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FOUNDATIONS
session 1: discovering cornerstone

Truths to Remember Concerning the Church
1. God created the Church for His eternal purposes. (Ephesians 3:9-12)
2. Christ is the head of the Church. (Ephesians 5:21-24; Colossians 1:18)
3. Christ builds His Church. (Matthew 16:18)

Our vision as a church is
“To see ALL people experience new life in Christ by being disciples who
make disciples.”

When we as God’s people faithfully demonstrate the following three
practices in our lives, we believe that we will see people experience new
life in Jesus.

1. To HONOR God and ENJOY Him now and forever.
Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work
within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. 21 Glory
to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever
and ever! Amen.
– Ephesians 3:20-21 (NLT)

For everything comes from him and exists by his power and is intended
for his glory. All glory to him forever! Amen.
– Romans 11:36 (NLT)
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So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of
God.
– 1 Corinthians 10:31 (NLT)

You guide me with your counsel,
leading me to a glorious destiny.
25 Whom have I in heaven but you?
I desire you more than anything on earth.
26 My health may fail, and my spirit may grow weak,
but God remains the strength of my heart;
he is mine forever.
- Psalm 73:24-26 (NLT)
“I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are
one… Father, I want these whom you have given me to be with me
where I am. Then they can see all the glory you gave me because you
loved me even before the world began!
- John 17:22-24 (NLT)

The Keys to Glorifying God are
A) Loving God SUPREMELY
B) Serving God HIS Way
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We can neither honor God nor enjoy Him now and forever without first
believing in Jesus, in his person and his work, to receive the forgiveness of
sin resulting in a right relationship with God.

The Pivotal Question: Are we bringing glory to God by our actions?

If not, we need to repent. The SUPREME purpose of every Christian is to
enjoy God and bring Him glory.

Any church or disciple that is not exalting Christ with their actions have
LOST their reason for existing.

2. To MAKE DISCIPLES

Christ said He would BUILD His Church (Matthew 16:18) but He told His
Church to MAKE disciples (Matthew 28:18-20).
Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in
heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given
you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
– Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT)
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We are to BE a disciple who MAKES disciples.
So if you ignore the least commandment and teach others to do the same,
you will be called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But anyone who
obeys God’s laws and teaches them will be called great in the Kingdom of
Heaven.
- Matthew 5:19 (NLT)
The Definition of a Disciple
Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish
for people!”
- Matthew 4:19 (NLT)
A Disciple Is someone who
A) Knows Jesus - “Jesus called out to them”
B) Is Following Jesus – “Come, follow me”
C) Is being Changed by Jesus - “I will make you fishers of men”
D) Is Helping others BE a Disciple of Jesus – “I will show you”
To be a church that effectively makes disciples we must accurately
identify our target and aim for that target!

Brother Juniper
1961

Matt Emmons
2004 Olympic Games
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Cornerstone’s Discipleship Target can be found on Pages 9-13.

Every Discipleship Opportunity we offer as a church should
ENCOURAGE, EQUIP, or ENGAGE God’s people in at least one of the
areas of the Discipleship Target.

The Key to Making Disciples
To be more like Jesus and to help others become more like Jesus, we
must partner and rely on the HOLY SPIRIT.

So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of
the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like
him as we are changed into his glorious image.
- 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NLT)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And
you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in
Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
- Acts 1:8 (NLT)

3. To BLESS and PRESERVE our Community
There are 7,487 promises from God to us in the Bible. One of these
promises stands out like a mountain peak because God made it to a man
named Abram some four thousand years ago. Some 4,000 years later God
is still being faithful to his promise today and we have and are benefiting
from his faithfulness.
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The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and
your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make you
into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a
blessing to others. 3 I will bless those who bless you and curse those who
treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through
you.”
- Genesis 12:1-3 (NLT)

God DESIRES and EXPECTS His people to make a positive difference in
the world where they live.

When God sent word to the Israelites who had been exiled to Babylon, He
urged them to,
“…work for the peace and prosperity of the city where I sent you into exile.
Pray to the Lord for it, for its welfare will determine your welfare.”
- Jeremiah 29:7 (NLT)

Proverbs 11:10 (NLT) says,
“The whole city celebrates when the godly succeed; they shout for joy
when the wicked die.”
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In his book Unimaginable, Jeremiah J. Johnston provides evidence for
how we who have been blessed by God keeping his promise to Abraham
are blessing this nation in which we live.
A Pew Research study revealed that 63% of atheists and agnostics think
places of worship “contribute not much or nothing at all to solving important
social problems.”
While everyone is entitled to their opinion, research has shown that faith
positively impacts our nation’s well being. The following are examples of
how God is still blessing all people through Abraham’s descendants.

• There are about 350,000 religious congregations in the U.S. and a “vast

majority…serve in some capacity as a community safety net for those in
need.

• Together, with faith-based organizations, congregations help over 70
million Americans each year.

• Over 60% of the 46,000 agencies working with food banks nationwide
are faith-based organizations.

• Churches and faith-based organizations are vital in disasters. In light of
Hurricane Katrina, a network of more than 50 churches distributed 62
million pounds of resources throughout the storm stricken region of
Louisiana.

• Baylor University has ample evidence to persuasively conclude that “the
total current savings to U.S. Society from America’s religiousness is
$2.67 trillion per year.

• It is estimated that about 138 million hours of mental health services are
provided per a year by the near 353,000 clergy who serve their
communities at little or no cost to those who receive counseling.

