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give thanks for Martin Luther for renewing 
the Church but we also remember with 
shame his condemnations of the Jewish 
people. We give thanks for Lutherans who 
resisted tyranny, like Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
but we remember that it was Lutherans and 
other Christians who gave Hitler power, 
murdered over 6 million Jews, and waged 
terrible war on the world. Truth matters. 
 Five people died during the attack 
on the Capitol. Four of them were rioters 
who had become completely immersed in 
the disinformation of the President and oth-
ers. I am guessing they truly believed 
(against all actual facts) that the election 
was stolen. They died because they were 
trapped in a world of dark lies. How sad 
that is. Even more sad is that they and the 
rest of those attackers were willing to hurt 
and kill others, like Capitol Police Officer 
Brian Sicknick. Again, their violence 
shows their sickness. Truth matters. In this 
case, lies led directly to destruction and 
death. This episode demonstrated how truth 
remains a key piece not only of civil socie-
ty, but also of our spiritual health. 
 Turning now from the issue of 
truth, I want to offer a word for peace. The 
pandemic, economic strain, a deliberately 
divisive election: we are all living under 
terrific anxiety. That anxiety gets expressed 
in different ways: eating or drinking too 
much, sleeplessness, depression, panic, irri-
tability, and more. What can we do? 
 I think my first defense is wishful 
thinking. “Tomorrow will be better,” I tell 
myself. It is not a terribly useful tactic. Yes, 
things might get better, but they might also 
get worse. What then? 
 God gives us the Spirit and makes 
us God’s own children so that we can bring 
healing to this world. In order to do that, 
we need to be well-informed citizens of our 
communities, this nation, and our world. 
So, yes, we need to pay attention to the 
news but at the same time to remain cen-
tered in our identity in Christ. 
 How much time do you spend 
watching or reading news? Does it domi-
nate your day? Has listening to various 
pundits taken over time that (con’t p.3) 

 In what follows I want to be as di-
rect and fair, as dispassionate and non-
partisan as I can possibly be. I am writing 
two days following the invasion of the Unit-
ed State Capitol by pro-Trump supporters, 
and I feel I need to write about this because 
of the expressions of profound distress that I 
have heard from many of you. 
 As a leader in the church and as 
your pastor, I believe there are two things I 
need to express to you. First, we need to 
deal with the issue of truth. In any election 
there will be a winner and a loser or losers. 
This is easy for all of us to understand but 
perhaps difficult for some of us to accept. 
Candidates understandably do not like to 
lose. What is interesting about our current 
time is how so many people, their voters, 
now also take those losses personally. It has 
become for them a matter of their own per-
sonal identity and source of life meaning. 
This is frankly difficult for me to under-
stand, but I see it clearly happening in near-
ly the same way that people become so en-
meshed with their favorite sports teams. 
 Those who have invested their per-
sonal identity and source of meaning into a 
political party or personality have thus be-
come extremely vulnerable to disinfor-
mation because it is their own selves, their 
own lives, at stake. Over the last few years 
that disinformation has come from foreign 
governments, from private citizens, and, 
most concerning of all, from politicians 
themselves. It is on broadcast news outlets 
and on social media. The President of the 
United States has been, in fact, a prime 
source of propagator of this disinformation.  
 Some of you will likely ask, how 
can I write that and say that I am trying to 
be non-partisan? News reporters have re-
peatedly shown this to be the case; news, 
not pundits spinning stories of wishful 
thinking and outright lies. If you are angry 
about the facts, please ask yourself why. 
Followers of Jesus should not be so invested 
in their political party that they cannot ac-
cept loss. 
 Lutherans have been around for 
over 500 years and so we should remember 
our ancestors’ triumphs and shames. We 

Truth and Peace 
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UPDATES AND REMINDERS 

Dear Family at St. Timothy,  I wanted to thank you for the many beautiful cards and kind messages I have 

received since Bill’s passing.  Now, I  also want to thank you for the exquisite figurine of the angel Hope.  I 
will treasure it as a fond remembrance of all of you at St. Timothy.  Peace and love, Connie Dallmann 
 

Offering Envelopes—The offering envelopes for 2021 have been ordered and should be here by the end of 
January.  Please let us know if can pick them up from the church office or  if you wish them to be mailed to 
you.  If you have not sent in your financial commitment for the coming year to support the ministries of our 
congregation, we would appreciate receiving your financial support.  
 
Service Commission— Providing a meal for I-Help for Women January 5th.  Meet at 5:00pm in church 
parking lot.  
 

