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The Coming of the King: Queen or King? 
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When the Hoff kids sit down to dinner one of the repeat conversations that rattles 
around the table is “Would you eat like that if you were going to visit the queen?”  And 
inevitably this deteriorates rapidly to “What do you think would happen to me if I did this 
while eating with the queen?”  To which there are lots of grotesque and creative ideas. 
 
I’m not sure if this is a parenting tool all desperate people employ when table manners 
seem like impossible feats – I certainly remember it happening when I was a kid.  And 
perhaps it started when the queen did visit Prince George in the 90’s, and crowds lined 
up to watch.  And those who were lucky enough got to see her waving out the window 
while talking to the person sitting beside her – “they can have my hand, but I won’t 
actually look at those commoners.”   
 
I’m not sure that’s how the queen sounds.  But fortunately for the Hoff kids the queen 
will never invite us to dinner.   
… 
Today we are starting a new series through the Gospel of Mark which means we are in 
chapter 1, so go ahead and grab your Bible and open to Mark 1.  And would you stand 
with me as we come to God’s word?  Hear now the word of the Lord. 
 
[Mark 1:1-8] 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
 
Now this book is called The Gospel of Mark, but unlike a lot of the New Testament 
which bears specific claims to authorship – like Paul’s letters – this book was written 
anonymously.  The only reason we call it Mark is that in the early 100’s the tradition was 
that a disciple of Peter named Mark compiled this account.1 
 
And so it makes sense that Peter plays heavily into Mark’s story.  After all he heard 
these stories from Peter.  But what is amazing is how Peter plays in.  Spoiler alert if you 
haven’t read this before – Peter’s not the hero of this story.  But we will get there. 
 
Anyway, Mark is the first written account of Jesus that exists.  Prior to Mark, accounts of 
Jesus were passed down orally as short stories that people could remember.  And there 
were lots of them because nothing like Jesus had ever happened before.   
 
 
 

 
1 Outline adapted from Tim Keller “Man in the Wilderness”  https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/man-in-the-
wilderness-5440/ (Accessed January 6, 2021) 

https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/man-in-the-wilderness-5440/
https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/man-in-the-wilderness-5440/
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Do you have highlight stories from your life that you’ve told over and over?  I sure do.  I 
grew up next to two boys who were incredible – Jared and Sean Robinson.  These boys 
were way cooler than me, but they never made me feel that way.  And we spent all our 
free time together.  We lived next to each other for 8 years. 
 
And I’ve boiled those 8 years down to about 10 stories that I tell my kids over and over – 
and they love them.  “Tell us a Jared and Sean story.”  And they could tell you these 
stories word for word.  And that’s the way oral culture works.  
… 
I also tell some stories that my dad told me as a kid.  But admittedly these stories are 
much less factual because I wasn’t there.  And so I never tell these stories when dad is 
listening because – honestly only some of the story is probably true.  They aren’t my 
stories.  And oral tradition is like this.  It becomes legend as soon as the eyewitnesses 
aren’t present. 
 
And Mark realized this was starting to happen with Jesus.  And so with the help of Peter 
and other eye witnesses he compiled a succent and masterfully crafted account that 
preserves the historical Jesus for us.  And as we will see, this is incredibly important. 
… 
Now Mark is the master of key words and themes.  And if you want to get the most out 
of Mark my encouragement would be to read the book through a couple times.  And as 
you read write in your Bible.  If you don’t write in your Bible this is a good spot to start.  
Underline words and ideas that keep getting repeated.  Draw little pictures in the 
margins of key ideas.  This will enable you to watch Mark’s themes develop.   
 
And the reason that is important is that Mark writes with a very specific agenda.  He 
wants you to see that the real Jesus is for you.  Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, the 
Son of God.  And He came to save you. 
… 
But there are lots of crazy stories about heroes right?  So what makes this story 
special?  What makes it special is that it’s true.  You see Mark writes in about 60AD 
which is just 30 years after Jesus’ resurrection.  And so there are still lots of people who 
were there when these stories happened – like Peter.  And so if Mark just made stuff up 
nobody would have kept and copied his book.   
 