• Baylor’s research concludes that “should all Americans become non-

attenders (of church), mental health costs could increase as much as
$216 billion.

• Followers of Christ have also helped overthrow slavery twice, in the

Roman Empire and in the USA, and many are currently fighting against
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human trafficking, modern day slavery. There are over 45 million people
enslaved throughout the world today.

• The teachings of Jesus in action through his disciples give peoples’ lives
value at every age and stage regardless of color, race, gender, creed, or
health.

• The teachings of Christianity have given women voice and value,
something foreign to the pre-Christian world.

• Christianity has positively affected education and healthcare, laying the
foundations for hospitals and universities.

End of Session 1

NEXT STEPS
□ Believe in Jesus
□ Follow Jesus in Baptism (See Flyer in Front Pocket)
□ Read Bylaws (Located in Back Pocket)
□ Read Our Beliefs and Practices (Located in Front Pocket)
□ Check our current information about you and your family. Please make
corrections where needed and return. (Located in Front Pocket)
□ Take Foundations Session 2
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THE DISCIPLESHIP TARGET

A Disciple of Jesus is someone who
Knows Jesus
Is Following Jesus
Is Being Changed by Jesus
Is helping others BE Disciples of Jesus
WHO…

1. LOVES GOD
“Teacher, which is the most important commandment in the law of Moses?”
37 Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all
your soul, and all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest
commandment.
– Matthew 22:36-38 (NLT)
Disciples love God through:
• Loving His Word
“How I love your instruction! It is my meditation all day long.”
- Psalm 119:97 (CSB)
• Internalizing His Word (Memorization & Obedience – Pursuing holiness)
“I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.
- Psalm 119:11 (NIV)
• Praying regularly with boldness
“Therefore let all the faithful pray to you while you may be found.”
- Psalm 32:6 (NIV)
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• Fasting in obedience to the Holy Spirit’s leading
“And when you fast, don’t make it obvious, as the hypocrites do, for they try
to look miserable and disheveled so people will admire them for their
fasting. I tell you the truth, that is the only reward they will ever get. 17 But
when you fast, comb your hair and wash your face. 18 Then no one will
notice that you are fasting, except your Father, who knows what you do in
private. And your Father, who sees everything, will reward you.”
- Matthew 6:16-18 (NLT)
• Gathering regularly for worship with other believers
“And let us not neglect our meeting together.”
- Hebrews 10:25a (NLT)
• Giving their money
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
- 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NIV)
• Loving others
“Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people,
but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.”
- Leviticus 19:18 (NIV)

“Teacher, which is the most important commandment in the law of Moses?”
37 Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all
your soul, and all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest
commandment. 39 A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’ 40 The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based
on these two commandments.”
- Matthew 22:36-40 (NLT)
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2. GROWS IN COMMUNITY
“As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend.”
– Proverbs 27:17 (NLT)
A Disciple Grows in Community through:
One on One Relationships
Being mentored
“For lack of guidance a nation falls, but victory is won through many
advisers.”
- Proverbs 11:14 (NIV)
Mentoring others
“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an
example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in
purity.”
- 1 Timothy 4:12 (NIV)
Family Relationships
Loving his wife / Submitting to her husband
“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave
himself for her.”
- Ephesians 5:25 (NIV)
“Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.”
- Ephesians 5:22 (NIV)
Teaching their children
“Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”
- Deuteronomy 6:7 (NIV)
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Relationships with other Believers
“All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to
fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to
prayer.”
- Acts 2:42 (NLT)
“Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may
be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and
produces wonderful results.”
- James 5:16 (NLT)

3. SERVES OTHERS
“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to
give his life as a ransom for many.”
– Mark 10:45 (NLT)
A Disciple serves others by:
Serving in their church
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,
as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms.”
- 1 Peter 4:10 (NIV)
Serving in their home
“Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others
as better than yourselves. 4 Don’t look out only for your own interests, but
take an interest in others, too.”
- Philippians 2:3-4 (NLT)
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4. SHARES THE GOSPEL
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you
will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem,
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
- Acts 1:8 (NLT)
A Disciple shares the Gospel by
Being intentional in sharing the Gospel, in lifestyle and word, with those
they are already in relationship with. They share the Gospel personally.
“The man who had been freed from the demons begged to go with him. But
Jesus sent him home, saying, 39 “No, go back to your family, and tell them
everything God has done for you.” So he went all through the town
proclaiming the great things Jesus had done for him.”
- Luke 8:38-39 (NLT)
Being part of the local church’s efforts in sharing the Gospel through
worship gatherings, special events, mission trips, or mission projects.
“Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you with joy, 5 for you have
been my partners in spreading the Good News about Christ from the time
you first heard it until now.”
- Philippians 1:4-5 (NLT)
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FOUNDATIONS
session 2: exploring
membership & partnership

What is this?

Guess:

Guess:

Guess:

___________________

___________________

___________________

Actual:

Actual:

Actual:

___________________

___________________

___________________

“What is the church?” OR “Who is the church?”

The church is the PEOPLE of GOD.
The people of God are those who have been made right with Him through
right belief in Jesus. These people have been called to God and for God,
by God.
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Who are the People of God?

1. The People of God have a RIGHT RELATIONSHIP with God.
“But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while
we were still sinners. 9 And since we have been made right in God’s sight
by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s
condemnation. 10 For since our friendship with God was restored by the
death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be
saved through the life of his Son. 11 So now we can rejoice in our
wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ
has made us friends of God.”
- Romans 5:8-11 (NLT)

2. The People of God are the FAMILY of God.
“God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us
to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave
him great pleasure.”
- Ephesians 1:5 (NLT)
"So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead,
you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children.
Now we call him, ‘Abba, Father.’”
- Romans 8:15 (NLT)

Our reconciliation with God affects our relationships with
others.

