
Small Group Study Guide 
Who Gets Approved -Part 1 
Series:  God’s Stump Speech 
Matthew 5:3-12 
From Sunday January 17, 2021 
 
Take a moment to pray for the Lord to still your 
mind, as well as direct your thoughts, conversation 
and response to the study. 
 
Appetizer: 
 
Activity:  Read through the Beatitudes found in 
Matthew 5:3-12.  Read them out loud.  What stands 
out to you?  What, in general, do you notice about 
the language used attached to each blessing (the 
second part of each phrase that mentions why the 
person described is blessed).  For fun, read the same 
passage in the Bible Version called The Message.  
You can find it on www.biblegateway.com if you 
don’t have an available copy.  How does The 
Message “freshen up the language” of the 
beatitudes? 
 
Make a list of things that you have in your life that 
you have seen as a blessing from God.  Share your 
list with the group. 
 
Main Course: 
 
Reflection:  The word “blessed” basically refers to 
“The Good Life” or “Human flourishing.”  It is infused 
with this idea of the good life coming from God, 
being filled with hope that Jesus is in control, and 
that blessing is a relational activity between us and 
God and us and others.  At the beginning of his 
stump speech, is outlining who is approved in his 
kingdom for human flourishing.     
 
But the list of those who are blessed is a strange 
one.  It doesn’t look like the typical people who we 
would consider are blessed.  Take a moment to 
reflect on the list again.  Although there are some 
commendable virtues listed here, how many 
attributes would you immediately considered as 
being blessed?  Why?  Are there any attributes that 
specifically stand out that obviously don’t speak of 
blessing? 
 
What Jesus blesses is counter-cultural.  The 
beatitudes are not a list of virtues that we should be 

trying to attain to, or should feel guilty over if we 
have not experienced.  They are a list of what people 
have experienced AS THEY enter into a relationship 
with God.  The beatitudes show that Jesus is 
available in life circumstances that are beyond 
human hope. 
 
Question:  Go back through your list of blessings that 
you wrote out earlier.  How is your list different than 
the list Jesus made?  What does this tell you about 
where you can finding blessing in your life? 
 
Jesus is not saying that mourning or persecution or a 
lack of faith are ideal for Christian living.  Rather, he 
wants to correct some of our underlining 
assumptions on how we view people.  He 
demonstrates this in the Gospel of Luke.  Have 
someone read Luke 6:24-26. 
 
In Luke, Jesus provides a list of woes.  What do we 
find interesting about these woes? 
 
Question:  Is it a curse to be rich, or well fed, or to 
laugh, or to be popular?  If not, we need to come to 
terms with what Jesus is saying.  So… what is he 
saying? 
 
Dessert: 
 
Next week we will be dealing with what it looks like 
to live out the message of the beatitudes in every 
day life, but for now, take a moment to open your 
hearts to what the Holy Spirit is saying to you. 
 
Is there a beatitude that describes where you have 
been or even where you are at?  Have you been 
mourning?  Have you been poor in spirit?  Have you 
been humbled or unfulfilled spiritually?  Have you 
been persecuted or stuck in the middle of warring 
factions as a peacemaker? 
 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to you as you reflect 
on God’s blessing in the midst of the situation you 
find yourself in? 
 
This week, scribble your name into the beautitudes 
and post it on your fridge or by your bedside table 
or wherever you will see it.  Personalize it according 
to your experience (example:  Blessed is Jeff when 
he mourns.  Blessed is Jeff when he is poor in spirit).  
And then use it as a prayer, saying, “God, show me 



your presence and where I fit in your overall plans 
when I am in this place.”    
 
Pray for one another as a group in closing. 
 
 