But what Mark preserves for us here is the real Jesus.  The historical Jesus.  And this is 
what we need.  You see there is a lot of spirituality out there right now.  But it’s all on 
our own terms.   
 
Eastern religions like Hinduism have this flavor.  You look out at the world through your 
own eyes and take pieces of religion and ideas you like and compile them into your own 
little thing.  And some people might even have aspects of Jesus in “their little thing.”   
 
But the problem with this is that when you are the authority on Jesus – when you decide 
what He is allowed to be or say – then He is powerless to change you.  He can’t 
challenge you or correct you because you’ve made Him in your image. 
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But the Jesus in Mark isn’t like that at all.  He is the real Jesus.  And this Jesus has a 
very different idea about how we should live than any Jesus we would make up.  And, 
unlike any Jesus of our own creation, He has the power to challenge and correct us.  
And He has the ability to help us.  And this is what Jesus wants to do. 
… 
There are two kinds of people that Mark shows us Jesus loves to help.  First, Jesus 
loves people who recognize that brokenness is part of their lives.  Broken people need a 
Saviour and Jesus loves to be that Saviour.  So Mark is a story full of leppers and 
prostitutes and pagans and demonically oppressed people.  And they find salvation and 
abundant life in the good news that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. 
 
But Jesus also loves to heal blind people.  People who want to live in a way that 
pleases God but don’t know how.  Or people who think they see and understand, but 
then realize that blindness still lingers.  Jesus loves these people and opens their eyes 
and then opens them some more so that they realize they need, and still need, a 
Saviour.  And Mark is full of people with stories like this – and Peter’s the biggest one.  
 
So ask yourself, what kind of a person am I?  Am I someone who needs a Saviour 
because I’m broken?  Or perhaps am I someone who sees because I’ve found the 
Saviour, but then I still find myself struggling and bumping along in my faith obviously 
not having arrived yet?  These are both good places to be when you find Jesus.  
 
But there is another kind of person in Mark that Jesus brushes shoulders with.  A 
person who has life figured out.  A person who doesn’t need a Saviour because they 
are smarter than everyone else and better than everyone else.  Of course nobody 
admits to thinking this way, but there are just as many people today who do as there 
were in the 1st century.  We will bump into many of them here.  And those stories don’t 
end with a sympathetic Jesus.   
 
Mark wants us to see, from the first verse, that Jesus is a very specific kind of person.  
Jesus is the Christ which is Greek for Messiah.  And Messiah means anointed one.  
And every Jew knew this was a reference to the king – kings were anointed.  So Mark 
wants us to see who the historical Jesus was because He is the King who has come. 
 
And so in verse 2 he quotes from Isaiah chapter 40 which is a crazy bombshell of a 
chapter in the Old Testament.  Isaiah 40 verse 3 reads: 

Listen! It’s the voice of someone shouting, 

“Clear the way through the wilderness 

    for the LORD! 

Make a straight highway through the wasteland 

    for our God! (Isaiah 40:3) 

 
And Mark quotes this in verses 2 and 3. 
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But there are two significant differences between Mark 1 and Isaiah 40.  The first is 
visible if you’ve got an NIV translation of Mark.  And that is that in verse 3 “Lord” is 
capital “L” lower case “o-r-d.”  And that’s because Mark is writing in Greek not Hebrew.   
 
In Isaiah LORD is all capital letters and that’s because it is YHWH who is coming 
through the wilderness.  But the Jews would never say YHWH, they would say Adonai – 
Lord.  But in Greek that nuance is lost.  And Mark doesn’t want us to miss this. 
 
And so he makes a second change.  Notice the last word of the prophecy in Mark.  It’s 
the word “him” – make straight paths for Him.  And of course that’s Jesus.  Mark says 
John the Baptist is the messenger, and Jesus is the one who comes after – Jesus is 
Him. 
 
