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Camrose United Church 
Sunday January 10, 2021 

Love through the waters of life 
Rev. Helen Reed, Diaconal Minister 

Candle Lighting 
We light the Christ Candle, aware of God around, among, & within 
us. In a moment of silence, we prepare ourselves to celebrate God’s 
presence in our community. 

 

Hymn: ♫ MV#115 Behold, behold,  
 
Coming into Worship 
Today our faith stories speak to us of ‘becoming’ out 
of Chaos; of making something out of nothing; 
of being open for God to re-place us in the world 
with our faith. During this time of revisiting  
the power of water to transform us, may we be 
reminded that God’s love seeps into our lives, 
washes away our fears, and pours forth for all 
people. Come, let us worship. 
 
Hymn: ♫ VU#449 Crashing Waters at Creation 
 
Scripture Reading:  
Genesis 1:1-5 (New Revised Standard Version) 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, 
the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face 
of the deep, while the spirit of God swept over the face of the 
waters.  
3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  
4 And God saw that the light was good;  
and God separated the light from the darkness.  
5 God called the light Day, and the darkness was called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning,  
the first day. 
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Wondering: 
As I read this familiar Scripture of the beginning  
I wondered if  
God had experienced other beginnings,  
other worlds and places,  
that had been drawn out of nothingness  
to become something good? 
I wondered what kind of light had been  
hidden in the darkness,  
waiting for the power of God to draw it out? 
I wondered how God knew it was time  
to separate the light from the darkness? 
 
Prayer for Awareness and God’s grace. 
Holy God,  
Our first story today reminds us that  
when we are overwhelmed,  
when we feel that we are covered by darkness  
that you can help us find and be the light.  
We get mired down in the darkness.  
We let its weight hold us back. 
In the swirling waters of life 
that make us feel out of control, 
we focus on the damage that is done 
instead of the newness created.  
We resist new ways, new paths. 
Forgive us, God. 
Help us to go with the flow, 
with grace and compassion for fellow creatures. 
Help us to feel your spirit sweep around us 
lifting up our lights to illumine the world. 
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May we sink into the new,  
comforting, motions of life,  
knowing that you are there to lift us,  
to light us, to love us. Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance  
In the beginning… God was there: 
creating, swirling, sweeping. 
Because God could see  
possibilities in the darkness. 
God could see  
the potential of hidden lights  
to be part of a bold new world. 
God continues to create, swirl and sweep.  
God continues to open up possibilities  
where we miss them.  
God continues to be there and here  
loving us and lifting us up  
to be God’s bold new world.   
Thanks be to God.  
 
Scripture Reading:  
Mark 1:4-11 New Revised Standard Version 
4 John was baptizing in the wilderness, proclaiming a    
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And 
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people 
of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  
6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He 
proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong 
of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
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The Baptism of Jesus 
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and 
was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And just as he was 
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice 
came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am 
well pleased.” 

 
Scripture is our song for the journey,  
the living word passed on  
from generation to generation  
to guide and inspire. 
God calls us to be doers of the word  
and not hearers only. 
 
Reflection:  
This reflection was written before the Epiphany day events in 
the U.S. The riots that occurred have shaken many of us. A 
leader has stirred up discontent, manipulated truth and 
capitalized on the fear and frustration of people.  
 
We must be careful that we do not discount the possibility 
that we could find ourselves reacting in anger too. Let us 
look for leaders that will act with honesty and integrity. Let us 
be wary of truths not based on facts.  
 
Let us pray for all those caught up in violence: perpetrators, 
victims, protectors, responders.  
What are our priorities, what are our needs… do they deny 
others theirs? 
 
Loving our neighbors sometimes means recognizing that it is 
their time to be heard, to be cared for.  
So, let us hear the teachings of God to guide our way, our 
actions in God’s world. 
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We have emerged from the celebration of 
Christmas and Epiphany – a time that may have 
been very different, unsettling and perhaps a bit of 
an eyeopener for us about our needs and priorities 
of life and faith.  
 
We now find ourselves trying to re-enter normal 
times. In the church this ‘Normal’ time after 
Christmas is named as ‘Ordinary Time’. Although 
the Ordinary is probably not as we would think. This 
is the time of putting things in order – an Ordinal 
time. In this time, we remember stories that put us 
into order, remind us of our priorities, remind us of 
the stories of Jesus that give us direction and place 
in our living.  
 
One of the Ordinal stories we hear each year at this 
time is that of Jesus’ baptism and this year we hear 
this from the Gospel of Mark. 
 
The Gospel of Mark is thought to be the first Gospel 
to be written and is consequently named as the first 
gathering of the traditions and stories about Jesus. 
One of the definitions of the word “Gospel” is 
‘teaching” and so in this Ordinal time of putting 
things in order, we hear some teachings that are to 
help us ground ourselves. Mark’s purpose in writing 
these teachings has been identified as a way of 
diverting people from the Jewish war with Rome 
which began in in 66 CE and lasted for 4 years 
culminating with the destruction of the temple. Mark 
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was trying to reach faithful people and remind them 
of Jesus’ role as the Messiah—a prophet, teacher, 
and Miracle worker -- not a military leader and 
political king. Mark spoke of Jesus as one who 
suffered as they suffered, who died as they died but 
who offered respite from all that by being 
resurrected, lifted from life, by God.  
 
Jesus came to be baptized by his cousin John… a 
man of faith who offered the opportunity for people 
to publicly declare their faith and their determination 
to change how they lived to reflect that faith.  
John saw in Jesus one who understood faith and 
spirit more than anyone else and so he resisted 
offering the same opportunity to Jesus perhaps 
because he saw Jesus as having more power, more 
spiritual status than he. But Jesus wanted to be 
seen as making the same commitment as the 
faithful folk he spoke to. He engaged at the same 
level, with the same words, making the same 
commitment as he asked others to do.  
 
