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A Simple service of Daily Prayer 

for the week of Prayer for Christian Unity! 
 

Day 7: Growing in Unity 

“I am the vine, you are the branches” (Jn 15:5a) 
 

Gathering to worship God 

Welcome and introduction 

 

Greeting 

Let us worship God: Creator, Word and Holy Spirit 

All Amen 

 

 God is with you 

All And also with you. 

 

 This is the day that God has made 

All We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Opening Prayer  
 

In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

 

Lord, you are the vinedresser who cares for us with love. 

You call on us to see the beauty of each branch united 

to the vine, 

the beauty of each person. 

And yet, too often the differences in others make us afraid. 

We withdraw into ourselves. 

Our trust in you is forsaken. 

Enmity develops between us. 

Come and direct our hearts toward you once again. 

Grant us to live from your grace 

so that we may be together and praise your name. 

All Amen 

 



2 

 

Praise 

 

Blessed is the Creator 

All for God has heard the voice of our prayer; 

 

 

Readings 

    

Psalm for the day       Psalm 103 

 

1  Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 

   and all that is within me bless his holy name. 

2  Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 

   and forget not all his benefits; 

3  Who forgives all your sins * 

   and heals all your infirmities; 

4  Who redeems your life from the Pit * 

   and crowns you with faithful love and compassion; 

5  Who satisfies you with good things, * 

   so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

6  The Lord executes righteousness * 

   and judgement for all who are oppressed. 

7  He made his ways known to Moses * 

   and his works to the children of Israel. 

8  The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, * 

   slow to anger and of great kindness. 

9  He will not always accuse us, * 

   neither will he keep his anger for ever. 

10  He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 

   nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 

11  For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 

   so great is his mercy upon those who fear him. 

12  As far as the east is from the west, * 

   so far has he set our sins from us. 

13  As a father has compassion on his children, * 

   so is the Lord merciful towards those who fear him. 

14  For he knows of what we are made; * 

   he remembers that we are but dust. 

15  Our days are but as grass; * 

   we flourish as a flower of the field; 

16  For as soon as the wind goes over it, it is gone, * 

   and its place shall know it no more. 

17  But the merciful goodness of the Lord is from of old 
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      and endures for ever on those who fear him, * 

   and his righteousness on children’s children; 

18  On those who keep his covenant * 

   and remember his commandments to do them. 

19  The Lord has established his throne in heaven, * 

   and his kingdom has dominion over all. 

20  Bless the Lord, you angels of his, * 

   you mighty ones who do his bidding 

      and hearken to the voice of his word. 

21  Bless the Lord, all you his hosts, * 

   you ministers of his who do his will. 

22  Bless the Lord, all you works of his, 

      in all places of his dominion; * 

   bless the Lord, O my soul. 

 

All Glory to God, Creator, Word, Spirit 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, 

 And shall be forever. Amen 

 

Readings 

 

1 Corinthians 1:10-13; 3:21-23 
 

10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you should be 

in agreement and that there should be no divisions among you, but that you should be united in the same 

mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels 

among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, ‘I belong to Paul’, or ‘I belong 

to Apollos’, or ‘I belong to Cephas’, or ‘I belong to Christ.’ 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for 

you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 
 

21So let no one boast about human leaders. For all things are yours, 22whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or 

the world or life or death or the present or the future—all belong to you, 23and you belong to Christ, and 

Christ belongs to God. 

 

John 17:20-23 

 

Jesus said, 20 ‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through 

their word, 21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so 

that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you have given me I have given them, so 

that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so 

that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
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Meditation  

 

On the eve of his death, Jesus prayed for the unity of those the Father gave him: “that they may 

all be one … so that the world may believe.” Joined to him, as a branch is to the vine, we share 

the same sap that circulates among us and vitalizes us. 

 

Each tradition seeks to lead us to the heart of our faith: communion with God, through Christ, in 

the Spirit. The more we live this communion, the more we are connected to other Christians and 

to all of humanity. 

 

Paul warns us against an attitude that had already threatened the unity of the 

first Christians: absolutizing one’s own tradition to the detriment of the unity of the body of 

Christ. Differences then become divisive instead of mutually enriching. Paul had a very broad 

vision: “All are yours, and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God” (1 Cor 3:22-23). 

Christ’s will commits us to a path of unity and reconciliation. It also commits us to unite our 

prayer to his: “that they may all be one … so that the world may believe” (Jn 17:21). 

 

“Never resign yourself to the scandal of the separation of Christians 

who so readily profess love for their neighbour, and yet remain divided. 

Make the unity of the body of Christ your passionate concern”. 

The Rule of Taizé in French and English   
 

Affirmation of faith 

 

  

 With the whole church  

All We affirm that we are made in God’s image,  

 Befriended by Christ, 

 Empowered by the Spirit 

 

 With people everywhere  

All We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity 

 Planted more deeply than all that is wrong 

 

 With all creation 

All We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; 

 The unfolding purposes of God, forever at work 

 In ourselves and the world 
          Iona Abbey Worship Book 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

God of love, through Christ you said to us: “You did not 
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choose me but I chose you.” You seek us, you invite us to 

receive your friendship and abide in it. Teach us to respond 

more deeply to this invitation, and grow in a life that is ever 

more complete. 

All The joy of our heart is in God. 

 

God of life, you call us to be praise in the midst of the world 

and to welcome one another as a gift of your grace. May your 

loving gaze, which rests upon each person, open us to receive 

each other just as we are. 

All The joy of our heart is in God. 

 

God who gathers us, you knit us together as one vine in your 

Son Jesus. May your loving Spirit abide in us in our churches and communities.  

Grant that together we celebrate you with joy. 

All The joy of our heart is in God. 

 

God of the one vineyard, you call us to abide in your love in all 

we do and say. Touched by your goodness, grant us to be a 

reflection of that love in our homes and workplaces. May we 

bridge rivalries and overcome tensions. 

All The joy of our heart is in God. 

 

Gracious God,  

All accept these prayers 

In the name of our brother Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Collect (Prayer for the day) 

 

Holy Spirit, 

vivifying fire and gentle breath, come and abide in us. 

Renew in us the passion for unity 

so that we may live in awareness of the bond that unites us in you. 

May all who have put on Christ at their Baptism 

unite and bear witness together to the hope that sustains them.   

All Amen. 

 

The Disciple’s Prayer 

 

All  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name; 

your kingdom come; 

your will be done; 

on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Keep us from the time of trial 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power  

and the glory, are yours 

now and ever. Amen. 

 

Going out to serve God 

 
Let us go from our prayer to proclaim the good news in all we say and do. 

 

Let us go in peace to love and serve our loving God. 

All  Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

 

Questions for Discussion and Reflection (for website, not daily prayers) 

 

1. Each Christian tradition endeavours to bring us closer to God, through Christ, in the 

Spirit. Paul warns us not to use divisions as a way to separate Christ; indeed, Christ has 

not been divided. How can our differences strengthen our faithfulness? 

2. The imagery in John 15:5 of a vine and branches is a powerful one. Take some time to 

reflect on what that vine-and-branches imagery might look like in or for your community. 

Is it different across communities? 

3. The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the interconnectedness of our lives – for 

example, the crucial importance of migrant farm workers, workers in food delivery and 

grocery stores, and other food industry workers, for our safety and well-being. How do 

our choices affect the lives of others? 