Page 15

We are UNIFIED with others through Christ as MEMBERS of God’s
FAMILY. (See Ephesians 2:11-19)
Our love for our Christian brothers and sisters, the church, is proof that
our relationship with God is genuine. (See 1 John 2:9-11)
From these passages, we learn that when God calls us to be in
relationship with Himself, He also calls us into relationship with his other
children.
This is good news! As a family, we get to live our lives in fellowship with
each other - we do not have to go through life alone!

3. The People of God are PARTNERS in Spreading the Good
News about Jesus.
“Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. 4 Whenever I pray, I
make my requests for all of you with joy, 5 for you have been my partners
in spreading the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it
until now.”
- Philippians 1:3-5 (NLT)
“For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so
that we could be made right with God through Christ. (6:1) As God’s
partners, we beg you not to accept this marvelous gift of God’s kindness
and then ignore it.”
- 2 Corinthians 5:21-6:1 (NLT)

Key questions: Are you committed to God’s plan for His
people? To displaying the wisdom of God in Christ?
The local church provides a tangible picture of the life changing power of
the Gospel to the world as God’s family works together to make Him
known. This type of missional community is made possible because of
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redeemed lives made possible by God’s wisdom and the cross of Christ
(Ephesians 3:10; John 13:34-35).
Commitment to God’s plan for His people is demonstrated by commitment
to a specific and identifiable group of people, namely,
the local church.
In the New Testament, the word for “church” is used 114 times to refer to a
local church (or churches), while it is only used 13 times to refer to the
universal church.
Commitment to the church is easy when the church is an abstract,
universal reality. But the New Testament assumes commitment to real
people in real local churches with all their faults and failures. We get to
love people as we share our lives with them. This is the pathway to
Christian growth and holiness. Commitment to the people of God is
expressed through commitment to specific congregations.
The church displays God’s incredible love and wisdom as a unified diverse
group of people from every tongue, tribe and nation. God’s Spirit changes
their core desires to treasure the supremacy of Jesus and live to exalt Him.

Expectations for Membership and Partnership at
Cornerstone
1. LOVE God
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment.”
- Matthew 22: 37-38 (NLT)
LOVE EXPECTATIONS
•
•
•
•

Faithfulness in Obeying the Bible which leads to Holiness
Faithfulness in attending Worship Gatherings
Faithfulness in Personal Worship
Faithfulness in Giving of Tithes and Offerings
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Discipleship Opportunities
• Worship Gatherings on Sundays at 10:30 am
• Kids’ Worship Gathering on Sundays at 10:30 am
• Prayer Gathering on Wednesdays at 12:00 pm

2. GROW in Community
For Spiritual Growth
“As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend.”
- Proverbs 27:17 (NLT)
For Encouragement
"Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good
works.”
- Hebrews 10:24 (NLT)
For Protection
“If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But someone who
falls alone is in real trouble. 11 Likewise, two people lying close together
can keep each other warm. But how can one be warm alone? 12 A person
standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-toback and conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is not
easily broken.”
- Ecclesiastes 4:10-12 (NLT)
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For Developing Christlike Character
‘Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just
as God through Christ has forgiven you.
- Ephesians 4:32 (NLT)

For Freedom
“Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may
be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and
produces wonderful results.”
- James 5:16 (NLT)

GROW EXPECTATIONS
• Be faithful in developing relationships with others.
• Be faithfully involved with a Life Group and / or a D-Life Group.
• Love others faithfully and biblically.

Discipleship Opportunities

• Life Groups for all ages on Sundays at 9:00 am
• D-Life Groups (Check Website or Church App for Availability)
• One on One Counseling / Training / Coaching / Mentoring
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3. SERVE Others.
“A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other.”
- 1 Corinthians 12:7 (NLT)
"God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts.
Use them well to serve one another.”
- 1 Peter 4:10 (NLT)
We look most like Jesus when we are serving.
(Mark 10:45)
SERVE EXPECTATIONS
•
•
•
•

Discover, use, and develop your spiritual gift.
Serve faithfully as part of the Dream Team.
Prayerfully and intentionally invite others to serve with you.
Serve with excellence.

Discipleship Opportunities
• The Dream Team (See pages 24- 28 for more details.)
• Mentor Someone
• Cornerstone Training Center
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A MESSAGE CONCERNING YOUR FIRST YEAR

Connect Relationally
Your first year of service should be geared to allow you to become rooted
into this fellowship through being a part of a Life Group or D-Life Group.
Learn the Ministry
On your ministry team, you will serve along side of others who are already
serving and will not be expected to take a leadership role.
Make Hospitality a Priority
Welcome all that come onto our campus as if they were coming into your
home.
Own the responsibility to make our campus presentable and comfortable to
our guests.

The Dream Team: Getting Started

• Complete Foundations
• Complete and Return “Church Partnership Agreement,” “Statement of
Faith,” and the “Dream Team Honor Code.”
• Complete Spiritual Gifts Assessment
• Prayerfully choose team(s) to serve on and fill out corresponding team
card(s). Place card(s) in one of the Dream Team boxes or give card(s) to
a Staff member. The Ministry Team Captain will contact you with
information concerning your next step.
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• Develop your spiritual gift with on going training.