But in Isaiah 40 the last word in the verse is “God.”  And that’s because YHWH is going 
to come down to Jerusalem and we need to make a straight highway for Him.  And 
Mark’s point is, this is who Jesus is.  Jesus is YHWH! 
… 
Now if this doesn’t shock you then you are sleeping or all this is way too familiar 
because here’s what’s going on in this verse.  The unapproachable, infinite, invincible, 
immortal God of the universe has contained Himself in the body of a man. 
 
Or as the Genie from Aladdin’s Lamp describes: “Phenomenal cosmic power – itty bitty 
living space.” 
 
But it’s even more than that.  The Creator who spoke words and caused something to 
appear out of nothing has become someone you can hug.  YHWH has become 
vulnerable and approachable. 
… 
Now in eastern religion there is a divine spark of god in all of us so god is not some 
powerful being out there – I’m the creator of my own destiny.  But that is so different 
from the way God is described in Judaism (or Islam for that matter).  In western religion 
God is transcendent.  He is immutable and unchangeable.  He is infinitely holy and 
totally other.  This means He would never come down to our dirty world.   
 
But here is where Christianity differs from every other religious system.  Here the 
transcendent condescends.  The immortal becomes flesh.  The infinite becomes small 
and the unapproachable becomes knowable.  In Jesus we can touch God – in fact we 
can kill Him. 
 
But come on!  If you are anything other than a total believer this all sounds ridiculous.  
After all we are sophisticated and it’s 2021!  We tell stories about superheroes, but we 
know they aren’t true.  So sure, we can swallow that Jesus was a great teacher, but 
God?  People in the first century were obviously superstitious and naïve.   
… 
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That sounds reasonable until you realize that all the first worshippers of Jesus were 
Jews.  And Jews had way more intellectual barriers to believe God could become a 
person than we do.   
 
They would even write Adonai instead of YHWH because they didn’t want to make a 
mistake with His name.  So the idea that God could become man was totally anathema.  
It was heresy.  But then something happened that changed the minds of these first 
believers.  Jesus happened. 
… 
Later we will see that the curtain in the temple that separated the holy from the fallible, 
the infinite from the infinitesimal, was torn from top to bottom.  People weren’t breaking 
in; God was breaking out. 
 
And this is the story Mark wants to tell.  It’s a story about who Jesus actually was.  And 
it’s a story about how normal people like us can meet Him.  And it’s a story about what 
happens to you when you do.  That’s Mark.   
 
So this book isn’t just about information.  If you will allow yourself to climb into it and not 
just learn about Jesus, but meet Him, then He will transform you and your reality.  He 
will meet you where you are, heal your brokenness, reverse your blindness, and lead 
you down a path you didn’t know you wanted to go on.  But it’s the path to abundant life. 
… 
I already said that Mark is the master of key words and phrases.  Let me end by 
bringing out two of these words from verse 3.  Mark quotes: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

    make straight paths for Him.’” (Mark 1:3) 

 
There is so much here but just two words: the first word that gives us a picture of who 
Jesus is, and has the power to transform who we are, is the word “wilderness.”   
 
When we think wilderness we think of the forest like the one between here and 
Vanderhoof.  There is nothing there – at least nothing but nature.  But when the Jews 
spoke about wilderness they meant the desert. 
 
And a desert isn’t anything liker a forest.  It’s a lonely place of thirst and hunger.  There 
is no bread.  There are no wells.  There is no one there.  It’s the wilderness. 
 
And I wonder, have you spent time in a wilderness?  Perhaps you are there now.  Have 
you experienced despair and brokenness that no one can really understand?  Sure 
other people have lost jobs and lost loved ones and lost opportunities, but they aren’t 
you.  People say “I know how you feel,” but no one really knows how you feel.  If that 
makes sense then you’ve spent time in the wilderness.  
… 
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But Mark says there is a voice calling in the wilderness.  And if you are going to meet 
the person behind this voice you need to do it in the wilderness.  And this is the way it 
has always been. 
 
