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Camrose United Church 
Sunday January 17, 2021 

Love calls to us 
Rev. Helen Reed, Diaconal Minister 

Candle Lighting 
We light the Christ Candle, aware of God around, among, & within 
us. In a moment of silence, we prepare ourselves to celebrate God’s 
presence in our community. 

Hymn: ♫ Here in this Ordinary Place (SOTS 4) 
 
Coming into Worship 
Today our faith stories speak to us: 
of listening for God’s voice  
and responding to it 
even when we don’t understand; 
of being aware of our identity 
as children of God; 
of seeking truth and wisdom  
about ourselves and each other. 
During this ‘ordinary’ time of the church  
we look at our faith stories so that  
we can learn and grow in our faith  
and know God’s love.   
Come, let us worship and learn together. 
 
Hymn: ♫ If I Take the Wings of the Morning 
 
Scripture Reading:  
Psalm 139 New Revised Standard Version 
1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
    you discern my thoughts from far away. 
3 You search out my path and my lying down, 
    and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 
    O Lord, you know it completely. 
5 You hem me in, behind and before, 
    and lay your hand upon me. 
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6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
    it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
 
7 Where can I go from your spirit? 
    Or where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
9 If I take the wings of the morning 
    and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
10 even there your hand shall lead me, 
    and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
    and the light around me become night,” 
12 even the darkness is not dark to you; 
    the night is as bright as the day, 
    for darkness is as light to you. 
 
13 For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
    Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you, 
    when I was being made in secret, 
    intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
    In your book were written 
    all the days that were formed for me, 
    when none of them as yet existed. 
17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
     How vast is the sum of them! 
18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
     I awake—I am still with you. 
 
19 O that you would kill the wicked, O God, 
    and that the bloodthirsty would depart from me— 
20 those who speak of you maliciously, 
    and lift themselves up against you for evil! 
21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord? 
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    And do I not loathe those who rise up against you? 
22 I hate them with perfect hatred; 
    I count them my enemies. 
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
    test me and know my thoughts. 
24 See if there is any hurtful way in me, 
    and lead me in the ancient way. 
 
Wondering: 
As I read this song of faith that speaks of  
God’s knowledge of us  
I wondered if we are willing  
to see God in the many spaces and places of life? 
I wondered if the hatred of those who hate God  
is really what God wants of us? 
I wondered how we might seek the truth of  
what God knows us to be? 
 
Prayer for Awareness and God’s grace. 
Holy God,  
You knew us as we formed,  
you know us as we grow. 
Your knowing love accompanies us all our days  
 
Yet, somehow, it is easy for us to miss your love:  
We don’t look for your presence 
We focus on earning love by taking sides 
Our human frailty turns us in directions  
that put barriers up that stop caring and sharing and 
compassion,  
that put barriers up between you and your love.  
  
Forgive us, God. 
Help us to know your presence with us, 
Help us to hear your love surround us.  
Help us to live all the goodness that you have given us.  
May we grow in our learning 
and our leaning on your love. Amen. 
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Words of Assurance  
The Psalmists words recall for us  
the immenseness of God’s influence on our very being.  
In these words and song of faith,  
we are reminded that God is with us in all things, all places.  
Rest yourself in that assurance.  
God is with us. We are not alone.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Scripture Reading:  
John 1:43-51 Common English Bible 
43 The next day Jesus wanted to go into Galilee, and he 
found Philip. Jesus said to him, “Follow me.” Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter. 
 
45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found 
the one Moses wrote about in the Law and the Prophets: 
Jesus, Joseph’s son, from Nazareth.” 
46 Nathanael responded, “Can anything from Nazareth be 
good?” Philip said, “Come and see.” 
 
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said about 
him, “Here is a genuine Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 
48 Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?”  
Jesus answered, “Before Philip called you, I saw you under 
the fig tree.” 
 
49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are God’s Son. You are 
the king of Israel.” 
 
