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Since Advent, we in the church have been hearing quite a 
few scripture readings about angels and dreams.  Angels 
visit Zechariah; and angels visit Mary, and angels visit the 
shepherds.  Joseph has two encounters with an angel.  The 
three wise men get warned in a dream…  
 
In scripture the appearance of angels, and the dreaming of 
dreams, is usually a sign of the incoming word of God.   
The presence of God, the word of God coming in a way 
that is somehow outside of normal, everyday human 
experience.  And when this happens, lives are changed; 
directions are altered; life is reshaped. 
 
In both the Gospel and the first reading this morning, we 
have other stories about this “outside-of-the ordinary” 
kind of experience.  Both are stories of being called by 
God.   
 
The Gospel is about Nathaniel, the skeptic.  Can anything 
good come out of Nazareth?    Philip invites him to come 
and see Jesus for himself, as if to say don’t take my word 
for it…  For the Evangelist, John, it is an invitation to all 
of us who hear and read the Gospel.   
An invitation to come and see what Jesus is about - don’t 
simply take my word for it, or someone else’s word for it.  



Come and see for yourself.  For in exploring who Jesus is 
and what Jesus teaches, we discover God and God’s 
glory……even angels.   
 
The ascending and descending angels refer back to the 
angels of Jacob’s dream… Jacob’s ladder in the book of 
Genesis, reminds us that God can and does break into our 
lives in ways that defy explanation. They remind us as 
well that God can call us in directions that, at first, may 
not appear to be possible.  Certainly, Nathaniel had no 
idea of what was in store for him. Neither did Samuel. 
 
 The boy Samuel is serving in the temple.  He hears a 
voice calling his name, and assumes it’s Eli, the priest - 
Samuel’s mentor.  Twice Samuel runs to Eli…. then the 
third time Eli suggests, “It might be God”.  And indeed it 
is, and God comes - and shines forth - and this time 
Samuel is ready, Speak, Lord, for your servant is 
listening. 
 
Samuel is held up as an example of someone ready to 
hear a calling from God.  Yet so often we can forget what 
comes after this familiar story.  As God’s prophet, Samuel 
is called to say and to do some very difficult things...  
Samuel, as one theologian has put it, is God’s agent for 
social change. 
Samuel was willing to serve God as prophet.  Nathanael 
was willing to serve as follower of Jesus.   Both are called 



down paths that they probably would not have chosen on 
their own, but they seek to be faithful to God.  Both are 
part of events that change significantly the course of 
human history.   
 
Under Samuel, the tribes of Israel come together as a 
united kingdom. Nathanael is part of the early Christian 
church.  These two stories remind us of what happens 
when people move forward into the future with the power 
of God working within them. 
 
From time to time we read articles about what life will be 
like in the future - how we will live, how we will be.  And 
I wonder who is deciding these things, and on what kinds 
of principles are these decisions being based.  Are they 
being decided by CEOs of corporations? Are they being 
decided by CEOs of social media monopolies? 
 
I am increasingly aware that as Christians in this 
frenetically evolving and changing world we have an 
important job to do.  Like Samuel, like Nathanael …we 
are being called to come and listen and discern…. 
 
What kind of world does God desire for us?  What is 
God’s desire for us?  Not what someone else 
decides…what is God’s dream for us as people in the 
world today?  How can we be faithful to God’s call? 
 



You know, the Scriptures are so amazing, because on the 
one hand they can be so tough and uncompromising and 
uncomfortable. On the other hand, there are passages of s 
nurturing gentleness. Today, for example with Samuel 
and Nathaniel….a challenging word of God for us…..and 
in the middle we have Psalm 139… this wonderful psalm 
talking of how God is very close to us, and knows us…  
 
Lord, you have searched me out and known me;  you 
know my sitting down and my rising up….you are 
acquainted with all my ways.  Indeed there is not a word 
on my lips, but you, O Lord, know it all together…..For 
you yourself created my inmost parts;  you knit me 
together in my mother’s womb.  I thank you because I am 
marvellously made…” 
 
It is wonderful to be so completely known and completely 
loved.  It is inspiring to know that we are marvellously 
made… So comforting to know that God searches us 
out…that there is no place we can go where God is not 
with us. So reassuring to know that this relationship with 
God began in our mother’s womb - even before we were 
born.  
From your mother’s womb, God knew you, and dreamed 
you into existence. We have all been called into existence 
to be here in this time and place. This is the moment in 
time and place where we belong.  
 



Yes, to be here in the midst of a pandemic is not where 
we would choose to be. To be fighting a pestilence by 
staying away from each other is not what we would be 
choosing to do. To be lonely and isolated in the middle of 
winter is not what we want. But we have all been called 
into existence to be here together at this difficult moment.  
 
So what are we going to do? No, we cannot solve all the 
problems of the human world. No, we cannot even hold 
hands together yet. But what we can do is remind each 
other that we are not alone. God is with us, and we have 
each other.  
 
For me, I feel that in this time and place, God is calling us 
to walk in the same direction with loving and 
compassionate hearts… the more we do this… and the 
more we encourage one another to do this… the sooner 
we will see the breaking of a new dawn… Let’s keep 
moving forward… let’s continue to encourage one 
another…  
 
Angels are calling us forward to a new day… 
    AMEN. 


