
Revelation 2: 18-29 

Jesus’ Message to Thyatira; “The Church that Tolerated Sin”  

  
Background:  Thyatira was the smallest and northernmost of the seven churches, yet Jesus sends the 

longest message to this church.  Perhaps this signals a fundamental importance of this particular 

message to the church.  Founded by Seleucus, one of Alexander the Great’s successors, Thyatira was a 

military outpost and the gateway to Pergamum.  In 190 B.C. it was conquered and annexed by the 

Romans.  The city was now enjoying Roman peace and prosperity.  The people worshiped Apollo, the 

Greek sun god, also known as the Son of Zeus.  Thyatira was known for its guilds: makers of garments, 

leather workers, potters, bakers, slave dealers and bronze smiths. To hold a job, it was necessary to be a 

member of one of the guilds.  Each guild had a deity, from the Greek & Roman pantheon of gods, in 

whose honour feasts were held, including meat sacrificed to idols and sexual immorality.  Jesus’ 

message is that false teaching and sin are not to be allowed, even under the banner of toleration and 

unity.  Un-confronted immorality and false teaching will bring eventual judgment upon the church. 

1. Character:  (v.18)  A) Jesus introduces himself as the “Son of God.”  Why was this title particularly 

appropriate to the church at Thyatira?  B) What two characteristics does He cite and what do these 

illustrate?  C) Where did we last see this description?   

2. Compliment:  (v.19)  A) For what six things does Jesus complement Thyatira?  B) Would Pacific 

Community Church receive similar praise for these items; how would we rate on each?   

3. Complaint:  (v.20)  A) The story of Jezebel appears in 1 Kings 16-21, with her death told in 2 Kings 

9:30-37.  She was one of the most evil characters of the Old Testament, who attempted to combine 

Israel’s worship of God with the worship of the idol Baal.  Through her evil influence, Baal worship 

became widespread in Israel.  To call someone a Jezebel would be like calling them Judas or Hitler 

today.  About whom is Jesus talking?  B)  What do you think was happening within the church of 

Thyatira?  C) Jesus’ greatest complaint against “Jezebel” is that she didn’t repent.  What might this 

mean?  D) How do we go along with the guilds of our society?  E) Does this complaint apply to PCC? 

4. Warning:  (vv.21-23)  A) What warning is given and to whom is it given?  B) In light of the reference 

to Jezebel, what do you think is meant by “bed of suffering?”  C) For what two purposes is this 

warning given? 

5. Command:  (vv.24-25)  A) What command is given by Jesus and to whom is it intended?  B) Pastor 

Jim applied this command to the six things for which Thyatira was praised.  How can a church “hold 

on” to such things?  C) How are we doing? 

6. Crown:  (v.26-29)  A) What two promises does Jesus make to those who “hold on” to the end?   

B) The first is taken from Psalm 2:7-9.  Read this Psalm.  Why would Jesus use this reference?   

C)  With respect to the second, read Daniel 12:1c-3; Matt.13:43; and 1 Corinthians 13:12.  What is 

meant by this promise?  . 


