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Biblical Passages with References to Hunger
For Use by NIS ELCA on World Hunger Sunday in October
“Seeds of Life and Hope”
List Prepared by Sue Cording
From the Old Testament (NIV):
Isaiah 61: 1-3
61 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me,
because the LORD has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners,[a]
2

to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor
and the day of vengeance of our God,

to comfort all who mourn,
3

and provide for those who grieve in Zion—

to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes,
the oil of joy
instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise
instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the LORD
for the display of his splendor.

Micah 6: 8
8

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.
And what does the LORD require of you?

The Lord asks us to act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly[a] with your God.
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From the New Testament (NIV):

Matthew 25: 31-46
31

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on

his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will
separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
34

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my

Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the
world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to
visit me.’
37

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you,

or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and
invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in
prison and go to visit you?’
40

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
41

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me
nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and
you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in
prison and you did not look after me.’
44

“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or

needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’
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45

“He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these,

you did not do for me.’
46

“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

Luke 14: 12-14
12

Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends,

your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you
back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the
lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at
the resurrection of the righteous.”
Luke 21: 15-17
15

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me

more than these?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
16

Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
17

The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said,
“Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.
Acts 20: 35
35

In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak,

remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”

