
January 24, 2021 

Anniversary Sunday 

94 years as  
Stettler United Church! 

 

 
Welcoming the Light of Christ… 
Surely God is in this place. 
Help me notice. 
Help us notice together. 

 
Gathering Hymn ~ Blest Be the Tie that Binds #602 VU 
Words by John Fawcett, 1782 | Music by Johann G. Nageli, 1828; arr. Lowell Mason, 1845 | Public Domain. 
Performed a capella by Zero8, on Mes très chers frères (“My dearest brothers”) (2017) https://youtu.be/29wxv2tg8F4  

 
Prayer Reflection: A Place Called Home 
~ written by Roddy Hamilton, and posted at: https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2019/03/prayer-reflection-place-called-home.html 
 

Loving God 

may we be found 

and may we find 

a place called home 

a place where faith holds us 

and grace renews us 

where forgiveness longs for us 

to be who you will us to be 
 

may we find a place called home 

where we are accepted as we are 

where we are taken in 

and loved unconditionally 
 

a place called home 

where we belong 

and our souls fit 
and our questions are allowed 

and our anger is heard 

and our needs are recognised 

and our pain is held 

and our names are known 

 

and may this 

be that place, O God, 
this community 

this group of travellers and doubters 

and companions on the way 
 

 
 

 
 
 
this home 

where your place 

is our place 

and place isn’t a building 

but a way of being together 
in relationship 

held together 
by love 
 

Loving God 

Homecoming God 

may we make this a home 

to all who still yet seek 

a place of grace-filled sanctuary 

and gracious welcome 
 

So be it 
Amen 
 

https://amzn.to/3296LnQ
https://youtu.be/29wxv2tg8F4
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2019/03/prayer-reflection-place-called-home.html


Congregational Story Time ~ Second Chances (retelling Jonah 3:1-5, 10) 

Jonah got a second chance to listen to God, and so did the people of Nineveh.  
Isn’t great to get the chance to have a do-over?!?! 
  

Affirmation of Faith ~ A New Creed, page 918 VU  

We are not alone, 
    we live in God’s world. 
 We believe in God: 
    who has created and is creating, 
    who has come in Jesus, 
       the Word made flesh, 
       to reconcile and make new, 
    who works in us and others 
       by the Spirit. 
We trust in God.  

We are called to be the Church: 
    to celebrate God’s presence, 
    to live with respect in Creation, 
    to love and serve others, 
    to seek justice and resist evil, 
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
       our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
    God is with us. 
We are not alone. 
    Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Readings & Sung Response  

• the scripture and song verses are pasted at the end of this document 
• After each reading, we will sing a verse from: Will You Come and Follow Me #567 VU  

Words, Arrangement: WGRG, The Iona Community, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. Music: Public Domain. 
Used by permission of OneLicence.net Annual Renewal A-605521.  

• (option) Video version of this hymn, sung by Erika Wood, Forest Grove United Church, June 20, 

2020 https://youtu.be/O4EiP25Eq2U  

• (an option for including young children for this Gospel theme) Video Version: Miss Sarah reads Jesus 
and the Twelve Dudes who Did, by Mindy MacDonald  https://fb.watch/36Xw3Jlmre/  

 

Minister’s Message/Reflection  

Minute for Mission ~ Mambud’s Story 
Skills learned at the Asian Rural Institute in Japan create a teaching farm in Sierra 
Leone. From Canada to Japan to Sierra Leone―Mambud’s story is just one example of how our 

gifts to the Mission & Service Fund of the United Church of Canada do a world of good.  
Video link: https://youtu.be/PL6CI5zPkLA 
Donation link: https://united-church.ca/community-and-faith/get-involved/ways-give/giving-opportunities  

 
Prayers of the Community  

& The Prayer Jesus Taught 
 
Sending Forth: 

We are disciples of the living Christ.  

Forgiven, freed and called to make a difference. 
We are God’s beloved.  

