
Revelation 7 

“Who Can Stand?  The Sealed Followers of the Lamb!” 

 After the sixth seal there is a pause in the outpouring of the judgments before the seventh seal is 
opened.  A similar parenthesis separates the soundings of the sixth and seventh trumpet.  This first 
break in the sequence contains two visions: the sealing of the 144,000 (vv.1-8) and the innumerable 
multitude (vv.9-17).   

1. John sees four angels.  What are they doing?  Note the linkage to the four spirits of heaven written 
about in Zechariah 6:1-8.  What are these winds of the earth?  Why are they being held back? 

2. What role does the angel from the east have?  What is this “seal of the living God?” (see Rev.14:1 
and 22:4)  Read the following passages:  2 Cor. 1:21-22; Eph.1:13-14 and Eph. 4:30.  What is the 
purpose of this seal? 

3. John next hears the number of those who were sealed as being 144,000.  Pastor Jim suggested this 
number should not be taken literally, but rather was symbolic imagery, taken from multiplying the 
12 Tribes of the Old Testament by the 12 Apostles of the New Testament by 1000, to indicate a very 
large number of God’s people.  He noted this would have been a larger group than anyone in the 
seven churches of John’s time could ever imagine and he suggested the purpose of this first vision - 
the sealing of the 144,000 - was to give assurance to the churches that the people of God would 
stand.  What do you think it represents?   

4. In the listing of the 12 Tribes of Israel, Manasseh (son of Joseph) is substituted for Dan.  Why might 
Dan be left out? (see Gen.49:17; Judges 18:30 and Jer.8:16).  We also have Judah appearing first in 
the list.  Why might this be?  (see Gen.49:8-10)      

5. Although John heard the number 144,000, when he looked he saw “a great multitude that no one 
could count.”  What are the implications of each descriptor John gives to this multitude?   

 Every nation, tribe , people and language; 

 Standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb; 

 Wearing white robes; 

 Holding palm branches; 

 Crying out in a loud voice. 

6. Who joins in with this multitude?  Note the seven-fold blessing. 

7. What are implications of each descriptor used by the Elder in describing this multitude?  

 Have come out of the great tribulation; 

 Washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb; 

 Here before the throne of God; 

 Serve him day and night in his temple; 

 He will spread his tent over them; 

 Never again will they …. 

8. What is the significance of the Lamb being their shepherd and God wiping away every tear from 
their eyes?  

9. This is the final fulfillment of God’s promise to the patriarch Abraham - that all nations of the earth 
would be blessed through him.   Pastor Jim suggested this second vision, of worship and celebration 
around the throne of God, was designed to encourage and motivate the people of the seven 
churches to stand firm.  How does it impact you? 


