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Dear friends, 
 
Grace and peace to you all.  It is crazy to think that we have not gathered as a whole body for 
corporate worship for almost one year.  Thankfully, our God is not hindered by our inability to 
meet. 
 
It’s my desire to give you an update as to where our church is at in regard to our approach to 
COVID-19.  In recent days, there has been a growing sense of uneasiness about the restrictions 
the government has put on churches, both for some of you at RRCC and beyond.  Some have 
become more forceful in their belief that churches should defy government regulations or 
speak up in opposition to the government action.  I’d like to, in part, respond to that as well as 
give you some guiding principles that we are following. 
 
Awhile back, a person at RRCC asked me a great question: “What convictions are we operating 
out of as a church?”  In other words, blindly doing what we’re told by the government without 
thinking about it through the lens of faith is not good enough.  I agree.  Therefore, let me offer 
you four main convictions that we have been operating by as a church since the pandemic 
started and continue to hold to now.  I offer this humbly, with the commitment that we’ll 
continue to learn and grow as time goes on.  It is my desire that, even if you disagree with one 
or more of these points, you will at least have a better understanding of where we stand. 
 

1.) We are called to submit to government authority unless we are being asked to 
compromise our beliefs (Romans 13:1-2; 1 Peter 2:13-17; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; Acts 5:29). 

 
We believe that our responsibility to follow the lead of our government is one to be taken 
seriously.  Consider the following: 

• When Peter urged his readers to “submit…for the Lord’s sake to every authority 
instituted among men” the believers had been scattered about the province of Asia and 
many were experiencing suffering because of their faith.  Peter was likely writing during 
the reign of Nero, who would light Christians on fire and use them to light up dark 
streets at nighttime.  Yet, Peter writes to submit. 

• When Paul wrote to the Romans and urged them to “submit…to the governing 
authorities” he was writing to the context of the city of Rome, the seat of the Roman 
empire where Christians were under the rule of Caesar.  Nero may have begun reigning 
by this time, and we’ve already remarked about what he did to Christians. 

• In Matthew 5:41, Jesus references a Roman law that allowed a Roman soldier (a 
representative of the government) to force a Jew to carry his gear for him for one mile.  
Jews hated this rule with a passion, yet Jesus didn’t advocate for them to stand up for 
their rights or refuse to comply, instead he said, “If someone forces you to go one mile, 
go with him two miles.” 



• Jesus is the greatest example of submitting to governing authorities, even when it was 
profoundly unfair.  If anyone could have argued for his ‘rights’ it was Jesus, yet He gave 
up heaven in order to come to earth and be mistreated and killed for our sin.  In fact, 
when Jesus was pressed by Pilate, he responded by saying, “My Kingdom is not of this 
world.  If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest…But now my kingdom is 
from another place” (Jn 18:26). 

 
All of this isn’t to say that there is never a time to rebel against human authority.  Peter 
demonstrate this in Acts 5:29 when he was told he wasn’t to speak about Jesus any longer: “We 
must obey God rather than men!”  It does tell us, though, that before we raise our voices 
against governing officials, we must be very clear on our motivation and rationale.  Our reasons 
must be biblically based and theologically grounded, not based on our own emotional disdain, 
our political opinions, or our western and modern understanding of rights and freedoms. 
 
Our leadership at RRCC believes that the current restrictions are not an assault on our religious 
freedom but rather a way in which we do our part to curb the spread of COVID-19.  There are at 
least four reasons why we think this is not an assault on our religious freedom: 

• They are temporary, 

• They are not specific to the church (ie. other segments of society are suffering equally), 

• They are in the best interest of public health, and, 

• They are not total (ie. online work can still continue, pastors are still allowed to provide 
spiritual care in homes, etc.). 

 
If these conditions were to change, we would absolutely revisit our position. Some have 
wondered aloud if we need to stand up now before it’s too late and we’ve lost our freedoms; 
we continue to pray and discern about these things.  In the meantime, we comply with the 
regulations as they are stated.   
 
Some believers have brought up Hebrews 10:25 in order to justify defying the Provincial Health 
Orders (“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching”).  It’s worth noting 
that the author here is addressing Christians who were neglecting the meeting of believers 
because they were falling away from the faith, not addressed to a community who was being 
told not to meet because of a public health threat or otherwise. 
 
