisdom of Jesus is a life-long quest.  
The human journey is one of seeking, of constant discovery. 
 
The psalms are a wonderful example of the movement from orientation to disorientation and 
to reorientation. A constant movement through life.  

Walter Brueggemann The Psalms and the life of faith. 
 
Here at St Catherine’s our mission statement is clear:  
St. Catherine's Anglican Church at the heart of Edgemont Village in North Vancouver is a 
contemporary community of Christian seekers and we welcome you to join us in the journey. 
 
 
Victor Frankl a Jewish psychiatrist and survivor of Auschwitz, writes in his well-known book 
Man’s search for meaning:  
 
The meaning of life differs from person to person, from day to day and from hour to hour.  
What matters, therefore is not the meaning of life in general but rather the specific meaning of 
a person’s life at a given moment.  
Ultimately, a person should not ask what the meaning of their life is, but rather they must 
recognize that it is he/she/they who is asked. In a word, each person is questioned by their 



life: and they can only answer to life by answering for their own life: to life they can only 
respond by being responsible” 
 

Frankl, Man’s Search for Meaning 
First published in 1946 in Austria 

 
Today on this feast day, Epiphany we are witnesses to the journey of astrologers, probably Zora 
Astrian seekers, who set out on a quest to answer a puzzle, a puzzle presented to them by their 
very vocation of readers of the lights of the sky – of stars, planets, comets.  
 
Epiphany is not just a word we use for this Day of honouring the quest of this caravan of desert 
journeyers, it is also a word we use to describe a manifestation of a divine or supernatural 
being or a moment of sudden revelation or insight. 
 
The very nature of being human is to live with unquenchable curiosity about life and death, 
about the depths of ourselves. As theologian Richard Holloway writes: It is our certainties that 
crucify us. 
 
Perhaps one of the tragedies of our time, is that the vast majority of human spiritual seekers do 
so alone. When the very heart of spirituality, though an inner quest, is about connecting with 
the human family, becoming as it were a tribe of explorers and seekers of wisdom 
 
In an interview on the Enneagram, Russ Hudson remarks:  
“We need to apprentice ourselves in a community of learners. To show up in the world and 
offer our gifts, we need to become ‘useable’. This happens when we are part of something 
bigger. We are not just on our own in our own heads, limited by the capacity of our individual 
personalities.” 

Russ Hudson (Enneagram podcast: https://theshiftnetwork.com/Enneagram-
Wisdom/recording?utm_campaign=01AncientEnneagram01_21&utm_medium=
email&utm_source=maropost&utm_content=01ancientenneagram01_21%20rus

s%20hudson%20recording%20+%20fast-
action%20expires%202021.01.09&mpweb=708-9239439-744337233 

 
 
So, what is it that religion offers in the midst of the human search, particularly in these 
disorienting times? 
And specifically, the Christian Faith and the church?  
 
For many, the church has been a disappointment, a place where premature answers have shut 
down the opening of the human heart as it searches for God, the more, the Now, Presence.  
 
Communities of faith can provide a wonderful container, a wide tent, where people on their 
individual journeys can come together to seek, to share perspectives, to challenge each other, 
to learn to love, to enter the dance with the triune – Maker, Lover and Keeper of life.  



God who is both in us and always just beyond our grasp.  
It is a common journey of inquiry rather than certainty.  
 
Yet we need to realize that.. 
 
Church life is also hard. Its gritty, its demanding, it shines a light on all the ideals and our 
fabricated images of God and of God’s people that are not real.  
Quite frankly, Church is disappointing.  
 
A necessary part of life and discovery and deconstruction.  
 
Barbara Brown Taylor voices some of that disappointment in her book: Leaving Church. 
She writes:  
"If my time in the wilderness (and by this she means wandering in the desert of grappling with 
her faith) taught me anything, it is that faith in God has both a center and an edge and that 
each is necessary for the soul's health. If I developed a complaint during my time in the 
wilderness, it was that [the] Church lavished so much more attention on those at the center 
than on those at the edge." 
 
 
The Anglican church has been such a gift to me in my journey. On my pilgrimage as a post-
evangelical, spiritual seeker… I have found a community of seekers:  
 
We are a people who:  
Hold find truth in the tension between counter-opposites.  

- Affirming both the sacred and secular, both the material and the non-material, both the 
mind and the heart, both the transcendence and the intimate closeness of God. 
 

Are not “black and white” thinkers 
- instead affirm the ambiguity of experience and the value of learning to tolerate and 

embrace complexity and ambiguity in many aspects of human life and in the spiritual 
journey. 

 
Are Open-minded:  

- Anglicans are people of a questioning faith. We search for wisdom in many places and 
encourage people to listen to each other and to bring their honest questions to their 
spiritual life. 
 

Intuitive:  
- Anglicans are at home in the world of image, symbol, myth, ritual, and the arts. Very few 

Anglicans write systematic theologies. Instead we are writers, poets, pastors, and 
musicians. 
 

 



Aesthetic:  
- Anglicans believe that beauty is the doorway to truth and goodness and that beauty is a 

doorway to God. 
 
Political:  

- Anglicans believe that Christian life has political implications and that civic life is both a 
legitimate 

 
By John Westerhoff has described Anglican Spirituality and what he calls Anglican Temperament 

in the following ways.  These elements of our Anglican tradition are key to our speech about 
who we are both within our parishes and to those who may be interested and intrigued with an 

Anglican way of life. 
 

And on Wednesday, January 6th, the day of Epiphany, I once again saw the best of the church in 
the USA as her leaders called out the misuse of power as the riots were happening on Capitol 
Hill:  
 
Bishop Budd and Dean Hollerith of Washington’s National Cathedral responded in a live 
statement:  
 
They said:  

- This is an attempt to hold onto power 
- This is not a Christian endeavor 
- They reminded the nation of the Social contracts of their constitution – one 

person one vote – all counted, all respected 
- The principles of the democratic process: 

§ Care for neighbor 
§ Accepting outcomes we might not like 
§ Gracious in victory and magnanimous in defeat 

- And that unchecked power leads to violence  
(Herod the Great in our Gospel today is a reminder of that)  
 

 
For as those wise ones taught us:  
All that is gold does not glitter, 
Not all those who wander are lost; 
The old that is strong does not wither, 
Deep roots are not reached by the frost. 
From the ashes a fire shall be woken, 
A light from the shadows shall spring; 
Renewed shall be blade that was broken, 
The crownless again shall be king. 

Lord of the Rings, Fellowship of the Ring, JRR Tolkien 