Property Committee—Meeting January 14 at 10:15am.  
 

Game Day—January 15, 1:00pm (unless Covid restrictions are changed).  We will continue to play 

Croquet outdoors unless it rains.  Hosted by Cheryl Plaskett.  Please call Cheryl if you need directions  
@ 383-9052.  Please join us! 
 

Council Meetings—January 11 (budget review) and January 18, 3:30-5:30pm via Zoom.  
 
Foundation— Guardian Angel Relief Fund:  If you, or someone you know may need assistance in this 
manner, please contact Pastor Clark via email at pastorclark@sttim.org or call 831-375-2042. Information 
provided will remain confidential. 

The Year in a Thing called 
Zoom 

It’s been a challenging year, to 
say the  least 
such as celebrating birthdays or holidays 
but without the celebratory feasts. 
Yet, we’ve learned to connect with others 
in different ways. 
Though we can’t meet for coffee, but 
with social-distance waves. 
We blow kind kisses across the room, 
Though not in person, but through a thing 
called Zoom. 
Out phone batteries run low 
with lengthy conversations exchanging 
more than just “hello.” 
We share community information, re-
sources and such, 
but mostly, it’s encouragement of reach-
ing out with the human “touch.” 
Yes , we’re not exactly sorry to see 2020 
go, it’s the future of 2021 we’d like to 
know. 
But for now, we can focus on the signs 
we see on the street, 
“Community Strong” they read so this 
promise we keep: 
Let’s stay strong together 
Let’s be safe and well 
            Robert Gonzales-Gregg 

mailto:PastorClark@StTim.org
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A Message on the Events of January 6th from the Bishops o 
f  

Dear People of Region Two of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

  
There are times when events in our nation and world are shocking – we search for words to try to make sense 
of what we are seeing on television. Today’s events at the Capitol Building in Washington, D.C. are no differ-
ent, and have left us with a sense of foreboding, concern, disbelief, anger, sadness… “Are we really seeing 
this?” “Is it possible such a thing is happening in this country, at the very seat of our democracy?”   
  
As bishops serving in Region 2, we stand united in calling upon elected leaders of all political parties to call 
for an end to this violence. We decry any leaders who would incite an assault on the democratic processes of 
our great nation, and call upon them to publicly renounce their calls for people to storm the Capitol. Their ac-
tions have put our elected leaders and members of law enforcement in danger. We pray for an end to this vio-
lence and for the safety of those who are in danger.   
  
We urge the people of our congregations and ministries and all people of faith and good will to pray for peace 
and a quick restoration to order, as well as a peaceful transition of power in the coming two weeks. We pray – 

             

+       for an end to the rancor of the deep political divisions that have plagued this country in recent times, 

             

+       for those who feel their voices are not being heard to find more productive and peaceful ways to register 
their concerns,   
             

+       for the willingness for our leaders to work with those with whom they may differ to advocate for the 
needs of all the people they have been called to serve, 

             

+       for the Peace and Reconciliation of Christ to reign in our hearts. Amen 

  
Peace, 
Bp. Murray Finck, Southwest California Synod 

Bp. Andy Taylor, Pacifica Synod 

Bp. Deborah Hutterer, Grand Canyon Synod 

Bp. Jim Gonia, Rocky Mountain Synod 

Bp. Mark W. Holmerud, Sierra Pacific Synod ion Two  

(con’t) could be spent with family or friends? Has it sup-
planted time spent working in the community or pursuing 
a favorite hobby? What about time outside in nature, just 
looking at the waves or walking through the trees? I know, 
the pandemic has made this more difficult. Still, as soon as 
we step back and look at ourselves I think we recognize 
what things in life are most important. 
 So, there is a time for staying well-informed, and 
then there is time for a walk… and there is time for prayer 
and the reading of scripture and devotional reflections. 
There can be time to worry about the state of our nation 
and then time to work on a puzzle, build a model, play a 
game with family, work on a hobby, call a friend, or help 
out a neighbor. Maybe even watch some escapist movie on 
the TV. 
 If you are under stress, I want you to know that 
you can talk with me, but I also want to remind you that 
God is as close to you as your own breath. We need to 
breathe, in and out, slowly and mindfully, and remember 

that the Spirit leads us to peace. Peace is not inactive. In 
fact, the Spirit may prod us to move and act in love; to 
become more engaged rather than just a passive consumer 
of the news 
 Perhaps the biggest source of our anxiety comes 
from absorbing too much information relative to the 
amount of time we spend processing it with God in prayer 
and reflection. Yes, there are worries, but are we listening 
to God speaking healing and peace in response? Do our 
worries make us forget who we are, God’s own? 
 In the end, I realize that our anxiety and struggle 
with disinformation have a common, spiritual source: we 
do not listen enough to God speaking to us. You are God’s 
Beloved! And so, I give this advice to myself as much as 
to all of you: let’s listen to God more.  
 
