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Epiphany – Theological Banquet 
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be reflections of your word to us today, in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 

 

This has been a rough week in North America. The events in the US capitol disturb and shake all of us, 

Canadians and Americans alike. So many of us were glued to the news and continue to process the images 

in disbelief that this is our country and our neighbour. I heard a story of a staffer who ended a conversation 

with her mother on the phone by saying, “don’t worry, I’m in the safest place in the world.” We’ve never 

questioned it and seeing that belief broken down is scary.  

The events at the capitol happened on the feast of the Epiphany, where we celebrate a fresh 

expression of God’s own light coming into the world. The celebration includes prophets proclaiming God’s 

faithfulness through time and in every generation; it includes wise ones who come with honour and 

reverence to greet the Christ child; it includes an affirmation that the lord’s light will shine in our present 

darkness and nations will come to the light. I don’t know how this works – it is deeply mysterious; it also 

isn’t magic. There are no snapping fingers or waving a wand. God’s work in the world requires our own 

work and our participation. We are in a moment that is uncertain and scary; we are in a moment where 

everyone is paying attention; this is a critical moment. On the day the light comes, we get to choose what to 

do with it.  

The light of Epiphany comes to us, perhaps as renewed energy or in images of a sunrise or a bright 

winter day. The light from the sun is a primary symbol of God’s own light coming to us; the light from the 

sun is what’s known as white light, which contains equal amounts of all the wavelengths of the visible 

spectrum. (share slide) Refracted, the light from God is a rainbow. It takes some kind of prism to see it, 

something like moisture in the atmosphere or an object you can hold in your hand that will bend the light to 

reveal the colours. The prism unveils the diversity of personalities, flavours, expressions that form the face 

of God. The diversity in God’s own light is a reflection of the diversity in creation itself, creation made in 

God’s own image: it is beautiful and good, even as each expression is unique.  



As we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, the coming light has illumined for me how much we need 

the light. We need the brightness of it to expose what is true about our world; we need all the wise ones to 

name truth and guide us to: learn about the other, learn to love the other again and honour the other as part 

of the whole.  

A renewed opportunity is upon us to have a good look at the prism-separated light, the ways the holy 

expresses itself in each of us, how unique and beautiful we are individually . . . and collectively. We have a 

renewed opportunity for each of us to name the holy expression in us . . . and to turn to our neighbour in 

curiosity about the holy expression in them. It’s a renewed opportunity to say, ‘the holy expression in you 

and me are different, and that matters, because you matter and I matter. God is saying something unique 

and beautiful in you and in me; and that something is worth knowing and celebrating.” Thanks be to God!  

Here at Christ Church, we have a specific opportunity, thanks to the work of Janet Gear, who created 

this Theological Banquet, which describes the 5 streams of theology we will be learning over the next 5 

weeks. Janet presents the theological streams in a rainbow of colour, reminding me of the prism that 

reveals colours of light. The Theological Banquet functions like a theological prism that takes the 

experience of church life where these theological streams operate, and separates the whole into parts . . . 

and then gives those parts names. With this theological prism, we are invited to sit together at the banquet 

table where this rainbow of theology is spread out before us . . . the invitation is to learn about each stream, 

celebrate each stream, sample each stream, perhaps find ourselves in one or more streams, and along the 

way gain some language and understanding to help us use our learning to support and enrich our 

congregational life. There are a lot of ways in which we humans are alike; right now, siloed differences are 

leading to division and violence. The human work right now is to better know and understand our 

neighbours, to overcome the illusion of separation, and learn how to live together in a better way. The work 

to transform the world always begins where we are. So, we find ourselves in this invitation to engage in this 

work with each other. 


