
Mark 9 30-50 Discussion Questions    

 

“Lessons On Discipleship” 
Mark 930-50 

Overview  

Everyone, I suspect, struggles with the questions of status and identity, especially in relationship to others. 

Where do I fit? How important am I to this group? Who is on our side? Who isn’t? In today’s study we 

find out how Jesus turned conventional wisdom about status and identity upside down. 

 

Introductory Question 

Q – How would you define success? Would you say you’ve achieved it? Why or why not? 

 

Discussion Questions 

1) Read Mark 9:30-50. Jesus repeats an earlier lesson he had with his disciples in 831. Why do you 

suppose the disciples failed to understand what he meant about what was going to happen to him 

(v.31), despite having covered this with them earlier (831)?  Why do you think they “were afraid to ask 

him about it”? 

 

2) Why do you think the disciples were arguing along the way? As a disciple, how would you feel when: 

(a) Jesus asked what you were arguing about? (b) Jesus used the child for an object lesson?  

 

3) In his sermon, David talked about “Images of Greatness”. Who would you choose as a great example 

(past or present) of humble service (v.35)? of great hospitality (v.37)?   

 

4) Why did John stop someone from driving our demons in Jesus’ name? What Christian groups do you 

consider to be outside the fold, and why?  

 

What practical advice does Jesus give for deciding whether or not someone is “for us”?     

 

5) Having addressed the sinful human tendency to exaggerate our greatness (vv.33-37) Jesus responds to 

another common problem in verses 42-48.  What is it and how serious is the problem?1 

 

6) What examples (theoretical or biblical or personal) could you give to help illustrate the kinds of 

radical actions Jesus is calling for? 

 

7) The metaphor of “salt” in verse 49 is most likely a metaphor for undergoing testing.  The second 

household metaphor (v.50a) refers to salt’s usefulness as a preservative and flavor-enhancer.  The 

third salt metaphor (v.50b) is likely from the sacrificial system in which salt (a costly and valuable part 

of their diet) was added to a sacrifice (Lev. 213; Ezek. 4324; Ex. 3035).   How have you recently:  
 

a) Been tested in your faith, or 

b) Experienced the preservative or flavor-enhancing quality of faith (yours or someone else’s), or    

c) Been inspired by someone’s small or humble service?2  

 

 
1 You could think of this on a seriousness scale from 1 to 10. Or you could talk about the extent of the damage caused by 

exploitation and abuse (and by covering it up or minimizing it rather than confronting it). 
2 Encourage each person chose one of these three options and share their response with the group. 