In the grace and peace of Christ, 
Pastor Clark 
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1 Give thanks and praise that God knows intimately our complexities, failures, accomplishments, questions, goals and hopes, 
and still looks upon us with loving kindness, newness and a desire for us to thrive as individuals and communities. 
 
2 Pray for our companion churches and international leaders as they confront multiple waves of the pandemic. Ask the Spirit to 
fill them with hope, resilience and reassurance that our faith in the presence and love of God, which we share as siblings in 
Christ, will unify us in caring for one another and in doing God’s work in the world, using our diverse gifts, cultures, lan-
guages, resources and perspectives in every circumstance. 
 
3 Give thanks and praise to God that we are children of God, knowing and testifying to the good news that Jesus Christ became 
flesh and lived among us, and that we have seen the glory of God’s only son, full of grace and truth for the world. 
 
4 National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month  We remember and pray for victims of sex trafficking, involuntary 
servitude, debt bondage and forced labor in our nation and around the world, and we ask God’s guidance in caring for victims 
and actively working to end this abuse, injustice and oppression. 
 
5 Pray for Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton, members of the ELCA Church Council and the Conference of Bishops. Give thanks for 
their humble service, their faith in Christ, their leadership and gifts, and their commitment to wrestle with difficult decisions 
and issues for the sake of the church and the world. 
 
6 Epiphany  As people of faith, we are not immune from wondering about God, Jesus Christ and the Spirit. Pray that God will 
be patient with us, illuminating the truth of who we are as baptized children of God and the reality and certainty of the good 
news of Jesus Christ, the true Son of God, our Savior, Messiah, Redeemer and teacher.  
 
7 As the pandemic continues, pray for doctors, nurses, emergency responders and health care workers who need renewal, 
strength and our gratitude and recognition as they continue to serve at great personal risk and sacrifice for the sake of our health 
and well-being. 
 
8 Give thanks for the people in our lives who inspire hope, faith and courage, and whose words and actions touch us, teach us 
the meaning of grace and move us to become bearers of mercy in the world. 
 
9 In Christ we have received forgiveness of our sins and salvation through God’s unfathomable grace, showered upon us every 
day. Praise God! 
 
10 Give thanks for God’s love and forgiveness in baptism, which marks the beginning of our journey with our siblings in Christ 
to share the good news, serve all people, grow the church and strive for peace and justice in the world. 
 
11 Pray for parents, students, employees and business owners whose plans and routines change day by day and week by week 
due to the uncertainty of the pandemic, that they might be hopeful, resilient and able to adapt, change and endure. 
 
12 Pray for our faith-based schools, early childhood education programs and day care centers as they provide experiential edu-
cation, social interaction, stability and calm for the youngest of our children, who are often most vulnerable during times of 
uncertainty and anxiety.  
 
13 God is mighty, majestic and eternal throughout the universe, generously sharing strength and blessings with us. Give glory 
and thanks to God, and shout for joy! 
 
14 Ask God to help us practice justice, generosity and care for creation, sharing our resources with others who have few or who 
have lost resources or productive land as a result of natural and human-caused disasters.  
 
15 Pray for the young adults who have applied for a yearlong journey in international service with our companion churches and 
organizations through the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) program, which will resume in 2021-2022 after a 
time of sabbath during the pandemic. 
 
16 Thank God for our special relationship with the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), a full communion partner with the ELCA 
since 1997; pray for the church, its members and its leaders, and pray that together we will find strength and new resources for 

PRAYER VENTURES 

January 2021 
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the work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these uncertain and challenging times. 
 
17 Jesus invited Philip to follow him as a disciple, and Philip, in turn, invited Nathanael. Ask God to help us be faithful follow-
ers, students and, at the same time, disciples eager to invite others to join in God’s good work in the world. 
 
18 Martin Luther King Day  Today we remember the life, ministry, sacrifice and activism of Martin Luther King Jr. Pray that 
his life and the legacies of others who have fought for civil rights and social reform will inspire our own commitment and per-
sistence in working for racial justice, dismantling racism and combating white supremacy. 
 