4. SHARE the Gospel.
Jesus said: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit…”
- Matthew 28:19 (NLT)
SHARE EXPECTATIONS
• Regularly pray for the unchurched and those you know who don’t have a
relationship with God.
• Regularly invite others to attend Cornerstone with you.
• Warmly welcome those who attend our gatherings or groups.
• Praying for Gospel opportunities in which to share the Good News of
Jesus with others.
• Partner with Cornerstone in missions opportunities as they arise.
“If we are serious about winning the lost, we must be serious about
pursuing unity.”
- Francis Chan, Letters to the Church

Discipleship Opportunities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mission projects through Life Groups and D-Life Groups
Short-Term Mission Trips
Long-Term Missions
Church-wide Mission Opportunities
Missionary Advocacy Team
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering (North American Missions)
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering (International Missions)
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A Final Thought
Jesus loves the Church with such affection and passion that He refers to
her as His bride (Ephesians 5:25-27).
Ask the Lord to give you a growing love for the church, which resembles
the love of Jesus for her.

End of Session 2

NEXT STEPS
□ Complete Spiritual Gifts Assessment
□ Sign & Return Statement of Faith (p. 39)
□ Read, Sign, & Return Church Partnership Agreement (p. 39)
□ Ask God Where To Serve On The Dream Team (pp. 24-28)
□ Take Foundations Session 3
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The Dream Team

What is the Cornerstone Dream Team?
The Dream Team is a group of people who have learned their gifts and
passions and are actively serving and fulfilling their purpose in Christ. The
Dream Team makes disciples and changes the world by serving God,
serving each other, and serving the church.
Our desire is to serve the body of Christ by strategically identifying
giftedness of volunteers and allowing them to serve where Christ has called
them to serve.
DREAM TEAM DESCRIPTIONS:
1. Guest Services:
This ministry creates welcoming environments on campus where
multiple meaningful touches can occur. As these environments are
created and experienced, our guests and members alike are able to
encounter God and be transformed by the Gospel. Service
opportunities are numerous. They start with initial contacts at the
parking lot entrance, include assisting the member or guest to arrive
at their desired location(s), and provide information and hospitality
services available in the foyer area.
A.Parking Lot Team:
You only get one chance to make a first impression. That is
what this team is all about! Our parking team sets the stage for
our guests, as they genuinely welcome them onto our campus
with a smile … and a parking space.
B. Welcome Team:
As guests arrive on our campus, we don’t want them to touch a
single door, let alone open one! This team greets guests by
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opening doors, giving a smile, and a gentle touch. This team
also helps get guests where they need to go and shares the
essentials to getting the most out of their visit with us. A
minimum of 12 months of service on Parking Lot Team required
before serving in WELCOME TEAM areas.
C. Usher / Security Team:
This team sets the tone for the service as they help people find
their seats. They also have the task of minimizing distractions in
the auditorium. Some of the team’s additional responsibilities
include facilitating special services and receiving the offering.
This team makes sure that our guests feel at peace about
placing their children in our care, so they can focus on hearing
God and not worry about their child’s safety. 24 months of
Guest Service ministry and additional training required for
Usher and Security Team.
2. Life Groups:
These are “season of life” groups that are “doing life together” as they
study the Bible and GROW in grace and knowledge of Jesus. Their
goal is faithful discipleship that consistently applies the Bible to life
situations and live life as world changing followers of Christ. They
meet throughout the church on Sunday mornings.
LIFE Group Leader:
Partners with the Holy Spirit to relationally connect and spiritually
move 6-15 people from where they are to where God wants them to
be.
LIFE Group Apprentice:
Assists a Life Group leader; learns how to lead by serving, observing,
and practicing. Life Group Apprentices are also the ones given the
task to begin new Life Groups as the need arises.
3. Prayer Team:
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Our Prayer Team prays for the needs of our church family and staff,
as well as our weekly services and special events.

4. Kids’ Ministry:
This ministry partners with parents and others to create a place
where children have the opportunity to love God, grow with other
kids, serve others and share Jesus. This team creates fun learning
environments while investing in the lives of children. In addition to
teaching and classroom activities, there are also service opportunities
in worship, administration, nursery, and special children’s events,
such as VBS. A background check is required for all those serving in
Cornerstone Kids.
5. Student Ministry:
This ministry is helping the next generation to LOVE, GROW, SERVE
and SHARE! This ministry includes a weekly life group environment,
as well as age appropriate retreats and missions trips for students in
6th – 12th grades. Opportunities to serve in this area include teaching,
media, supplying and serving breakfast for Sunday mornings, and
much more! This is a 365 day ministry and additional training and
screening are required.
6. Event Teams:
Easter, Christmas, Graduation Commissioning, Baptism, Parent
Commissioning, Father’s Day, Mom’s Day, special church-wide
events, etc. Throughout the year we have several events and special
services which require planning, decorating, purchasing, clean up,
etc.
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7. Worship / Media Team:
The name of this team says it all! The Worship Team has the honor
each week of leading us into God’s presence. If you have an obvious
vocal or instrumental gift, the Worship Team is waiting for you!
Lights! Camera! Action! If you have a passion for creating an
excellent experience in our services for all those that attend, this
team is a place for you.

