St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
“People of Christ Making a Difference”
119 N Church Street
Lexington, SC
2nd Sunday after Epiphany
January 17, 2021
WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE!
During this time of social distancing here are a few things to remember:
We are back to regular office hours Monday through Friday. Please don’t hesitate to let us know
how we can help! The pastors are available by calling the church (359-6562), calling the Crisis
Care Line after hours (808-6471), or emailing them (pat@sslc.org and/or
jasonantley@earthlink.net)
If you visit our website (www.sslc.org) you will see additions to the main page. On your phone,
please make sure you are on the full website (just scroll down and click the icon that says full
website). At the top you will see SIX RED BOXES. Here are the details:
Box 1) “Weekly Bulletins” – which will correspond to the services on YouTube.
Box 2) “Virtual Communion” – explanation and instructions for communing at home during virtual
worship.
Box 3) “Click Here For Our YouTube” – where you can click to participate in our virtual worship
services, or you can copy and paste tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship into your browser to take you there
directly. Services will be livestreamed at 12:30 PM on Wednesdays and 8:30 AM on Sundays.
Box 4) “Latest Church Update” – where we will post the latest COVID-19 church update.
Box 5) “Online Giving” – Don’t forget to support our ministry during this time apart by either
mailing your donations to the church (119 N Church Street, Lexington, SC 29072), giving online, or
giving through the Givelify app. This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving. For
more details please call the church office to contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya
Reynolds.
Box 6) “Green Sheet Announcements” – this is the green bulletin insert you would normally get
on Sunday.
If you need any sort of assistance (ie needing food, getting groceries or prescriptions, going to
medical appointments, anything at all), please call the church office or one of the pastors. We
have folks who are willing to help in any way they can! Please take time to call folks who may not
have a strong network and may be in need. Neighbors helping neighbors is one way we can be
“People of Christ Making a Difference!”
We will continue sending out emails but you can also check out our website and our Facebook
page for updates. God bless you! We love you! Stay safe out there!
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GATHERING MUSIC
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
A MOMENT FOR PEACE
PRELUDE
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, who stretches out the
heavens, who sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Loving God,
we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. Forgive us for the
times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not spoken or acted at all; we have
hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we have yet to know; we have thought more
about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us
around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again as your children. Amen.
Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. God’s love never runs out. God never tires
of calling us beloved children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of +
Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.
RESPONSIVE LITURGY
God is near us, always ready to listen and to speak
Let us draw near to the Lord.
God is the Light of the World, always ready to illuminate.
Early in the morning, let us seek the Lord's face.
God is the Ruler of the universe, always ready to create.
Let us worship the Lord our Maker.
SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
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FIRST READING

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]

1

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in
those days; visions were not widespread. 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim
so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and
Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD
called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you
called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called
again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he
said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the
word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time.
And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the
LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you
shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
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Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said,
“Speak, for your servant is listening.” [ 11Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do
something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will
fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For I have
told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons
were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that
the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 15Samuel lay there
until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the
vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli said,
“What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you
hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing
from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.” 19As Samuel grew up,
the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to
Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD.]
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM
1
LORD, you have | searched me out;
O LORD, you | have known me.
2
You know my sitting down and my | rising up;
you discern my thoughts | from afar.
3
You trace my journeys and my | resting-places
and are acquainted with | all my ways.
4
Indeed, there is not a word | on my lips,
but you, O LORD, know it | altogether. R
5
You encompass me, behind | and before,
and lay your | hand upon me.
6
Such knowledge is too wonder- | ful for me;
it is so high that I cannot at- | tain to it.
13
For you yourself created my | inmost parts;
you knit me together in my | mother’s womb.
14
I will thank you because I am mar- | velously made;
your works are wonderful, and I | know it well. R
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Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18

15

My body was not hid- | den from you,
while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths | of the earth.
16
Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written | in your
book;
my days were fashioned before they | came to be.
17
How deep I find your | thoughts, O God!
How great is the | sum of them!
18
If I were to count them, they would be more in number | than the sand;
to count them all, my life span would need to | be like yours. R
SECOND READING

1 Corinthians 6:12-20

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” but I
will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,”
and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord,
and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. 15Do you
not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ
and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is united to a
prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone
united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits
is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you not know that your
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your
own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen.
THE HOLY GOSPEL

John 1:43-51

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him,
“We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of
Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of
him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you
get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.”
49
Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus
answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see
greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”
43

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON

Pastor Pat

SERMON

Pastor Pat

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Here I Am, Lord”

ELW 574

"I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will
save. I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. Who will bear my light to
them? Whom shall I send?"
Refrain: Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.
"I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. I will set a feast for them. My hand will
save. Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. I will give my life to them. Whom shall I
send?" Refrain
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
OFFERING
It is during times like these that we notice an even greater purpose for our ministry and life together
in Christ as we love and support each other and the world around us. Don’t forget to support our
ministry by mailing your offering to the church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify
app. This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving. For more details please contact
our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.
Anthem

"The Summons"

ELW 798

"Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? Will you go where you don't know and never
be the same? Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, will you let my life be
grown in you and you in me?"
"Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? Will you care for cruel and kind and never
be the same? Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare? Will you let me
answer pray'r in you and you in me?"
"Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name? Will you quell the fear inside and never be
the same? Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, through my sight and
touch and sound in you and you in me?"
Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. Let me turn and follow you and
never be the same. In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show. Thus I'll move and
live and grow in you and you in me.
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your
tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this same love,
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! This Holy Sacrament is a fundamental
part of how we participate in worship and receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for
us for the forgiveness of our sins. It is customary to use bread and wine for this meal, however
with the given circumstances we invite you to find whatever is most appropriate in your context for
your family to share. As you gather together to receive the real presence of Christ found in, with,
and under the elements, be assured that the gifts we are given by God in the Holy Sacrament
transcend space and time. May we be fed and nourished by God through this meal so that we
may persevere and continue in discipleship this and every day.

C

(As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.
The communicant may say: “Amen.”)
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BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our journey.
Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and
serve others in your name.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and the
blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with
you always.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

”Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak”

ELW 676

Lord, speak to us, that we may speak in living echoes of your tone;
as you have sought, so let us seek your straying children, lost and lone.
Oh, fill us with your fullness, Lord, until our very hearts o'erflow
in kindling thought and glowing word, your love to tell, your praise to show.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the light of Christ!
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Lila Shealy on the
occasion of the anniversary of her birthday by Richard and Sharon Shealy.
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Mr. Stephen Abbott, Seminarian
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