
1-17-2021 - Worship Guide - Epiphany 2 
 

Introduction 
All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just pastors and deacons but 
also the youngest child, like Samuel. The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the 
idea of place. Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth. But 
where we come from isn’t important; it’s where—or rather whom—we come to. Jesus 
refers to Jacob, who had a vision in a place he called “the house of God, and . . . the gate 
of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the place where Nathanael will meet God. 
 

Welcome Please have a candle and Communion elements ready for worship. 
 

Gathering Song: #532 Gather Us In (v. 1 & 2) 
 

1 Here in this place the new light is streaming, 
now is the darkness vanished away; 
see in this space our fears and our dreamings 
brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 
2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 

we are the old who yearn for your face; 
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 
called to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
Confession & Peace*  

You share your love with every people; 
we draw limits of race and creed. 
Messiah have mercy 
Messiah have mercy 
 
You immerse yourself in love of life; 
we hold back in fear and shame. 
Christ have mercy 
Christ have mercy 
 
You change the water into wine; 
we refuse to let our hearts be moved. 
Messiah have mercy 
Messiah have mercy 
 
Christ has broken down the dividing wall that made us strangers to one another; 
Christ has made us one humanity that God might be all in all; 
Christ Jesus is our life, our hope, our peace. 
Amen. Let God’s Peace flow through us. 
 
The peace of Jesus Christ be with you always. 
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#532 Gather Us In (v. 3 & 4) 
 
3 Here we will take the wine and the water, 

here we will take the bread of new birth, 
here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
give us to eat the bread that is you; 
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
4 Not in the dark of buildings confining, 

not in some heaven, light years away— 
here in this place the new light is shining, 
now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
Gather us in and hold us forever, 
gather us in and make us your own; 
gather us in, all peoples together, 
fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 
Prayer of the Day* 

God of the tearing heaven, whose holiness is unveiled by one who is submerged in 
all the pain and sin of the earth: 
Give us faith to follow him who goes to heart of darkness bearing only the Spirit of 
gentle, insistent peace; 
through Jesus Christ, the Promised One. Amen. 

 
Hebrew Scripture: 1 Samuel 3:1-21   (Inclusive Version) 

Now young Samuel was in the service of YHWH under Eli. In those days, the voice 
of YHWH was rarely heard—prophesy was uncommon. One night Eli, whose eyes 
had grown so weak that he could no longer see, was sleeping in his bed. The lamp 
of God had not gone out, and Samuel was sleeping in the Tent of Meeting, near the 
Ark of the Covenant. 
 
Then YHWH called to Samuel. 
 
Samuel answered, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli saying, “You called. Here I am!” 
 
Eli said, “I didn’t call you. Now go back to sleep.” He went back to sleep. 
 
A second time, YHWH called Samuel, and he got up and went to Eli. 
 
“Here I am!” Samuel said, “You called me.” 
 
Eli repeated, “I did not call you. Go back to sleep.” 
 
At that time Samuel had not yet encountered YHWH, and the word of YHWH had 
not yet been revealed to him. 
 
YHWH called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up, went to Eli, and said once 
more, “Here I am. You called me.” 
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Then Eli realized that YHWH was calling the boy. 
 
So he said to Samuel, “Go back and go to sleep, and if you are called, say, ‘Speak, 
YHWH, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went back to sleep. 
 
And YHWH called, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
 
And Samuel replied, “Yes, YHWH, I am listening.” 
 
Then YHWH said to Samuel, “I am going to do things in Israel that will make the 
ears of all who hear about them ring. I am going to fulfill all the dreadful things I 
told Eli I would do against his family—from the beginning to the end. You are to tell 
Eli that I condemn his family forever because he knew of the blasphemies of his 
sons against God which he ignored. Therefore, I swear it to the house of Eli, 
neither sacrifice nor offering will ever expiate the guilt of the House of Eli.” 
 
Samuel lay down to rest till morning, when he opened the doors of the Tent of 
Meeting. He feared to tell Eli about the vision, but Eli called to Samuel, who 
answered, “Here I am.” 
 
“Samuel, come here, what did God say to you? Don’t hide it from me. May YHWH 
curse you if you conceal from me one word of what you were told.” 
 
Then Samuel told Eli everything, concealing nothing. Eli said, “YHWH reigns. 
YHWH will do what must be done.” 
 
As Samuel grew, YHWH was with him. None of Samuel’s words remained 
unfulfilled. From Dan to Beersheba, all Israel recognized that Samuel was a 
prophet of YHWH. 
 
YHWH continued to appear in Shiloh, for Samuel first encountered YHWH there 
 
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word...  Thanks be to God 

 
Childrens’ Time 
 
Song: #815 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (v. 1) 
 
1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. 
The star of my life is Jesus. 

 
Refrain 

In him there is no darkness at all. 
The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
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Gospel Reading: John 1:43-51  (Inclusive Version) 
The next day, after Jesus had decided to leave for Galilee, he met Philip and said, 
“Follow me.” Philip came from Bethsaida, the same town as Andrew and Peter. 
 
Philip sought out Nathanael and said to him, “We’ve found the One that Moses 
spoke of in the Law, the One about whom the prophets wrote: Jesus of Nazareth, 
son of Mary and Joseph.” 
 