8. Communications Team:
Creative/Communications Team: This team is made up of a variety of
people with many different strengths. If you have enjoy marketing,
editing, website design, the creative process, etc., there is a place for
you on this team.
Social Media Team: Do you think in hashtags or 140 character
statements? Does something happen and you immediately find
yourself contemplating if it is Facebook worthy? If you love social
media and have a passion to get the word out, we would love for you
to join this team!
9. Go Team:
This team plans and executes mission projects and trips for
Cornerstone. Go Team also makes regular contact with our
missionaries who are out on the field for encouragement, discover
and relay missionary needs to church, and prayer.
10. Facilities Team:
The Facilities team is a group of people that have a variety of skills
from landscaping, to cleaning, to building and painting. If you have a
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passion or a talent in any of these areas, then this could be the team
for you.
11. Finance Team:
A minimum of 12 months of faithful membership and service on
another ministry team is required before one is able to serve in an
area on the Finance Team. Additional screening and the practice of
regular giving is also required
Stewardship Team: The Stewardship Committee develops and
recommends an overall budget and administers the gifts of church
members, using sound principles of financial management pursuant to
ARTICLE VI – FINANCES in the By-Laws. Team members work with
Lead Pastor, ministry staff, and Team Captains to develop and present
the annual budget to facilitate accomplishing the vision and goals of
Cornerstone Baptist Church. The Stewardship Team will use the
financial management principles in accordance with ARTICLE VI –
FINANCES in the Church By-Laws.
Money Counters Team: This team shall consist of one head money
counter and one assistant counter (or church Financial Assistant?),
with additional members to be elected annually. There shall always be
two money counters present when counting/handling money. These
individuals shall be responsible for counting, documenting, and
occasionally depositing all funds received by the church through
offerings and gifts. Regular deposits shall be made by the Financial
Assistant in the church office. An individual serving as a Money
Counter shall not simultaneously serve on the Auditing Committee.
Auditing Team: The Auditing Team shall consist of three church
members whose duty shall be to make annually a complete audit of
church treasurer’s and other fiscal records and report their findings to
the church not later than ninety (90) days after the beginning of the
new fiscal year. An individual serving on the Auditing Team shall not
simultaneously serve as a Money Counter.
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13. Transportation Team: The Transportation Team provides
opportunities to serve the church through a variety of avenues.
Drivers serve by driving different ministries to conferences, day trip
destinations, and mission trips. Mechanics provide routine check-ups
and maintenance on the church’s vehicles. There is also opportunity
to share the Gospel by providing rides to church worship gatherings
and other church activities to those in the community.
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FOUNDATIONS
session 3: equip and send

What is the Pastor’s and Church Staff’s Biblical Responsibility?
“Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 12 Their
responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the
church, the body of Christ.”
- Ephesians 4:11-12 (NLT)

“Jesus came and told his disciples, ‘I have been given all authority in
heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I
have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end
of the age.’”
- Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT)

The Story of Wikipedia and need for the Wiki-Church

• Wikipedia is the world’s largest online encyclopedia
• The “wiki” part of Wikipedia is from a Hawaiian word meaning quick.
• Wikipedia didn’t have the best start and its success has been kind of an
accident.
• In 2000 Jimmy Wales and Larry Sanger started an online encyclopedia
called Nupedia.
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• Due to the painfully slow review process for publishing an article on
Nupedia, Wales and Sanger started Wikipedia as a feeder system for
Nupedia.
• Wikipedia allowed non-scholars and non-experts to write article in which
Nupedia scholars would review. By the end of 2001, volunteers had
submitted more than 20,000 Wiki articles.
• When Nupedia was unplugged in 2003, the experts had written 24
articles in those three years compared to the 20,000 articles by nonexperts in just one year. As of today there are more than 40 million Wikiarticles available.
• Unfortunately, many churches operate like Nupedia and not Wikipedia, in
that only those with the proper credentials can do serious ministry. God
has given his church pastors, teachers, leaders, and others to equip all
his people to do his work.
• The church in Acts is a Wikipedia church and it is what we want to imitate
at Cornerstone. Every believer is called to be a disciple who makes
disciples.

God chooses to accomplish his plans by calling us into them and allowing
us to participate in them.
There are things that hinder us from answering God’s call with
confidence and joyful purpose.

• Ourselves
• Lack of Equipping - “I don’t know how.”
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Overcoming the Battle from Within
“Then the Lord told him, “I have certainly seen the oppression of my people
in Egypt. I have heard their cries of distress because of their harsh slave
drivers. Yes, I am aware of their suffering. 8 So I have come down to
rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead them out of Egypt
into their own fertile and spacious land. It is a land flowing with milk and
honey—the land where the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites,
Hivites, and Jebusites now live. 9 Look! The cry of the people of Israel has
reached me, and I have seen how harshly the Egyptians abuse
them. 10 Now go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my
people Israel out of Egypt.”
- Exodus 3:7-10 (NLT)

1. INSECURITY
“But Moses protested to God, “Who am I to appear before Pharaoh? Who
am I to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt?”
- Exodus 3:11 (NLT)
Key to Victory: Know your identity in Christ.

2. FEAR
“But Moses protested again, “What if they won’t believe me or listen to me?
What if they say, ‘The Lord never appeared to you’?”
- Exodus 4:1 (NLT)
Key to Victory: Learn to fear God and not people.
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3. INADEQUENCY
“But Moses pleaded with the Lord, “O Lord, I’m not very good with words. I
never have been, and I’m not now, even though you have spoken to me. I
get tongue-tied, and my words get tangled.”
- Exodus 4:10 (NLT)
Key to Victory: Serve with confidence knowing that it is the Holy Spirit
working in us and through us to accomplish God’s plans.
4. RELUCTANCE
“But Moses again pleaded, “Lord, please! Send anyone else.”
-Exodus 4:13 (NLT)
Key to Victory: Remember, our Sovereign Savior has appointed you to
live during this time of history, for his purposes - live with a boldness
knowing that you can trust Him no matter what the task or outcome.