50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that 
I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than 
these! 51 I assure you that you will see heaven open and 
God’s angels going up to heaven and down to earth on the 
Human One.” 
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Scripture is our song for the journey,  
the living word passed on from generation to generation  
to guide and inspire. 
God calls us to be  
doers of the word  
and not hearers only. 
 
Reflection:  
Have you been watching the news? I have.  
 
After the uprising in Washington D.C. last week, I watched 
people give up old loyalties because of the violence they 
witnessed but they have struggled to do so. They had a 
perceived notion of what things should look like, should be 
and having something really different unfold before them has 
shaken them. There are many who are questioning what 
they believed, who they have become.  
 
I also watched people deny the truth of what was before 
them. People who were determined that if they said loudly 
enough that something didn’t happen it would make it 
become truth. They are clinging to an ideal that no longer 
exists and I wonder why they believe that the past is more 
important than the present or moving into the future.  
 
I have also watched people in our own country and province 
do similar things. Although, so far, we have resisted the 
violence – but there are times when it feels close. We have 
have differing perceived notions about what life should look 
like and having something different be our reality has shaken 
us.  
There are folk who are determined that if they say loudly 
enough that something is a hoax – even when the truth 
around us indicates the total opposite – that they can make it 
go away.  
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We are all questioning what we have become, whether we 
have the courage to move forward from the past into a 
different future. 
 
What is it that will take us there? As faithful people, we are 
asked to think about what God would have us do; What 
Would Jesus do?  
 
Our readings for today give us some direction in that. Psalm 
139 focuses on personal growth through self-reflection. The 
writer describes what it is like to develop our best selves 
based on God’s role in our lives. This psalm is all about ‘who 
am I’ based on my understanding of who God is, what God 
wants me to do, and to understand if I am willing to do that.  
 
In this time of struggle, this Psalm challenges us to 
remember that God is in all places with us. Sometimes God 
is beside us walking us through our denials, our conflicts, our 
moments when we think about what we should be doing. 
Sometimes God is in front of us directing our attention to the 
people and places that need our care and support the most.  
 
As people of faith, God should be in all our decisions and 
actions and we know that we can’t hide from the voice and 
love of God. We need to face the fact that there are times 
when we create hatred, when retribution comes easier to us 
than compassion, when we focus on ourselves instead of 
others, when we don’t want to know or follow the ancient 
ways of community and working together for the good of all.  
 
Our scripture from John is another glimpse into what it 
means to be honest about God’s purpose for us and how 
hard it is to hear it and to live it. Philip, a newly called 
disciple, invites his friend Nathanael to join in this new and 
growing movement. Nathanael is a skeptic. He makes it 
clear that he is biased about someone with Jesus’ 
background. Because how is it possible that someone who 
comes from Nazareth can be good? 
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Nathanael is invited but his bias is an opportunity for others 
to tell their truths, to speak their faith, to show that good is 
possible even in improbable places.  
 
Jesus does not rebuke Nathanael for his honesty or 
skepticism. Instead, we see that the desire to know and be 
known is a vital part of who we are and who we are meant to 
be.  
 
We see that when Nathanael trusts God through Jesus, that 
he is willing to learn more, to see more, to be more in God’s 
world.  
 
Both of these scriptures remind us that God’s ways are 
mysterious, but that God stories hinge on seeking truth and 
wisdom about ourselves and each other. When we meet 
those who have not been able to get past the biases of the 
past, who have not been able to make decisions that are for 
the health and safety of others I wonder if we, like Philip did 
for Nathanael, are to invite them in to hear a different 
conversation and perspective. 
 
There are many who wouldn’t accept such an invitation, but 
there are some that would and may find that moving through 
life with God’s truth and love as our guide can make us good 
wherever we come from. Unknown people or places should 
not discourage us from pursuing understanding about God 
or our call as God’s people.  
 