19 We may argue about what is legal, what we are entitled to or what we have the right to do with our bodies and lives. But 
Paul reminds us that we have been made one with the body and spirit of Christ; we “were bought with a price; therefore glorify 
God in your body.” Pray that the Spirit will guide us to live with humility and deference for who we are in Christ and in obedi-
ence to the ways and desires of God. 
 
20 Inauguration Day  As members of society and the church who represent varied political affiliations and perspectives, pray 
together for our nation’s newly elected president and vice president, that the Spirit will grant them wisdom, strength, commit-
ment to serving all people, a deep understanding of justice and mercy, and the courage to enact change for the well-being of our 
communities and nation. 
 
21 Pray for the ELCA World Hunger Leadership Gathering, an online event happening right now that gathers ELCA World 
Hunger leaders for learning, networking, sharing ideas and planning for our common ministry to address hunger and its root 
causes. 
 
22 Pray for reconciliation, understanding and renewal in our divided nation so that we might work together for justice, compas-
sion and generosity, serving our neighbors in need and the well-being of our communities as they struggle with vexing, deep-
rooted problems. Ask the Spirit to inspire and guide our lives so that our values, decisions, actions and words reflect the gospel, 
the teachings of Jesus and the ways of God, who is good, gracious, merciful and just.  
 
23 Praise God that, as small and insignificant as we might be in the vast universe, we are wonderfully made and God knows 
every little thing about us and our human ways. 
 
24 In Scripture we read about Jesus’ simple, personal and compelling invitations to Simon, Andrew, James, John and the other 
disciples to drop everything and follow him. Pray that when God calls us to follow and serve, we will respond with faith and 
trust, even if we do not yet know where God is leading us or what God is calling us to do. 
 
25 Pray for ministries, nonprofit organizations and agencies that serve the daily needs of communities, families and individuals; 
pursue justice and equity; build resilience to cope with disasters and crises; accompany immigrants and refugees; and bring the 
hope and love of Christ where there is despair and weariness. 
 
26 When, like Jonah, we are reluctant to forgive, practice mercy or share the gospel with those we deem undeserving, ask the 
Spirit to help us discern God’s ways, grace and mercy for all people, and to act boldly without personal bias. 
 
27 Lydia, Dorcas and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith  Praise God for the witness and ministry of women of the early church. 
Give thanks for women of all ages and backgrounds who, responding to God’s call, continue to use their gifts, life experiences, 
knowledge and passions to grow the church, serve all people and be bearers of hope and healing in the world. 
 
28 Give thanks for the Lutheran liturgy and worship practices that equip us for daily life, helping us to praise God, listen to 
God’s word and experience unity in the body of Christ. 
 
29 Give thanks for the self-sacrificing generosity of people who demonstrate their gratefulness for God’s gift of life and their 
concern for their neighbors’ well-being by donating blood, plasma and even organs. 
 
30 Remember in prayer those who continue to struggle with unemployment, underemployment and job searching as a result of 
the economic and health impacts of COVID-19. 
 
31 Though our creeds do not speak of Jesus’ teachings, miracles or example, give thanks that, through Scripture, the Spirit re-
veals Jesus to be the source of our redemption and a trustworthy guide, instructing us how to live with one another, serve our 
neighbor and do God’s work in the world today. 
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     1 2 
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Worship  

Service 

Online @ 
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Tuesday Adult 

Class 

6:30pm  

Via Zoom 
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Bible Study 

2pm via Zoom 

 

I-Help-5:00pm 

7 

 

8 9 

10 

Worship  

Service 

Online @ 

sttim.org 

11 

Council  

Budget 

Meeting  

3:30-5:30pm 

Via Zoom 

12 

Tuesday Adult 

Class 

6:30pm  

Via Zoom 

13 

Bible Study 

2pm via Zoom 

 

 

14 

Property 

10:15 

Via Zoom 

15 

     Game Day 

       1:00 pm 
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Online @ 

sttim.org 
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Council  
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3:30-5:30pm 

Via Zoom 

19 

Tuesday Adult 

Class 

6:30pm  

Via Zoom 

20 

Bible Study 

2pm via Zoom 

 

 

21 22 23 
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Worship  

Service 

Online @ 

sttim.org 

25 26 

Tuesday Adult 

Class 

6:30pm  

Via Zoom 

27 

Bible Study 

2pm via Zoom 
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31  

Worship  

Service 

Online @ 

sttim.org 
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