
Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 
January 17, 2021  

Welcome: We would like to thank Emily Coonjah and Heidi Wilker for reading the lessons today. 
 

Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.   C: And also with you. 
 

Call to Worship – Here We Are (written by David Inglis.  Posted on the Henrietta United Church of Christ  

      website. http://www.henriettaucc.org/PastorsPage/CallsToWorship.shtml) 
 

P: God whispers to each of us: you are my beloved, created in love for love. 

 C: My spirit answers, Here I am, Lord. Speak to me anew. 
 

P: God breathes on us the Holy Spirit, knitting many members into the body of Christ. 

 C: Together we answer, Here we are Lord. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P: God has yet more vision for the people. Who will work for God to extend God’s 

     reign into our hurting world? 

 C: Here we are Lord. Empower us for your work. 
 

P: God calls the small, and helps them do great things. God calls the weak, and reveals  

    their hidden gifts. God calls the rejected, and opens their eyes to their worth. 

 C: Here we are Lord, humble and waiting. 
 

P: Then let us gather, old and young, small and great, to dream God's dreams,  

     receive God's power, and do God's deeds. 

 C: Here we are Lord.  

 Shine the light of your love on us. Kindle your Spirit within us.  

 Work your redeeming will in us, that all the world may be one  

 through the power of your love.  Amen. 
 

Song – Dearest Jesus At Your Word1 
 

Dearest Jesus at your word we have come again to hear you; 

let our hearts and minds be stirred and in glowing faith be near you 

as the promises here given draw us wholly up to heaven. 
 

All our knowledge, sense and sight lie in deepest darkness shrouded 

till your Spirit breaks the night, filling us with light unclouded. 

All good thoughts and all good living come but by your gracious giving. 

 



Radiance of God’s glory bright, Light of Light from God proceeding, 

Jesus, send your blessed light; help our hearing, speaking, heeding, 

that our prayers and songs may please you, as with grateful hearts we praise you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Readings 
 

 1 Samuel 3:1-10  
 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in 

those days; visions were not widespread.  

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 

down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 

temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he 

said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did 

not call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel 

got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my 

son; lie down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had 

not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and 

went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the Lord was 

calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 

“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, 

‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’  

The Word of the Lord 
 

 Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  
 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me.  

You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

   you discern my thoughts from far away.  

You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways.  

   Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely.  

You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.  

   Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
 

For it was you who formed my inward parts; 

   you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

   Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.  

My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, 

   intricately woven in the depths of the earth.  



Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 

In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, 

   when none of them as yet existed.  

How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them!  

   I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 

I come to the end—I am still with you.  
 

The Word of the Lord 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to John 1:43-51 
 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now 

Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to 

him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son 

of Joseph from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ 

Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of 

him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did 

you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ 

Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus answered, 

‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 

than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the 

angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’  

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

Reflection 
 

Song: Will You Come and Follow Me2 
 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 



Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 
 

Prayers of the People 

 We pray: Let us pray… and respond: Have mercy, O God. 
 

Holy Communion (Zoom Only) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us; 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  

 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread,  

 and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Benediction  
 

Song – This Little Light of Mine3 
 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine; this little light of mine, I’m gonna let it 

shine; this little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine; everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine; 

everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine; Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine; 

Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Dismissal   

L: Go in peace. Follow the light of Christ. C: Thanks be to God  

 

1 ELW hymn #520, vs. 1-3.  In the Public Domain 
 
2 ELW hymn #798, vs. 1, 2, 4 & 5. Text: John L. Bell. Music: Scottish Traditional ©1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications 

Inc.. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A736240. All rights reserved. 

 
3 ELW hymn #677. In the Public Domain 

 

 

                                                 