Overcoming The Hindrances From Within
1. We are not alone
God is With Us
God answered, “I will be with you. And this is your sign that I am the one
who has sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will
worship God at this very mountain.”
- Exodus 3:12 (NLT)

“…And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
- Matthew 28:20b (NLT)
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We Have People To Do Life With

Then the Lord became angry with Moses. “All right,” he said. “What about
your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he speaks well. And look! He is on
his way to meet you now. He will be delighted to see you. 15 Talk to him,
and put the words in his mouth. I will be with both of you as you speak,
and I will instruct you both in what to do. 16 Aaron will be your spokesman
to the people.
- Exodus 4:14-16 (NLT)
Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be
trusted to keep his promise. 24 Let us think of ways to motivate one
another to acts of love and good works. 25 And let us not neglect our
meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another,
especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.
- Hebrews 10:23-25 (NLT)
2. Know that God Calls, Gifts, and Equips Us For His Work
Answer the Call
For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so
we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.
- Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)
Discover and Embrace Your Gift
In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well.
So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much
faith as God has given you. 7 If your gift is serving others, serve them well.
If you are a teacher, teach well. 8 If your gift is to encourage others, be
encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership
ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing
kindness to others, do it gladly.
- Romans 12:6-8 (NLT)
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Develop Your Gift
Do not neglect the spiritual gift you received through the prophecy spoken
over you when the elders of the church laid their hands on you. 15 Give
your complete attention to these matters. Throw yourself into your tasks so
that everyone will see your progress.
- 1 Timothy 4:14-15 (NLT)

Overcoming What I Don’t Know How Do I Become A Disciple, Who Makes Disciples?

1. Be A Disciple

“We Teach What We Know, We Reproduce Who We Are.”
“Learning Is Caught, Not Taught”
- Sources Unknown

“Listen, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.[a] 5 And you must
love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your
strength. 6 And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these
commands that I am giving you today. 7 Repeat them again and again to
your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you are on
the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up.”
- Deuteronomy 6:4-7 (NLT)
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So if you ignore the least commandment and teach others to do
the same, you will be called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven.
But anyone who obeys God’s laws and teaches them will be
called great in the Kingdom of Heaven.
- Matthew 5:19 (NLT)

Groups

2. Know A Way To Turn Conversations Into Gospel Conversations
The Three Circles
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The Three Circles (Continued)

Search for “Life on Mission” in
your App Store.

3. Pursue Ongoing Ministry Training & Leadership Development
The Cornerstone Training Center

The Cornerstone Training Center exists to equip God's people to effectively
serve one another so that God's people become more and more like Jesus.
(Ephesians 4:11-16)
The Training Center provides an intentional pathway to help believers grow
towards maturity in Christ. The Center's courses will help equip the disciple
with an overview of the Biblical narrative, Biblical theology, and how to
personally apply these truths to life and ministry. Our goal is to see the
Training Center be Cornerstone's way of equipping and growing current
leaders while at the same time developing and raising up new leaders to
serve God and his people.
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Next Steps
□ Join Life Group or D-Life Group
□ Join Dream Team by
1 - Completing & Returning Dream Team Honor Code (p. 40)
2 - Completing & Returning Serve Card desired Ministry Team
□ Take Picture For Church Awareness and Celebration
□ Complete And Return Any Remaining Forms
□ Read through Restoration Process (pp. 41-42)
Familiarize yourself with Cornerstone’s Values (pp. 43-45)
Take Any Remaining Foundations Sessions Still Needed (3 Total)
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Statement of Faith

Name: ___________________________________________________

1. __________ I affirm that I have been born again.

2. __________ I affirm that I will actively support the Cornerstone Way and
The Essential Beliefs as described in C1 and C2.

3. __________ I am willing to abide by Cornerstone’s Church Covenant and
restoration process and ByLaws.

4. __________ I affirm that I (check one):

__________ Have been baptized as a believer by immersion.

__________ Am willing to be baptized by immersion.

Signed:______________________________________________
Date:________________________
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Partnership Agreement
Our Partnership Agreement is a pledge we make to both God and each other that
binds us in fellowship and mutual accountability. We seek to have a distinctly Christian
lifestyle and make moral choices in an immoral world by affirming with our fellow
believers that as one who has received Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and been
baptized by immersion …

!I will love God by:
oFaithful attendance to corporate worship
oLiving a Godly lifestyle
oRegular giving
oRegular time in personal prayer and Bible reading
oLiving out my faith in my home

(Leviticus 27:30; Deuteronomy 6:4-6; 1 Corinthians 16:2; Philippians 1:27;
Hebrews 10:25)

!I will protect the unity of my church and grow in community by:
oActing in love toward other members
oRefusing to gossip
oFollowing the leadership of our pastors as they serve Christ
oFollowing the leadership of our deacons as they serve the body
oBelonging to a Life Group

(Acts 6:1-4; Romans 15:5,19; Ephesians 4:29; 1 Timothy 5:17; Hebrews
13:7,17; 1 Peter 1:22)

!I will share responsibility for my church’s growth by:
oPraying for the unchurched
oInviting the unchurched to attend
oWarmly welcoming those who do attend
oPraying for and seizing opportunities to share the Gospel in my circles of
influence (Luke 14:23; Romans 15:7; 1 Thessalonians 1:2)

