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A Simple service of Daily Prayer 

for the week of Prayer for Christian Unity! 
 

Day 4: Praying Together 
“I do not call you servants any longer … but I have called you friends” (Jn 15:15) 

 

Gathering to worship God 
Welcome and introduction 

 

Greeting 

Let us worship God: Creator, Word and Holy Spirit 

All Amen 

 

 God is with you 

All And also with you. 

 

 This is the day that God has made 

All We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Opening Prayer  

 

In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

 

Lord, you are the vinedresser who cares for us with love. 

You call on us to see the beauty of each branch united 

to the vine, 

the beauty of each person. 

And yet, too often the differences in others make us afraid. 

We withdraw into ourselves. 

Our trust in you is forsaken. 

Enmity develops between us. 

Come and direct our hearts toward you once again. 

Grant us to live from your grace 

so that we may be together and praise your name. 

All Amen 
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Praise 

Blessed is the Creator 

All for God has heard the voice of our prayer; 

Readings 

    

 

Psalm for the day       Psalm 103 

 

1  Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 

   and all that is within me bless his holy name. 

2  Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 

   and forget not all his benefits; 

3  Who forgives all your sins * 

   and heals all your infirmities; 

4  Who redeems your life from the Pit * 

   and crowns you with faithful love and compassion; 

5  Who satisfies you with good things, * 

   so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

6  The Lord executes righteousness * 

   and judgement for all who are oppressed. 

7  He made his ways known to Moses * 

   and his works to the children of Israel. 

8  The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, * 

   slow to anger and of great kindness. 

9  He will not always accuse us, * 

   neither will he keep his anger for ever. 

10  He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 

   nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 

11  For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 

   so great is his mercy upon those who fear him. 

12  As far as the east is from the west, * 

   so far has he set our sins from us. 

13  As a father has compassion on his children, * 

   so is the Lord merciful towards those who fear him. 

14  For he knows of what we are made; * 

   he remembers that we are but dust. 

15  Our days are but as grass; * 

   we flourish as a flower of the field; 

16  For as soon as the wind goes over it, it is gone, * 

   and its place shall know it no more. 

17  But the merciful goodness of the Lord is from of old 

      and endures for ever on those who fear him, * 
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   and his righteousness on children’s children; 

18  On those who keep his covenant * 

   and remember his commandments to do them. 

19  The Lord has established his throne in heaven, * 

   and his kingdom has dominion over all. 

20  Bless the Lord, you angels of his, * 

   you mighty ones who do his bidding 

      and hearken to the voice of his word. 

21  Bless the Lord, all you his hosts, * 

   you ministers of his who do his will. 

22  Bless the Lord, all you works of his, 

      in all places of his dominion; * 

   bless the Lord, O my soul. 

 

All Glory to God, Creator, Word, Spirit 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, 

 And shall be forever. Amen 

 

Readings 

 

Romans 8:26-27 
 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 

Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind 

of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

 

Luke 11:1-4 

1Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach 

us to pray, as John taught his disciples.’ 2He said to them, ‘When you pray, say: 

Father, hallowed be your name. 

   Your kingdom come. 
3   Give us each day our daily bread. 
4   And forgive us our sins, 

     for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 

   And do not bring us to the time of trial.’ 

 

Meditation  

 

God thirsts for relationship with us. He searches for us as he searched for Adam, calling to him in 

the garden: “Where are you?” (Gen 3:9) 

 

In Christ, God came to meet us. Jesus lived in prayer, intimately united to his Father, while 

creating friendships with his disciples and all those he met. He introduced them to that which was 
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most precious to him: the relationship of love with his Father, who is our Father. Jesus and the 

disciples sang psalms together, rooted in the richness of their Jewish tradition. At other times, 

Jesus retired to pray alone. 

 

Prayer can be solitary or shared with others. It can express wonder, complaint, intercession, 

thanksgiving or simple silence. Sometimes the desire to pray is there, but one has the feeling of 

not being able to do so. Turning to Jesus and saying to him, “teach me,” can pave the way. Our 

desire itself is already prayer. 

 

Getting together in a group offers us support. Through hymns, words and silence, communion is 

created. If we pray with Christians of other traditions, we may be surprised to feel united by a 

bond of friendship that comes from the One who is beyond all division. The forms may vary, but 

it is the same Spirit that brings us together. 

 

“In the regularity of our common prayer, the love of Jesus springs up within us, we know not how. 

Common prayer does not exempt us from personal prayer. One sustains the other. 

Let us take a time each day to renew our personal intimacy with Jesus Christ.” 

The Rule of Taizé in French and English 

 

Affirmation of faith 

 

 With the whole church  

All We affirm that we are made in God’s image,  

 Befriended by Christ, 

 Empowered by the Spirit 

 

 With people everywhere  

All We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity 

 Planted more deeply than all that is wrong 

 

 With all creation 

All We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; 

 The unfolding purposes of God, forever at work 

 In ourselves and the world 
          Iona Abbey Worship Book 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

God of love, through Christ you said to us: “You did not 

choose me but I chose you.” You seek us, you invite us to 

receive your friendship and abide in it. Teach us to respond 

more deeply to this invitation, and grow in a life that is ever 

more complete. 

All The joy of our heart is in God. 
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God of life, you call us to be praise in the midst of the world 

and to welcome one another as a gift of your grace. May your 

loving gaze, which rests upon each person, open us to receive 

each other just as we are. 

All The joy of our heart is in God. 

 

God who gathers us, you knit us together as one vine in your 

Son Jesus. May your loving Spirit abide in us in our churches and communities.  

Grant that together we celebrate you with joy. 

All The joy of our heart is in God. 

 

God of the one vineyard, you call us to abide in your love in all 

we do and say. Touched by your goodness, grant us to be a 

reflection of that love in our homes and workplaces. May we 

bridge rivalries and overcome tensions. 

All The joy of our heart is in God. 

 

Gracious God,  

All accept these prayers 

In the name of our brother Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Collect (Prayer for the day) 

 

Lord Jesus, 

your entire life was prayer, 

perfect harmony with the Father. 

Through your Spirit, teach us to pray according to your will of love. 

May the faithful of the whole world unite in intercession and praise, 

and may your kingdom of love come.    

All Amen. 

 

The Disciple’s Prayer 

All  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name; 

your kingdom come; 

your will be done; 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Keep us from the time of trial 

but deliver us from evil. 
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For the kingdom, the power  

and the glory, are yours 

now and ever. Amen. 

 

Going out to serve God 

 
Let us go from our prayer to proclaim the good news in all we say and do 

 

Let us go in peace to love and serve our loving God. 

All  Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

 

 

Questions for Discussion and Reflection (For the website) 

1. How do you pray? What is your experience when you pray alone and when you pray with 

others? What is the gift of praying with Christians of different traditions? 

2. As a group, go over the Lord’s Prayer at least twice. Share with one another any phrases 

that stand out to you, and whether those phrases change between the first and second time 

reading it through. 

3. Looking back at the reflections for the previous Days of Prayer, how did prayer impact 

the lives of Abram and Sarai (Abraham and Sarah) or Jesus and the disciples? Are there 

other people in Scripture whose prayer stories speak to you? 

 