In this place and time, I invite us to wonder about who we 
are. Are we living for the good of others? Are we judging 
people by where they come from instead of what they are 
doing? Are we the skeptics? Are we easily slipping into 
patterns of pitting ‘us’ against ‘them’, when, instead, we need 
to recognize that God has a lot of work to do with all of us? 
Are we willing to join into being part of a diverse community 
that works together which is what God is asking us to do? 
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In this world that is bubbling with skeptics and fear and loud 
voices that want us to focus on self, I invite us to be the 
quieter but clear and bold voices that invite others into a 
conversation about being carers and nurturers, about being 
justice and truth seekers. 
 
I invite us to be God’s people of love in a world that needs it 
so much in this time and place.  
God knows us and is with us on this journey, ready to show 
us the way.  
 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn: ♫ MV#10 Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom 
 
Offering Invitation 
As we move into a time of learning  
about God’s great love in our lives,  
we are also called to be  
God’s love in the lives of many.  
Let God be in our open eyes,  
open hands and open hearts 
as we offer the best we can for God’s people. 
May the gifts of  
our hearts, our labour, our treasure  
enable the church to be  
the light of God’s love in the world.  
 
Prayer of Dedication: 
God who knows our inner being  
better than we do ourselves, 
we remember you are near  
and offer our gifts of gratitude to you. 
We remember our abundance. 
We remember your love that holds us together in the world.  
We come with earnest hope and faith  
to offer what we have, do what we can, 
to be partners is your loving creation. Amen. 
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Hymn: ♫ VU#538 For the Gift of Creation 
 
 
Prayers from God’s People, For God’s People 
 
Creator God  
who loves us, and guides us, and lights our way: 
 
In our shared faith stories today, we remember that you 
created our best selves. You gave us all that we need to 
create goodness in the world – even through the challenges 
of habits and ritual that place barriers before us.  
You are indeed with us always and we are grateful. 
 
We pray for your people: 
For all the packages of life that you have created  
filled with potential, each a little bit different,  
each person valued and loved by you.   
May all people remember  
the treasure and value of all life  
that you have shared with us.  
May all people remember to care for each other  
to love and live together abundantly. 
May we look for your love and live in your love. 
 
We pray for leaders in our world: 
That the courage and compassion  
you created within them  
will be shared well and with many. 
That they will recognize the biases that wound,  
and use your gifts to change them into  
appreciation and care.  
May they look for your love and live in your love. 
 
We pray for  
those for whom life is unfair, unbalanced, unsafe. 
The world is not yet living your dream. 
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In the world we share, all are not equal:  
lives are disrupted by violence, by illness, by death.  
May those who are hurting, those who are sorrowing,  
feel your love surround them.  
May those who support them  
know your care and strength  
as they offer the gifts you have created in them 
to hold and heal  
broken bodies and hearts.  
May they look for your love and live in your love 
 
We pray for ourselves.  
That we will open our hearts to feel your spirit alive in us,  
That we will work hard  
to value all your people equally, 
with love and support. 
That your love will give us  
the courage and power and care  
as you have shown us. 
May we look for your love and live in your love.  
Amen.  
 
Hymn: ♫ VU#299 Teach Me God to Wonder 


Sending Forth and Blessing 
Let us go from this time blessed by the knowledge 
that God has known and loved us  
from our beginnings and in all of our living, 
In the reality of life,  
God is always helping us find our moment, 
Our moment to live and be  
the potential of good that God knows in us.  
May the creative love of God,  
the inviting path of Jesus, 
the power of the enlivening spirit 
pull us into a life of abundance 
and be with us now and always. 
Amen.  
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Changing the Christ Candle: 
The light of Christ, shining into all the corners of the earth, 
showing us where we are and where we are meant to be.  
The Spirit of God. Breathe it in...and know that God is with 
us wherever we go.  
Sending Song: ♫ VU#509 I, the Lord of sea and sky 
 

Inspired by: 
Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFUSION Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–

2021 
Gathering, Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2020-2021 

 

 


