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Sermon - Epiphany 3B (Gospel of Mark) 
January 24, 2021  
The Rev. Canon Lorne Mitchell 

 
Hi everyone, 
 
As some of you know, many Christian Churches around 
the world follow a Common Lectionary for Sunday 
worship. One of the great things about this is that whether 
you are Anglican, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, 
Presbyterian, United - or many others - the chances are 
that on Sundays, you will likely be hearing the same 
gospel reading as in all the other churches.  
 
This has been the case for several decades now and it is a 
wonderful way to affirm our unity even in the midst of 
our different traditions. 
 
Our cycle of Sunday scripture readings – called the 
lectionary – follows a three-year pattern, with each year 
beginning on the first Sunday of Advent.  Each year 
focuses on one of the first three gospels – Matthew, Mark 
and Luke.  John’s Gospel, the “Fourth Gospel”, is divided 
among the three years, and pops up at different places in 
the year. This year many of our gospel readings will be 
from the Gospel of Mark. 
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Mark is the earliest of the four gospels to have been 
written. It dates from the period between 66 and 70 AD.   
Matthew and Luke, were written a few years later, and the 
Gospel of John a few years after that. You might be 
interested to know that there were other gospels that were 
written.  
 
Some have been lost; some we have fragments of; others 
we have in, what seems to be, complete form. You may 
have heard of some, such as the Gospel of Thomas or the 
Gospel of Mary Magdalene.  
 
What this tells us is that as the stories of Jesus were being 
told, the early Christians in different communities were 
gathering them together in collections. Before long, there 
was a need to gather these collections of stories together 
in a way that passed on the wonderful good news of Jesus 
to the next generation. 
 
At the time of Mark’s writing, the word “gospel” was a 
commonly used word and really did mean “good news”.  
The good news is the very thing that Mark wants to set 
forth, and as such, the gospel is more like an extended 
sermon, than a biography.   
 
As it is with anyone responsible for recording real events 
– be it the editor of the Globe and Mail, the author of a 
biography – the gospel writers were editors.  That is, they 
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wrote at a particular time, in a particular place, in a 
particular culture.  
As well, they brought with them their own personal life 
experiences of Christian faith and community.   
 
So Mark was a collector of stories about Jesus. He then 
took these stories and put them in a framework which 
reflected his particular community and its understanding 
of Jesus. 
 
So what can we learn from the way Mark writes his 
gospel? Look how he begins.   
 
Mark starts off with a simple big bold statement: 
 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ,  
the Son of God. 
 
That’s right: Jesus who walked among us is the Messiah, 
the Son of God. 
 And this is Good News for everyone! 
 
Now, Matthew begins his gospel with an extensive 
genealogy of Jesus, followed by the birth stories; Luke 
begins with birth announcements from angels; John 
begins with a theological statement of the birth of 
Jesus…….and the word became flesh and dwelt amongst 
us.   
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Mark doesn’t do any of this. For Mark, Jesus enters our 
world at the Jordan River where John is baptizing people. 
The heavens declare that he is the Son of God and then 
boom - off he goes! Thirteen verses into chapter one and - 
zoom - Jesus is off like a flash.  
 
Jesus goes to Galilee; calls Peter and Andrew from their 
nets; preaches in the synagogue in Capernaum; heals a 
man with an unclean spirit; heals Peter’s mother in law; 
cured others of several diseases; prays in a deserted place; 
goes on a preaching tour of Galilee; and then heals a 
leper. And, believe it or not, all that happens in just 
Chapter 1 of Mark’s Gospel! That’s right - Chapter 1! 
 
You won’t find Mark recounting parable after parable.  
You won’t find the lengthy theological reflections that 
you do in the Gospel of John. For Mark, Jesus is a man on 
a mission. Because of the brevity of the telling, the pace 
of the action is relentless; Jesus is here, Jesus is there, 
Jesus is going, going, going.  Mark reinforces the speed of 
the action by his repetitive use of the word 
“immediately”; things are happening fast. 
 
Jesus has come to teach and preach good news and to heal 
people who are sick. He’s come to make sure that those 
who are often left out in the human world are not going to 
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be left out from knowing the Good News. And by golly, 
there’s no time to spare. 
Yet in the middle of all this action, something curious is 
going on.  While the demons and evil spirits seem to 
recognize who Jesus is, no-one else does.  In fact the 
disciples, portrayed in the first 8 chapters of this gospel, 
are rather slow; they really don’t get what’s going on.   
 
And as for the demons, when they recognize him and 
speak out, Jesus silences them.  And so, for the first half 
of Mark’s Gospel, Jesus’ true identity as the Son of God, 
is hidden from his followers. 
 
For Mark, Jesus’ identity is not fully revealed through 
teaching, or healing or even miracles.  So for the first half 
of the gospel, in spite of all that Jesus is doing, the 
disciples are not fully aware of what is going on.   
 
Then in the middle of chapter 8, just past the halfway 
point of the Gospel, Jesus asks his disciples, Who do you 
say that I am?  Peter answered him, You are the Messiah.   
This is, the point at which the gospel narrative begins to 
change. Jesus for the first time speaks of his coming death 
and rising again, and in a mere two chapters, he is in 
Jerusalem, and on the path to his arrest.  
 
And although some understanding begins to dawn on the 
disciples, they continue largely to be portrayed as 



 6 

confused and afraid.  Jesus has yet to be fully revealed. 
They do not fully understand until after his resurrection.  
 
For Mark, Jesus Christ, the Son God, took upon himself 
the darkness of the human world, and gave up his life on 
the cross, and on the third day was raised from the dead. 
He shattered once and for all time the power of evil and 
death in our lives. In so doing, Jesus has opened a path of 
new life for all of us.  
 
And this, my friends, is Good News indeed. 
 
Amen. 


