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If you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ.   
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes all to 

his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host and our food, 
bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field and vineyard. 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  January 31, 2021 

GATHERING 
Prelude  
 

Welcome 
 

Gathering Litany Psalm 111 
The leader reads the portions in regular print and all respond with the parts in bold. 
1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the 
upright, in the congregation. 
2Great are your works, O God, pondered by all who delight in them. 
3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness endures forever. 
4Your wonders make us remember; you are gracious and full of compassion. 
You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant. 
6You showed your people your power in giving them the lands of the nations. 
7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts are sure. 
8They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity. 
9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; holy and 
awesome is your name. 
10The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice this have a good 
understanding. God’s praise endures forever. 

Gathering Hymn O God of Light  #507 V 1 & 4 

In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; in 
Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church these are ways of 
pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We encounter that 
authority in God’s word, around which we gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit 
that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus. 

1 O God of light, your word, a lamp unfailing, 
 shall pierce the darkness of our earthbound way 
 and show your grace, your plan for us unveiling, 
 and guide our footsteps to the perfect day. 
 
4 To all the world your summons you are sending, 
 through all the earth, to ev'ry land and race, 
 that myriad tongues, in one great anthem blending, 
 may praise and celebrate your gift of grace. 
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. All:  And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray.  Compassionate God, 
All: you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually 

reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and 
speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

Children’s Word Pastor Clark Brown 

WORD 
 
Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law 
for the Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses 
assures the people that God will continue to guide them through prophets who will 
proclaim the divine word. 

AM: A reading from Deuteronomy. 

AM: Word of God, word of life.  All: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moses said: 15The Lord your God will 
raise up for you a prophet like me from 
among your own people; you shall heed 
such a prophet. 16This is what you 
requested of the Lord your God at Horeb 
on the day of the assembly when you said: 
“If I hear the voice of the Lord my God 
any more, or ever again see this great fire, I 
will die.” 17Then the Lord replied to me: 
“They are right in what they have said. 18I 
will raise up for them a prophet like you 

from among their own people; I will put 
my words in the mouth of the prophet, who 
shall speak to them everything that I 
command. 19Anyone who does not heed the 
words that the prophet shall speak in my 
name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But 
any prophet who speaks in the name of 
other gods, or who presumes to speak in 
my name a word that I have not 
commanded the prophet to speak—that 
prophet shall die.”  
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Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel  Mark 1:21-28 
Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize 
Jesus and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave 
and people are amazed at his authority. 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Mark.   All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.    All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Message  Pastor Clark Brown 

Hymn of the Day We Eat the Bread of Teaching  #518 vs. 1 & 3 

Refrain 
 We eat the bread of teaching, 
 drink wine of wisdom, 
 are given here a taste of the kingdom. 
 Together joined, the greatest and the 

least, 
 we all are one at Wisdom's holy feast. 
 

1 Wisdom calls throughout the city, 
 knows our hunger, and in pity 
 gives her loving invitation 
 to the banquet of salvation.  Refrain 
 

3 Enter with delight and singing, 
 for her richness now is bringing 
 us this joyful celebration; 
 eat and drink in jubilation.  Refrain 

21Jesus and his disciples went to 
Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, 
he entered the synagogue and taught.22They 
were astounded at his teaching, for he 
taught them as one having authority, and 
not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in 
their synagogue a man with an unclean 
spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you 
to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 
come to destroy us? I know who you are, 
the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked 

him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of 
him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing 
him and crying with a loud voice, came out 
of him. 27They were all amazed, and they 
kept on asking one another, “What is this? 
A new teaching—with authority! He 
commands even the unclean spirits, and 
they obey him.” 28At once his fame began 
to spread throughout the surrounding 
region of Galilee. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.*  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

For all the Church sharing the Good News of Jesus and proclaiming freedom in Christ 
throughout the world: grant your wisdom of the Holy Spirit during this ongoing 
pandemic, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and farms; 
and for those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that exists, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid 
attorneys, elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the well-
being of civil society, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized, those 
living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness, those who are hungry or 
homeless, and all in any need, especially Glenda, Sandy, Mary, David, Colbie, Dawn, 
Grant, the families and friends of George Silva, Philip Caniglia, and John Kaffenburger, 
and for those we now pray silently or aloud… (pause); for caregivers, hospice workers, 
and home health aides, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 



6 

For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for the 
baptized who have died in the Lord, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

MEAL 
 

Peace 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.     
All:   And also with you. 
You are welcome to share the peace using the comment section on YouTube or with 
anyone sheltering in peace with you. 

