
"Allegiance" 
Matthew 4:1-11 

 
 
    Overview            Allegiance is a very old and powerful idea.  It is perhaps first thought of in terms  

      of swearing allegiance to a king or queen.  In our context we might hear it most  
      often in a discussion about swearing allegiance to a flag or country.   
 
      We don’t always think of our Christian faith in terms of allegiance – but one way          
      of defining a Christian believer is to say that Christians are those who have  
      chosen to make Jesus the object of their first and highest allegiance. 

  
                               In today’s passage we study how Satan may try to tempt us away from our first  
                               allegiance (and hopefully we will also learn how to keep out first allegiance where  
                               it belongs).  

 
 
 Getting Started  The Devil Made Me Do it??? 

 
 1.   What snack food would you say is your greatest temptation? 
 
 2.   If you could go on national television to warn the nation about a temptation  
  to watch out for, which one would it be and why?  

 
3.   Have you ever had a “wilderness” or “desert” experience where you have 
 faced a heightened challenge to your faith?  What were the 
 circumstances?  

 
 
     The Text    

 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted v by the devil. 2 After 
 fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, 
 “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”  

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of God.’”  

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are 
the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:  

“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you,  
and they will lift you up in their hands,  
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”  

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 

splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”  
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him 

only.’”  
11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

              Matthew 4:1-11 (NIV) 
 

 



 
The Video (optional)     “Allegiance” – Matthew 4:1-11 - by Dennis Bunio, Jan. 10/21  
     (view at www.immanuelonline.ca) 
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Understanding 

 1.  In verse 1, we read that Jesus is led into the wilderness to be tempted by the  
  devil.  Who leads Him?  Whose idea is this temptation?  Why would God  
  want Jesus to be tempted in this way? 
 
 2.  What does Christ choose to do for forty days according to verse 2?  Why  
  would He choose to do this (i.e. how would this impact His walk with His  

    Father)? 
 
   3.  What is the first temptation that Satan brings to Christ (vs. 3)?  What would be 
    wrong with Jesus following Satan’s suggestion?  For a clue to what is at  
    stake, read a bit more of the passage that Jesus quotes in response (read  
    Deut. 8:1-3, 11-20). 
 
   4.  What is the second temptation Satan presents to Christ (vs. 5-6)?  How might  
    this be a temptation for Christ?  What is the Scripture that Satan presents  
    in support of his idea (and how does he twist the meaning to suit his  
    purpose (see all of Psalm 91))? 
 
   5.  Jesus responds to the second temptation in verse 7 by quoting Deut. 6:16  
    (see also Exodus 17:1-7).  What is the issue at stake (i.e. why would it be  
    wrong for Jesus to do what Satan suggests)? 
 
   6.  What is the third temptation recorded in this passage (vs 8-9)?  What is the  
    condition Jesus must meet in order to take Satan up on his offer?  What  
    would it mean for Jesus to accept that condition?  How does Jesus   
    respond (vs. 10)? 
 
   7.  How did the Heavenly Father care for Jesus after the temptation was over (vs. 
    11)? 
 
   8.  In responding to each of these temptations, Jesus quotes from Scriptural  
    accounts referencing Israel’s wilderness wanderings following their   
    liberation from captivity in Egypt.  What is Jesus trying to communicate by  
    using these Scriptures in His responses (consider the theme outlined in  
    Deut. 6:4-5)?  

 

   



 
    
   Applying 
   1. Jesus is clearly led by God into the wilderness.  But the Lord’s prayer asks that 

   we not be led into temptation (Matthew 6:13).  Has God contradicted  
   Himself by leading Jesus into the wilderness for this testing?    How do  
   you reconcile these two accounts?  
 

   2.  Jesus would have been extremely vulnerable to a temptation involving food  
    after fasting for 40 days?  When (under what circumstances) are you most 
    vulnerable to Satan’s schemes?  
 
   3.  Can you think of a time when you had to battle against one of the three  
    temptations talked about in this passage (the call to trust in worldly   
    provision, to trust in our own plan, or to worship/trust a worldly source as  
    opposed to maintaining allegiance to God)?  What did God teach you  
    through that experience?  
 
   4.  How have you seen people twist Scripture to suit their own agenda? 
 
   5.  In what ways do you see people putting the Lord “to the test”?  Are there any  
    ways in which you may be tempted to do this? 
 
   6.  How would the cross have been at stake during the time Satan was tempting  
    Jesus?  What are some of the different ways Satan might bring even  
    greater destruction to our life and witness beyond an initial failure? 
 
   7.  Have you ever encountered angels who have ministered to you in your time of 
    need? 
 
   8.  What (besides His perfect character and resolve) enabled Jesus to resist  
    these temptations (vs. 1, 11)?   What practical steps can we take to follow  
    Jesus’ example in this? 
 
 
 
Memory Verse(s) 

    

  7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
  8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you  
  sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
           
           James 4:7-8 (NIV) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  
 
Extra Resources 

 
v “Allegiance” – Matthew 4:1-11 - by Dennis Bunio, Jan. 10/21 (view at 

www.immanuelonline.ca).  Pastor Dennis reviews how Christ’s testing in 
the wilderness can help us prepare for our own battle against temptation. 

v “Satan’s Go-To Temptation Against You” -  J. D. Greear (article at 
www.desiringgod.org, Aug. 3, 2018).  Greear discusses the critical role our 
identity in Christ plays in our fight against temptation.  

v “Is Satan Omnipresent?” - by J. I. Packer (at www.christianitytoday.com, 
Sept. 19, 2000).  Packer balances Satan’s limitations with the very real 
threat he poses to us.  

 