!I will serve my church by:
oDiscovering and using my spiritual gifts and abilities
oDeveloping a servant’s heart
oBecoming equipped to serve
oHelping train and develop others to serve as the opportunity arises
(Ephesians 4:11-12; Philippians 2:3-4,7; 1 Peter 4:10)

Name: ______________________________________

Date: __________

Signature: ________________________________________________
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Dream Team Honor Code
As an essential part of the Cornerstone Leadership family, you have a responsibility to develop
and exhibit Christian behavior. This should be the basic premise of your desire to participate in
a Servant / Leader position here at Cornerstone.
While serving the Body of Christ as a leader at Cornerstone, you pledge to present a good
appearance at all times. In both attire and behavior, you should strive to demonstrate Biblical
standards in all situations.
As Christians, the way we present ourselves to others is of vital importance to the way others
perceive Christ. Our conduct should never be an embarrassment to Christ, but should
exemplify the best qualities of a mature believer and Servant / Leader.
“….Set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.” 1 Timothy
4:12 ESV
Exemplifying the highest moral commitment, Cornerstone leaders are to maintain a disciplined
life of Bible reading and prayer. We live to …
“…Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. Fight the good fight
of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the
good confession in the presence of many witnesses. I charge you in the presence of God, Who
gives life to all things, and to Christ Jesus … to keep the commandment unstained and free
from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Timothy 6:11-14 ESV
You must also refrain from such things as: profanity, gambling, indulging in much wine or other
alcoholic beverages, dishonest gain, illegal drugs, pornography, sexual immorality (fornication,
adultery and/or homosexuality) and all behaviors which might cause Christ to grieve and others
to stumble.
Leaders lead, but they also willingly follow pastoral leadership with the right attitude, praying for
them and submitting to their leadership.
“Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of
their way of life, and imitate their faith.” Hebrews 13:7
“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those
who will have to give an account…” Hebrews 13:17
Like Timothy, we want to guard the deposit entrusted to us by striving to provide an example in
speech and action. We encourage others to grow in Christ and become Servants / Leaders
themselves. This is a way of life measured by the heart and commitment of each leader in the
Cornerstone family. We should regard it as an essential part of our development, not as an
imposition or restriction.
Name: ________________________________________________________
Signature: ____________________________________________ Date:___________________
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Restoration Process
An offense requiring church discipline is defined as conduct by a church member that is
contrary to the Word of God. Such an offense may be a moral concern, a recurring
breach of the membership covenant, a publicly scandalous matter, or a personal
offense. The process of church discipline is clearly defined in Scripture (Matthew
18:15-17; Galatians 6:1-5), and is to follow these guidelines without deviation. The
process outline by Jesus in Matthew 18 is:
Private admonition:
A church member who knows of an offense is first to speak privately to the offending
member in a spirit of love in order to seek information and explanation through personal
conversation. If necessary, the offended member should seek repentance, renunciation
of the offending actions and restitution from the offending member. If the matter is
settled to the satisfaction of both parties, restoration has occurred and the process is
ended. If, in the judgment of the offended member, the offending member refuses to
cooperate with the attempt to gain information, cannot provide an adequate explanation
or refuses repentance, renunciation or restitution, the result should be reported to the
Senior Pastor to determine if further action should be taken.
A second admonition (if restoration has failed) should be made in the presence of one
or two other members so that the effort to bring about restoration may be firmly
established.
If the Senior Pastor determines that action should be taken, he will consult with the
Deacons to appoint a Restoration Team of two or three members who will approach the
offending member. If appropriate, the offended member will be part of that Restoration
Team. Since spiritual discernment and efforts to understand (through conversation
rather than confrontation) are important elements in wholesome discipline, the team will
proceed carefully through the following steps:
1.Seek to clarify the issues
2.Promote understanding of differing points of view
3.Distinguish between sin before God and a disagreement between individuals
4.Distinguish between Biblical conviction and person opinion
5.Seek confession and forgiveness where appropriate
If an acceptable explanation can be made and/or if repentance, renunciation and
restitution are acknowledged to the satisfaction of the Restoration Team, restoration has
occurred. In that case, the team will make a report to the Senior Pastor and Deacons
and no further action is required. If the matter is not resolved acceptably, the
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Restoration Team will make a recommendation to the Senior Pastor and Deacons
regarding further disciplinary action. Further disciplinary action may include any or all of
the following:
1.A probationary period for the offending member which would include regular
meeting for prayer, counsel and accountability, followed by a report of the results to
the Senior Pastor;
2.Removal from church office or position of leadership;
3.Public correction before the church.

Public correction:
When the first two steps have failed to accomplish restoration, public correction before
the gathered church becomes necessary.
If public correction before the church is directed by the Senior Pastor and the deacons,
the church will make a reasonable effort to notify the offending member by mail at least
one week in advance of a regular business conference or specially-called conference of
the church. At that conference, the Moderator will excuse all non-members prior to any
statement of cause for public correction. The Senior Pastor and the Restoration Team
(in consultation with the deacons) may make a discreet but Biblically faithful statement
of admonition of the offending member before the church. The offending member may
be present and permitted to make a respectful response. If repentance, renunciation
and restitution are evidenced by the offending member after the public admonition,
restoration has occurred and no further action is required.
If public correction also fails to restore the member, then the member is to be expelled
from the fellowship (see also 1 Corinthians 5:1-5,11; 1 Timothy 1:20; and Titus 3:10-11).
If, after public correction before the church, there is still no evidence of repentance, the
Restoration Team (in consultation with the Senior Pastor and deacons) will bring a
recommendation of termination of membership in the church to a specially-called
conference of the church. Again, the Moderator will excuse all non-members prior to
any discussion or statement of cause for a member’s dismissal from membership. If the
church determines, by majority vote, that all efforts at resolution and restoration have
failed, and if the offending member has not already resigned, membership is terminated.
Notice of the termination will be sent by registered mail.
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Our Values
These values navigate our life choices as a church and help us determine how we
accomplish our vision. These values would also be a great resource to help guide you in
your personal life as well.