At the same time, we also recognize that lockdowns and restrictions have had a negative effect 
in so many ways.  We lament this.  The government hasn’t handled things perfectly, but then 
again neither would I if I was in charge.  We believe corporate worship is essential to our 
flourishing as people.  Therefore, we support the various efforts to engage the government in 
constructive and respectful dialogue with the aim of gaining greater opportunity to worship.  
You are encouraged to write to your MLA if you feel led to do so, as long as you do so with the 
kindness of Christ.  Our provincial denominational leaders are in contact with the government 
and we also receive guidance from them. 
 



2.) We are called to a positive witness in society. 
 
One of Peter’s main motivations in what he writes in 1 Peter 2 is that the Christians would 
maintain a good reputation in society and not suffer undue harm because of their poor 
example.  It is clear that the churches who have defied the Provincial Health Orders and opened 
up anyways have received a negative appraisal from society at large.  While we respect their 
right to abide by their convictions, we believe that defying these orders would be damaging to 
the witness of our church.  While religious people may applaud ‘sticking it to the man’, society 
in general frowns upon the carelessness of churches who continue to gather. 
 
Anecdotally, the week after a round of recent provincial restrictions, a parent at the elementary 
school that my kids attend said to me, “You’re not one of those churches that are meeting, are 
you?”  I was happy to maintain a positive witness in that moment in his eyes. 
 
Society’s approval, of course, is never our main motivation.  Following Jesus means being at 
odds with society on many things.  Peter’s point, and Paul’s too, is that whenever it’s 
reasonable and appropriate, Christians should seek a good witness in all ways.  Given what we 
stated in point 1 about the reasonableness of temporary restrictions for the good of society, we 
believe RRCC is called to follow the guidelines, at least for the time being. 
 

3.) We are called to love our neighbour. 
 
The love of our neighbour is of paramount importance according to Jesus and the biblical 
authors.  Right now, loving our neighbours means voluntarily accepting a temporary restriction 
on getting big groups of people together to prevent the spread of a communicable disease.  We 
recognize and applaud the many who work in healthcare and are doing their best to support 
our communities and we believe that one way to love them is to listen to the advice of experts 
in the field of healthcare and follow their advice.   
 

4.) We always prioritize mission. 
 
Our mission is to help people find and follow Jesus.  Meeting together in person is one way in 
which we accomplish this mission but meeting together is not the mission itself; the other three 
convictions fall into proper perspective when we remember this.   
 
We’ve all been interested to see how different churches are responding these days.  Each 
church needs to prayerfully evaluate their own position and resources to determine how to 
fulfill their mission these days.  Some have met anyways, some have abided by restrictions but 
been pretty vocal in their opposition to restrictions on religious gatherings, others have focused 
mostly or solely on their online ministry.  I think I’ve said before that the two largest churches in 
our denomination have had vastly different responses – one has done as much in-person 
gathering as possible, the other hasn’t had any in-person gatherings even when they were 
allowed to do 50-person gatherings.  There are different responses and they have valid reasons 
behind them. 



 
We continue to see the online opportunities that God has opened up as important.  We 
continually reach new people through this medium and investing well in it continues to be a 
priority for us.  Our mission of helping people find and follow Jesus leads us to see this as an 
effective tool in the here-and-now.   
 
Now, all of that said – it is our firm desire to meet in person again!  You may know that the next 
update from the BC Government is this week.  I’ve given up trying to predict what’s coming, 
but, if restrictions are eased and we are able to meet in person – perhaps 50 people again – 
we’ll be ready to go on February 14 for our first in-person gathering since November. Either 
way, we’ll be excited to see you online going forward. 
 
 
In conclusion, I extend my thanks to all who have prayed and engaged around these challenging 
decisions.  I want to thank our staff for the ways in which they have shifted so well and been so 
creative and resilient.  I want to thank our elders for supporting the work and keeping their 
eyes on the mission.  Above all, may we fix our eyes on Jesus.  Our God is greater than any 
challenge that faces us.  With courage and faith we approach each day and each decision, 
asking God’s Spirit to give us strength.  May we follow His leading in all ways for the glory of His 
name and the good of the church. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Craig, on behalf of the elders and staff at RRCC 