Moses found himself standing on holy ground in front of a burning bush in the 
wilderness.  Jacob wrestled with a man in the wilderness.  Israel spent 40 years 
following God in the wilderness. 
 
And now John preaches in the wilderness.  And people go out to get baptized in the 
wilderness.  And next week Jesus will be sent out into the wilderness.   
 
And it turns out that the wilderness you can find yourself in – the wilderness you so 
desperately long to leave – can actually be a wonderful place, if you let it.  You see in 
the wilderness you can’t stay alive without God.  All your water dries up.  All your food 
runs out.  And you find yourself at the end of you.  And this is where you find that God 
isn’t an add-on.  He’s not a supplement we can take to balance your diet.  He is the 
Saviour of the wilderness. 
… 
So when you find yourself in a spot where the bread of your life dries out or gets 
stripped away; when you realize that the things you were living for don’t satisfy – a great 
marriage or great kids or a great job – then you are in the wilderness.  
 
And while these moments always hurt – they are full of thorns – the beauty of them is 
that there is Someone in the wilderness who does understand.  Someone who wore 
thorns on His head, and suffered beyond what you or I can know.  And He wants to 
become your well in the desert.  Not an addition to your life, but your very life.  
Wilderness. 
… 
The second word I want to bring out is the word “path” from verse 3, or some 
translations will say “road” – Isaiah 40 says “highway.” 
… 
Road building in the first century was difficult so most roads were paths.  And paths 
follow the landscape.  You walk around boulders and you zigzag up and down ravines.  
But if a king was coming and you were going to make a highway it was different. 
 
For this you would have to beat down boulders.  You would dig down mountains and fill 
in valleys.  And for this you needed slaves.  When a king came it took slavery. 
 
And this is why many people reject Jesus.  Then think that following Jesus sounds like 
slavery.  It’s all about not getting to do what I want and instead serving Him.  And so 
they don’t want to follow Him on His road.   
 
But the King of Mark; the King we meet in the wilderness, is a King like no other.  And 
we get this in the word path or road or highway.  You see every other time Mark uses 
this word he is referring to the road Jesus walks to the cross.  This King goes to the 
cross! 
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And that makes no sense!  Kings are connected to thrones not crosses.  Thrones are 
pictures of power, crosses are pictures of powerlessness.  Thrones are for public 
adoration.  Crosses are for public humiliation.  Thrones are at the center of extreme 
opulence.  Crosses are the extreme wilderness.   
 
Crosses are places of thirst and thorns and loneliness.  And the road Jesus walks is the 
road to the cross.  And unlike any other king, Jesus walks this road for His people.  
Jesus went into the ultimate wilderness for you. 
 
He took thorns; He took thirst; He took separation from God; He took all this on our 
behalf so that when we follow His path we can find God. 
 
This is why following Jesus isn’t slavery.  Jesus is the Suffering Servant.  So yes, He 
calls us to follow.  And yes, there is self-denial and suffering on His path.  But Jesus 
doesn’t call us to a path He hasn’t walked.  He knows the road well.  He has been 
stubbed by every stone, He has been torn by every whip and stabbed by every thorn 
along the way.   
 
And He knows that while no one would choose this road for themselves this is the path 
to abundant life we were created for.  And this is what Jesus wants for us.  Jesus wants 
abundant life for you – this is the good news.  This is the gospel.   
 
And Mark says the real Jesus is capable of bringing us there.  And Mark is going to ask 
us over and over again – what are you going to do with Jesus when you meet Him? 
… 
You can follow a YouTube channel; you can be intrigued and inspired by a brilliant 
professor.  But there is only one rational response when you find yourself in the 
wilderness, standing in front of God with skin on, and that is to worship.   
 
Friends, the queen isn’t going to come to your house for dinner.  You’re simply not good 
enough or important enough for her time.  But the King wants to come.  And if you will 
allow Him, then He will walk into your wilderness and prepare a feast.  Will you embrace 
your King? 
 