1) Treasure God – Jesus said that the greatest commandment was to love God with
everything that we are (Matthew 22:36-38). At another time Jesus said that wherever
our treasure is, our heart would be there as well. In other words what or who we
treasure will dictate how we live our lives. It influences our decisions, time, money, our
passions -- our everything. To treasure God is to make the most of Him in our lives and
enjoy Him now and forever.

2) Treasure People – Jesus said that the second greatest commandment is like the
first: to love others (Matthew 22:38-39). We should treasure all people, both inside and
outside the church. We should treasure people regardless of their history, tendencies,
preferences, race, sexual choices, political affiliation, and the list could go on and on.
Why? Because God treasures people so much that He paid the highest price (John
3:16; Galatians 3:13-14) for them – for us, so that we could, regardless of who we are
(Eph. 2:17-18), be freed from the bondage of sin and adopted into God’s family
(Galatians 4:7)! In fact, if we don’t treasure people, we don’t treasure God. Jesus told
his disciples that we are to love one another just as he loved them and us and gave his
life for us (John 13:33-35). This means at times we have to humble ourselves and put
our preference or conveniences aside so that our brother or sister can benefit spiritually
(Phil. 2:3-5). If we treasure each other then we make sure that every part of the body is
all in so that one part of the body doesn’t carry all the weight of ministry. If we truly value
people we value their spiritual and physical well-being and work together so that no one
part of our body is neglected in not being able to regularly love, grow, serve, and share
as part of the body (1 Corinthians 12:12-26).

3) Excellence – Because God is to be treasured for who He is and because of what He
has done for us, everything done in His name should be done with excellence. If we are
teaching, we are teaching God’s Word by being prepared and with energy and
conviction. If we are part of Guest Services we are welcoming people like they are
walking into the finest vacation resort on the planet. If we are working with our children
… our youth … our worship team … or anything else! … we will do it with excellence
because He is worth everything we can give and more. Sometimes, in both our personal
lives and as a body of believers, in order to do things with excellence we have to say no
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to some things, even some good things, so that we can bring an offering to him that is a
pleasing aroma to him.

4) Go First – You know, the disciple Peter gets a bad rap at times. He is the disciple
that would always put his foot in his mouth, sank down in the sea because he took his
focus off Jesus, cut the high priest’s servant’s ear off when they came to arrest Jesus,
denied Him three times, and was the first one who was returning to his old livelihood of
fishing. However, Peter gave us a great example of what it looks like to “Go First”. While
we could focus on Peter’s shortcomings, let’s think about it this way. Peter was the only
one brave enough or who even had enough trust in Jesus to step out of the boat to walk
on the surface of a raging sea! His passion for the Son of God led him to defending him!
He was the only disciple who dove into the water and swam to meet Jesus on the
shore! And he was the one who first preached on the day of Pentecost where 3,000
people put their faith in Jesus and turned from their sin! If we see a need in our body
then we should be the first to lead the way in meeting that need. If you experienced a
difficult time in your life and you feel like the church “let you down,” then please be the
one who doesn’t let that happen to someone else. See a need in our community? Even
if you are the only one who God burdens for that need, be the first to go and do what
you can, trusting God to take what you have and do something great with it.

5) Sacrifice – At the heart of the Gospel is sacrifice. Jesus gave his life as a perfect
sacrifice for all humanity (Hebrews 10:10). Philippians 2 shows us some of the things
that Jesus sacrificed in order to become flesh so that he could die and free us from the
penalty and fear of death (Hebrews 2:14-15). If we Treasure God and want what he
wants, we may have to sacrifice things we hold dear to us. Jesus said someone who
would not pick up his own cross and follow Him, someone who will not die to himself,
his desires, wants, and sin, then he is not worthy to be His follower (Matthew 16:24).
For us as a body this may mean we have to give up a Sunday worship gathering to
serve in Nursery, Children’s Church, or Life Group so that we make sure we are
treasuring our brothers and sisters by making sure
they are maturing spiritually, because we are providing them the opportunity to LOVE
and GROW with the rest of the body regularly. This is just one example, and there are
many others. This one just remains in the front of my mind due to my awareness of the
situation.

6) Fun! – This value may feel out of place, especially since we just talked about
sacrifice. However, Jesus said he came to give us an abundant life (John 10:10). Paul
also said that if Christ’s resurrection did not happen then we are to be pitied more than
any other people (1 Cor. 15:12-19). However, we know that He did raise from the dead
on the third day (1 Cor. 15:1-4), and because of this we more than any other people on
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earth should have a reason to be joyful! As long as God provides us with the freedom
and safety in the States to worship Him, then I believe we should have fun -- that we
should enjoy serving others both inside and outside the church! Even in sacrificing we
should have joy because of what Jesus sacrificed for our sake and what God has
promised us who belong in Him.

For additional resources on our values, listen to “Prayer 2016” sermon series on
our website at Cornerstonego.com.
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