“From Nazareth?” said Nathanael. “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” 
 
“Come and see,” replied Philip. 
 
When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he remarked, “This one is a real 
Israelite. There is no guile in him.” 
 
“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked him. 
 
Jesus answered, “Before Philip even went to call you, while you were sitting under 
the fig tree, I saw you.” 
 
“Rabbi,” said Nathanael, “you’re God’s Own; you’re the ruler of Israel!” 
 
Jesus said, “Do you believe just because I told you I saw you under the fig tree? 
You’ll see much greater things than that.” 
 
Jesus went on to tell them, “The truth of the matter is, you will see heaven opened, 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Chosen One.” 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word… Thanks be to God 
 
 

Message 
 
 
Song: #574 Here I Am, Lord 
 
1 "I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send?" 

 
Refrain 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
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2 "I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people's pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 

 
3 "I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 

 
Creed of Epiphany  
 

I believe in God, the creator of the universe, 
who spoke, “Let there be light!” and there was light, 
setting in motion all of creation and blessing it to this day. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
The light that shines in the darkness; 
The darkness cannot overcome it. 
He embodied humanity in the image of God, 
And suffered for the greater good. 
He atoned for our sins 
And died on the cross for us, 
God’s saving grace! 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The guiding light of God in our world. 
Through his spirit, God conquers 
The darkness of human sin, 
Helps people grow and 
Become the people they are meant to be. 
I believe in the power of transformation, 
Here in this world and in the world to come. 
Amen. 
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Offering 

● Text:  to number 833-893-0362 text GIVE 
● Website:   www.slcmv.org  and click on GIVE  
● Mail:  Salem, 2529 N. Laventure Rd, Mt. Vernon, WA 98273 
● THANK YOU to those who have been contributing offerings through one of 

these methods. If you have not yet made the opportunity to give, every and any 
amount makes a difference ; so please consider submitting your offerings so 
that we (together) continue to honor God and support Salem’s ministry & 
mission. 

 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

For the body of Christ gathered throughout the world and for all servants of the gospel, 
that following Jesus, the church lives out its calling every day, let us pray. 
Mercy becomes You. 
For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, and for all that God has 
marvelously made, that we serve as wise stewards of Earth, our home, let us pray. 
Mercy becomes You. 
For police officers and firefighters, for attorneys and paralegals, for peacekeepers and 
military personnel, and for the leaders of governments, that they provide protection to 
all people, especially the most vulnerable, let us pray. 
Mercy becomes You. 
For those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick or grieving, and for those who 
are imprisoned or homebound (especially), that God console all who suffer, let us pray. 
Mercy becomes You. 
For our neighborhood, for visitors joining us for the first time or returning, and for those 
absent from our assembly, that all who seek to know God are nourished by word and 
sacrament, let us pray. 
Mercy becomes You. 
 

For what or whom else do the people pray? 
(Zoom users: Please unmute or use chat feature to offer your petitions) 

 
In thanksgiving for the saints who have gone before us, that their lives give us a vision of 
the gospel in action, let us pray. 
Mercy becomes You. 

 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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Holy Communion* 
God be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to God. 
We give thanks to God. Thank You God for Your grace. 
 
We praise you, Go fo many names, 
whose Spirit runs free through all the earth, 
Whose image lies dep in every mortal soul. 
 
In Your grace 
Your Word is made known to every people, 
calling forth the best they have to offer; 
Your Beloved is immersed in the waters of creation 
healing the chaos that floods our world; 
Your Child is the host who offers new wine 
changing hearts grown withered and cold. 
 
Therefore we celebrate the rays of morning light 
that bathe the world in glory and kindle a new song: 

 
Holy:  #525 You Are Holy 

 

You are holy, you are whole. You are always ever more than we ever understand. 
You are always at hand.  
 

Blessed are you coming near. 
Blessed are you coming here to your church in wine and bread, 
Raised from soil, raised from dead. 
 
You are holy, you are wholeness, you are present. 
Let the cosmos praise you, Lord!  
 
Sing hosanna in the highest! 
Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to our God! 
 

Words of Institution 
 
Christ’s Prayer  (Inclusive) 

We pray together in the Spirit that Jesus taught: 
Our Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kin-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kin-dom, the power,  and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 

Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 
Given and poured out for you. 

The bread of life for all who hunger. 

The cup of compassion for a broken world. 
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Lamb of God:  p., 174, Setting 7 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
Prayer after Communion* 

God of the wedding feast,  
we thank you for sharing with us 
the abundance of your life:  
In the beauty of humility 
may we receive with joy 
the stranger’s gift,  
the water’s grace, 
and the living wine of love’s desire. 
Amen. 
 

Announcements  
 
Blessing: 
  May Christ, who draws the nations into God, 

teach us to love our enemies; 
May Christ, who enters the water of baptism, 
lead us to die to all … but love; 
May  Christ, who gives new wine for the world, 
turn our bitterness into joy;  
And the blessing of God + 
Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit be with now and always. 
Amen. 

 
Song: #677 This Little Light of Mine 

1  This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
  this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
  this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
  let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

  
2  Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
  ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
  ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
  let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
  
3  Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
  Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
  Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
  let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
(1)  This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
  this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
  this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
  let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
  let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
  let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. God is with you in every time and space. Thanks be to God. 
 

Coffee Hour  follows after Worship. 
___________ 
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