St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
“People of Christ Making a Difference”
119 N Church Street
Lexington, SC
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
January 24, 2021
WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE!
During this time of social distancing here are a few things to remember:
We are back to regular office hours Monday through Friday. Please don’t hesitate to let us know
how we can help! The pastors are available by calling the church (359-6562), calling the Crisis
Care Line after hours (808-6471), or emailing them (pat@sslc.org and/or
jasonantley@earthlink.net)
If you visit our website (www.sslc.org) you will see additions to the main page. On your phone,
please make sure you are on the full website (just scroll down and click the icon that says full
website). At the top you will see SIX RED BOXES. Here are the details:
Box 1) “Weekly Bulletins” – which will correspond to the services on YouTube.
Box 2) “Virtual Communion” – explanation and instructions for communing at home during virtual
worship.
Box 3) “Click Here For Our YouTube” – where you can click to participate in our virtual worship
services, or you can copy and paste tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship into your browser to take you there
directly. Services will be livestreamed at 12:30 PM on Wednesdays and 8:30 AM on Sundays.
Box 4) “Latest Church Update” – where we will post the latest COVID-19 church update.
Box 5) “Online Giving” – Don’t forget to support our ministry during this time apart by either
mailing your donations to the church (119 N Church Street, Lexington, SC 29072), giving online, or
giving through the Givelify app. This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving. For
more details please call the church office to contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya
Reynolds.
Box 6) “Green Sheet Announcements” – this is the green bulletin insert you would normally get
on Sunday.
If you need any sort of assistance (ie needing food, getting groceries or prescriptions, going to
medical appointments, anything at all), please call the church office or one of the pastors. We
have folks who are willing to help in any way they can! Please take time to call folks who may not
have a strong network and may be in need. Neighbors helping neighbors is one way we can be
“People of Christ Making a Difference!”
We will continue sending out emails but you can also check out our website and our Facebook
page for updates. God bless you! We love you! Stay safe out there!
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GATHERING MUSIC
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
A MOMENT FOR PEACE
PRELUDE
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, who stretches out the
heavens, who sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Loving God,
we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. Forgive us for the
times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not spoken or acted at all; we have
hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we have yet to know; we have thought more
about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us
around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again as your children. Amen.
Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. God’s love never runs out. God never tires
of calling us beloved children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of +
Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.
RESPONSIVE LITURGY
For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him.
He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.
Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for us.
On God rests my deliverance and my honor; my mighty rock, my refuge is in God.
All power belongs to you, o God, and steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord!
Praise the Lord!
SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
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FIRST READING

Jonah 3:1-5, 10

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great
city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh,
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk
across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more,
and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a
fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.
10
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM
Psalm 62:5-12
5
For God alone I wait in silence;
truly, my hope is in God.
6
God alone is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken.
7
In God is my deliverance and my honor;
God is my strong rock and my refuge.
8
Put your trust in God always, O people,
pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.
9
Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted.
Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath.
10
Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.
11
God has spoken once, twice have I heard it,
that power belongs to God.
12
Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord,
for you repay all according to their deeds.
SECOND READING

1 Corinthians 7:29-31

29

Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have
wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and
those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no
possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the
present form of this world is passing away.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 1:14-20

The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
14

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the
good news.”
16
As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make
you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the
nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
men, and followed him.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Pastor Jason

SERMON

Pastor Jason
“We Are Called”

HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 720

Come! Live in the light!
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
We are called to be light for the kingdom,
to live in the freedom of the city of God.
Refrain: We are called to act with justice,
we are called to love tenderly;
we are called to serve one another,
to walk humbly with God.
Sing! Sing a new song!
Sing of that great day when all will be one!
God will reign, and we'll walk with each other
as sisters and brothers united in love. Refrain
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
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OFFERING
It is during times like these that we notice an even greater purpose for our ministry and life together
in Christ as we love and support each other and the world around us. Don’t forget to support our
ministry by mailing your offering to the church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify
app. This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving. For more details please contact
our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.
Anthem

"You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore”

ELW 817

You have come down to the lakeshore seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy, but only asking for
me to follow.
Refrain: Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes; kindly smiling, you've called out my name. On
the sand I have abandoned my small boat; now with you, I will seek other seas.
You need my hands, my exhaustion, working love for the rest of the weary - a love that's willing to
go on loving. Refrain
You who have fished other waters; you, the longing of souls that are yearning: O loving Friend, you
have come to call me. Refrain
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your
tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this same love,
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! This Holy Sacrament is a fundamental
part of how we participate in worship and receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for
us for the forgiveness of our sins. It is customary to use bread and wine for this meal, however
with the given circumstances we invite you to find whatever is most appropriate in your context for
your family to share. As you gather together to receive the real presence of Christ found in, with,
and under the elements, be assured that the gifts we are given by God in the Holy Sacrament
transcend space and time. May we be fed and nourished by God through this meal so that we
may persevere and continue in discipleship this and every day.

C

(As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.
The communicant may say: “Amen.”)
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our journey.
Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and
serve others in your name.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and the
blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with
you always.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

”I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

ELW 815

I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus.
Refrain: In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
I'm looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the light of Christ!
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor of her children, grandchildren, and
her 58th wedding anniversary by Agnes Corley.
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