May God’s love shine in us and through us. 
We go into this week trusting 

https://youtu.be/O4EiP25Eq2U
https://fb.watch/36Xw3Jlmre/
https://youtu.be/PL6CI5zPkLA
https://united-church.ca/community-and-faith/get-involved/ways-give/giving-opportunities


the grace of God to transform us; the peace of Christ to renew us; and the 
courage of the Spirit to inspire us this day and evermore.  Amen. 
https://www.firstunitedwetaskiwin.ca/prayer-and-care/  

 

Parting Hymn ~ Walk with Me #649 VU 
Words, Music: John S. Rice. Arrangement: John Fluker. © 2007, Cathlin D. Rice Used by permission of OneLicence.net 
Annual Renewal A-605521. Video Link Played by Organist Faye McMillan in the Sanctuary of Mark Street United Church 
on June 5, 2020. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RaXbjbBKuRk&ab_channel=MSUC  
 

The lyrics reference the stories of three Biblical characters who, at first, seemed unlikely to be important 
in the story of God, but who become major turning points in the faith journey.    

Refrain:  

Walk with me, I will walk with you and build the land that God has planned where love shines through. 

(1)  When Moses heard the call of God he said, “Lord, don’t sent me.” 

But God told Moses, “You’re the one to set my people free.” (refrain) 

(2) Now Peter was a most unlikely man to lead the flock, 

But Jesus knew his holiness and he became the Rock. (refrain) 

(3) Young Mary Magdalene was sure her life could be much more, 

And by her faith she dared to let God’s love unlock the door. (refrain) 

(4) And when you share your faith with me and work for life made new, 

The witness of your faithfulness calls me to walk with you. (refrain) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Gospel Readings & Sung Response 
 
Mark 1:16-20 ~ Jesus Chooses Four Fishermen 
16 As Jesus was walking along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew. They were 
fishermen and were casting their nets into the lake. 17 Jesus said to them, “Come with me! I will teach you 
how to bring in people instead of fish.” 18 Right then the two brothers dropped their nets and went with 
him. 
19 Jesus walked on and soon saw James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They were in a boat, mending their 
nets. 20 At once Jesus asked them to come with him. They left their father in the boat with the hired 
workers and went with him. 

 
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Mark 2:13-17 ~ Jesus Chooses Levi 
13 Once again, Jesus went to the shore of Lake Galilee. A large crowd gathered around him, and he taught 
them. 14 As he walked along, he saw Levi, the son of Alphaeus. Levi was sitting at the place for paying taxes, 
and Jesus said to him, “Come with me!” So, he got up and went with Jesus. 
15 Later, Jesus and his disciples were having dinner at Levi’s house.[a] Many tax collectors[b] and other sinners 
had become followers of Jesus, and they were also guests at the dinner. 
16 Some of the teachers of the Law of Moses were Pharisees, and they saw that Jesus was eating with sinners 
and tax collectors. So, they asked his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 
17 Jesus heard them and answered, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor, but sick people do. I didn’t come 
to invite good people to be my followers. I came to invite sinners.” 

 

https://www.firstunitedwetaskiwin.ca/prayer-and-care/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RaXbjbBKuRk&ab_channel=MSUC
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+2%3A13-17&version=CEV#fen-CEV-22242a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+2%3A13-17&version=CEV#fen-CEV-22242b


Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Mark 7:25-30 ~ The Syrophoenician Woman’s Faith 
25 A woman whose daughter had an evil spirit in her heard where Jesus was. And right away she came and 
knelt down at his feet. 26 The woman was Greek and had been born in the part of Syria known as Phoenicia. 
She begged Jesus to force the demon out of her daughter. 27 But Jesus said, “The children must first be fed! 
It isn’t right to take away their food and feed it to dogs.”[a] 
28 The woman replied, “Lord, even dogs eat the crumbs that children drop from the table.” 
29 Jesus answered, “That’s true! You may go now. The demon has left your daughter.” 30 When the woman 
got back home, she found her child lying on the bed. The demon had gone. 

 
Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
 

Mark 10:17-22 ~ A Rich Man 
17 As Jesus was walking down a road, a man ran up to him. He knelt down, and asked, “Good teacher, what 
can I do to have eternal life?” 
18 Jesus replied, “Why do you call me good? Only God is good. 19 You know the commandments. ‘Do not 
murder. Be faithful in marriage. Do not steal. Do not tell lies about others. Do not cheat. Respect your 
father and mother.’” 

 
Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Mark 10:46-52 ~ Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus 
46 And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd, 
Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 47 And when he heard that it 
was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48 And 
many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on 
me!” 49 And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. 
Get up; he is calling you.” 50 And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 And Jesus said to 
him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my 
sight.” 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he 
recovered his sight and followed him on the way. 

 
Christ your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+7%3A25-30&version=CEV#fen-CEV-22454a

