
Prayers of the People 
January 20, 2021 

(Epiphany 1 - The Baptism of Jesus) 
 

“Good Morning to all of you. When you hear the words God of Peace, 
please respond with “Hear Our Prayers”.( Practicing…”God of 
Peace…Hear Our Prayers.”) 
You will receive time for quiet  contemplation and reflection after 
each part of this prayer.”  
 
 Christmas celebrations and the beginning of a New Year have  
passed. With some reluctance, we have taken down the colourful 
lights, wreaths and trees which brightened up our long rainy days.  
Season’s greetings and Happy New Year wishes to each other are 
fading away.  The days are slowly growing longer and the extra light 
is so welcome. Vaccinations will come and the federal government 
has gifted us with a thousand dollars per family, which for many, is 
badly needed. Thank You for that support.  Restrictions across our 
country have tightened,  after increased travel and subsequent 
coronavirus cases. Let us pray for fortitude and patience through 
this season. Let us pray that we and those who need jobs, housing, 
money, food or  emotional support receive what they need.  …silent 
count of 30 

 
God of Peace…Hear Our Prayers 
 
 Dear God, we pray for all  Americans, whose health and 
political systems are being tested. Their daily death rates from Covid 
have gone past the 4000 mark, and their total death rate is over 
365,000.  Their case numbers are now over 22 million.  The number 
of  first vaccinations shots completed  is well below the target set. . 
We have had our own problems with Canadians travelling south, as  
the new virus strain is spreading much more quickly than the 
original one. Our number  of vaccinations completed is not where we 
need it to  be either. Let us pray for families, workers, schools, the 
elderly, hospitals, prisons and all places where this virus is most able 
to spread.   …silent count of 30 

 
God of Peace…Hear Our Prayers 



 
 Like heavy fog, the news of a mob overrunning the Washington 
Capitol building in the United States last Wednesday almost 
obliterated the pandemic crisis  on social and other media. With 
shock we saw the inside of the building overrun and leaders having 
to be evacuated. People died  and considerable damage was done 
there in a way not seen since 1814. 
The rule of law was desecrated, and the concepts of understanding 
and respect torn.  Impeachment of the president may or may not 
occur, but these hurts will take a long time to heal. Moving forward 
towards justice and peace  will be a complex task for the courts, the 
media, the people and most especially, the  politicians. Democracy is 
an ongoing, fragile  concept and we saw, not in history books, but in 
real time,  what can happen when free speech devolves into the use 
of  long guns. Let us pray for those who died, were wounded  
psychologically or physically, for the leaders who have to make hard 
decisions, for judges who must hear the cases, and for those who feel 
injured in some way we are yet to understand. (As Karen said, 
“separation is an illusion”.)Let the love of God for  all be our guiding 
light. Silent/30 

 
God of Peace…Hear Our Prayers 
 
 Around the world, let us pray for Britons, who have now left 
the European union legally,  that they flourish.  And for the many 
countries who are having difficulty controlling Covid cases, that they 
receive the support they need. 
God of Peace…Hear Our Prayers 
 
 In the past year, our congregants have coped with many 
illnesses, often serious, surgeries, deaths and stress. We long for a 
happy 2021 and live with the hope that we will be healthy and safe 
and that our friends and families will be happy and safe. We pray for 
all to be comforted by the love of God. Let us name now in our 
thoughts those who we love and have concern for 
…………………………………………………………….30 

 
God of Peace…Hear Our Prayers 
 



God of Light and Love, You give so much to us, we pray  that always 
we may be on the right path with You  in our daily lives.  
 
(Please join with me now in The Lord’s Prayer as printed on your screen.) 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
  
 
 