In making that commitment publicly he declared that 
he was one with them, working for them. When he 
did this, he saw the Spirit of God affirming his 
decision and reminding him that God would be with 
him.  
 
In this scripture, Jesus is the one who sees the 
spirit. The scripture does not tell us that anyone else 
does. He knew what he had promised, he knew that 
God would guide him. 
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After that wonderful and affirming moment, it would 
be up to him to make the right choices to show his 
faith, to teach and guide the people who trusted 
him.  
 
In the priorities and ordering of life, this story may 
teach us that being a leader is engaging with 
people, earning their respect, making the same 
commitment in words and actions that we ask 
others to do.  
 
After all, Jesus could have said “You’re right John, 
you don’t need to baptize me. I already know God’s 
got my back”. Instead he chose to follow the same 
process and order as others did to let them know 
that he respected the decisions that they committed 
to too. 
 
The other Ordinal story that we hear today is one 
that invites us to consider how miraculous it is to be 
loved by God.  
We are reminded that out of the waters of the deep, 
God created life. We are reminded that in what we 
might perceive as a swirling, bleak, darkness God 
saw possibilities. In that beginning story God started 
with the basics… separating the dark from the light.  
The waters of the Jordan swirled around Jesus and 
the many others who were on the river bank with 
him. They entered those muddy waters to make 
their declaration of living well into the future, of 
loving well into the future.  
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We too are finding ourselves in swirling, muddy 
waters of life. Our life order is mixed up – as our 
changed Christmas rituals showed us, there are 
times when we feel as though we are living in a 
darkness that overwhelms us, that we need leaders 
who will jump in with us, living what we live so that 
they understand our struggles too.  
What will we do with these swirling, overwhelming 
moments?  
 
I think that, first, we need to have faith. We need to 
have faith that God will guide us out of this mess; 
that if we follow God’s wish, Jesus’ teaching of 
loving our neighbours – all of them – we will 
experience the possibilities that God sees in the 
world of new life, of moving into the light.  
 
I think that we also need to be prepared to step into 
the mud, to say to everyone around us that we are 
there to help, to support to work together to make 
the world a better place; that we are prepared to do 
the same as everyone else to bring light into the 
world.  
 
In this church time of putting our life back into some 
kind of order (even if it’s a different order), we need 
to trust that God will lead us to the light ahead, that 
God is with us for the long haul, that even in the 
muddy waters of life the spirit is with us, around us, 
among us offering us what we need to be who God 
knows we are.  
Thanks be to God.  
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Hymn: ♫ MV#109 My soul is thirsting for you 
 
Offering Invitation 
These stories,  
of the Spirit emerging out of the waters of life,  
remind us that God comes to us  
from the most amazing places.  
If we are to welcome God’s presence and love 
in our life,  
our response needs to be life-giving, light-giving:  
an opportunity for others to find a way  
out of the darkness into new possibilities.  
Let us offer what we can: 
our hearts, our labour, our treasure  
to enable the church to be  
the light of God’s love in the world.  
 
Prayer of Dedication: 
God who moves in, around and through the waters, 
we remember you are near  
and offer our gifts of gratitude to you, for your use. 
We remember our abundance. 
We remember your love  
that holds us together in the world.  
We come with earnest hope and faith  
to offer what we have, do what we can, 
to be partners is your loving creation. Amen. 
 
Hymn: ♫ MV#150 Spirit God, be our breath (verse 
3) 
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Prayers from God’s People, For God’s People 
Creator God  
who loves us, and guides us, and lights our way: 
 
We hear the words: “In the beginning”  
and we know  
that the story of your faithfulness has begun.  
We hear the words:  
“You are my beloved:  
with you I am well pleased” 
and we know that you love us  
and will come to us when we are ready to hear you. 
 
We pray for your world: 
For the earth that holds the water,  
the land and the creatures. 
For the sky, the air, the light.  
May all creatures remember  
the treasure that you have shared with us.  
May we remember our responsibility  
to hold each piece with care.  
May we follow the light of your love. 
 
We pray for leaders in our world: 
That they will remember that  
their best success is reached  
by giving up themselves, 
That in the chaos of our current lives,  
you can and will offer them strength 
and light if they are willing to listen.  
May they follow the light of your love.  
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We pray for  
the hurt, the healing, the lonely, the sorrowing 
In the world we share, all are not equal:  
lives are disrupted by violence, by illness, by death.  
There are those who reach for darkness,  
and those who hope for light.  
May those who are hurting, those who are 
sorrowing,  
feel your love surround them.  
May those who support them  
know your care and strength  
as they offer what they can to hold and heal  
broken bodies and hearts.  
May the light of your love descend on them.  
 
We pray for ourselves.  
That in the chaos we will remember  
you offer us calm; 
That in the swirling, unpredictable patterns of life  
we will see you creating new ways of living for us.  
That we will open our hearts  
to feel your spirit come to us,  
That your love will give us  
the courage and power  
to move forward into being  
a living example of your love in the world.  
May the light of your love fill us always.  
Amen.  
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Sending Forth and Blessing 
Let us go from this time blessed by the knowledge 
that God knows us in the darkness, 
God will pull our light out from the darkness,  
God is always helping us find our moment. 
And may the creating love of God,  
the swirling path of Jesus, 
the power of sweeping spirit 
that pulls us into a life of abundance 
be with us now and always. 
Amen.  
 
Changing the Christ Candle: 
The light of Christ, shining into all the corners of the earth, 
showing us where we are and where we are meant to be.  
The Spirit of God. Breathe it in...and know that God is with 
us wherever we go.  

 
Sending Song: ♫ VU#375 Spirit, Spirit of 

Gentleness 
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