Gathering of the Gifts 
Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions–for the 
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the wider church.  You may continue to send in 
your offering by postal mail or use our online giving option at www.sttim.org. 

Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  O God, 
All:   receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with 

arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in 
faithful service to tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, 
our saving grace. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: Blessed are you, O holy God… … both now and forever. 
All: Amen 
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Pastor:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Pastor: Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed. 

As we share communion in our homes, we remember that we are indeed surrounded by 
a great cloud of witnesses, sharing in communion with the saints of every time and 
place.  We receive the body and blood of Christ and share in the life of God as we 
accept the bread and wine or grape juice, and hear the words: “The body of Christ 
given for you” and “the blood of Christ shed for you.” 

 

Communion Song Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am #814 

Take, oh, take me as I am; 
summon out what I shall be; 
set your seal upon my heart 
and live in me. 

 
Prayer After Communion 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very 
life and are strengthened for our journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in 
body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve others in your name. 

All:  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 
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SENDING 
 

Benediction 
Pastor: God the creator strengthen you; 
 Jesus the beloved fill you; 

 and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace .  
All: Amen 
 

Sending Song Light Shone in Darkness  #307 

 
Dismissal 
Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presiding Minister—Pastor Clark Brown 

Assisting Minister—Nancy Opsata 
Musician—Desma Johnson 

Cantors—Tom and Ida Barber 
Altar Care—Susan Smith 

1 Light shone in darkness at the world's creation, 
bathing in beauty nature's revelation. 
All that has being, cry in adoration, 
"Praise for the light. Amen!" 

 

2 Light shone in darkness at the new creation; 
Christ rose in glory, won for us salvation. 
Sing, earth and heaven, hymns of jubilation, 
praise for the light. Amen! 

 

3 Light shines in darkness till the full creation; 
Christ's body, groaning, suffers tribulation, 
longs for God's justice, global transformation, 
prays for the light. Amen! 
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Gospel Message 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
January 31, 2021 

Could He Be the Only One? 

Who: Jesus, disciples, observant go-to-worship folks honoring the sabbath. And, yes, a 
man with an unclean spirit. (Could he be the only such soul in the congregation?) 

What: Reading holy words, the domain of scribes and scholars, and a shocking teaching 
given “with authority.” 

Where: In the synagogue. 

When: On the sabbath. 

Who is this one who cried out in the congregation? Was he a scared thief creeping from 
his hiding place? A lanky kid exhausted from bawling outside locked doors? An old 
man gasping beneath piles of ill-gotten wealth? A young woman cursing heaven by day 
and hell by night for reasons no one dares to name? A stumbling fugitive worn down by 
a lifetime of running? A robust profiteer, master of deception? An unjust judge solemnly 
wearing a robe woven from threads of secret favors? A miser in a mansion perched 
above slums? A hoarder of vengeance nursing metastasized hatreds? Have you seen, 
met, or known any of these among the congregation? 

The one with an unclean spirit cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us?” (Mark 1:24). Jesus silences the unclean spirit. 
But Jesus will not be the destroyer. The crucified one does not crucify. He does not 
build and fill prisons; he sets free. He does not shun, avoid, and send away; he calls the 
accursed to himself. He does not condemn the sinner; he rescues and saves. 

Yes, they in the synagogue that day and we in the church this day are amazed. Jesus’ 
teaching with authority contradicts all the rules that anchor us to a spirit of despair. 
Good news, indeed. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 

Presentation of Our Lord 
Tuesday, February 2, 2021 
Forty days after the birth of Jesus we mark the day Mary and Joseph presented him in 
the temple in accordance with Jewish law. There they were greeted by Simeon, an aged 
priest who offered the song "Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace," as well as 
by the prophet Anna, who spoke of the redemption of Israel. 
 
Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark and Sweden, died 865 
Wednesday, February 3, 2021 
A monk who helped bring Christianity to Scandinavia, Ansgar returned to Germany 
where he was named bishop of Hamburg. He is remembered for his love for poor 
people. 
 
The Martyrs of Japan, died 1597 
Friday, February 5, 2021 
Christianity was brought to Japan in the sixteenth century by Jesuit and Franciscan 
missionaries. The religion was suppressed, however, and in 1597 twenty-six 
missionaries and converts were crucified. Nevertheless, Christianity survived and later 
prospered. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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 Prayer Concerns 
Please remember in your prayers: 
 
Glenda Tankersley, Ia Bolter ’s niece, in a nursing home on dialysis.  
The family and friends of George Silva, brother  of Pastor  Clark’s brother in law.  
The family of Philip Caniglia, father  of Steve Solomon’s friend Phyllis.  
Sandy Hoskin, undergoing cancer  tr eatment again. 
Mary Lea, undergoing cancer  treatment again.  
David Holland, husband of Dee Holland and brother  of Lucille Pires, undergoing 
chemo therapy for prostate and bone cancer.  
Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adr ian, 171/2  months old diagnosed with a neuro-
degenerative disease.  
Dawn Stallings, daughter  of Dolores, who has suffered a stroke.   
Grant Hobson, grandnephew of Matt Schulz, being treated for  leukemia, and his 
parents Claire and Luke.  
The family and friends of John Kaffenburger. 
 
Healthcare workers on the front line of the pandemic and essential workers facing 
daily risk of disease. 
All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families). 
For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees. 
For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire 
Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the world. 

Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Torie Hamilton 
Rodger Marty 
Bonnie Bennett 
Jim McMullins 
Bill Reynolds 
Mary Lee Slater 
Marjonie Gabriel 
Tom Brown 
Aaron Grieg 

Byron Heppert 
Jacqueline Graham 
Gloria Llenaresas 
Riley Ann Holland 
Ronnie Lyons 
Irene McCloud 
Thomas Ansley 
Jackie Rullman 
Linda Henderson 

Beverly Schneideman 
Justice Gaudoin 
Peter Kracht 
Isabella Silva 
Randy Hoch 
Don Butler 
Mark Northcutt 
Helen Leikam 

Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. 
Liturgy: WOV Setting 4 Light of Christ © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 
O God of Light, Text: Sarah E. Taylor © 1952, ren. 1980 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company. 
In God Alone, Text: Jacques Berthier © 1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc. exclusive North America agent.  
We Eat the Bread of Teaching, Text: Omer Westendorf © 1998 World Library Publications.  
Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am, Text: John L. Bell © 1995 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc. 
Light Shone in Darkness, Text: Delores Dufner, OSB © 2001, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225          CCLI License #2883346          OneLicense License #A-706342 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 
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Notes and announcements 

 Save the date! We will have a dr ive-thru pickup on Transfiguration Sunday, 2/14, 
12-2 PM, for beautiful new devotionals for Lent and Ash Wednesday ashes. 

 “Stories of Faith in Action” Visit now to learn how your offering sustains and 
enhances ministries that lift up God’s people at LivingLutheran.org/SOFIA.  

 Study and discuss online: Join Pastors Clark and Tony: Tuesday evening class 
and discussion on Gratitude, Wednesday 2PM Bible Study, and Sunday 11AM 
pastors’ class. Email Pastor Clark for info: pastorclark@sttim.org. 

 “Online Worship: All services are posted online to YouTube.  If you have 
internet access, our YouTube Channel is at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHP8hutt19neqHHHpbQPcDA  Worship 
is available by Saturday evening. Please subscribe to our channel. 

 Social Hour: We have a social hour  on Zoom Sunday at 10:30am.  Information 
for worship and the social hour will be emailed each week. If you want to be on our 
email list or have questions, email/call/text Pastor  Clark at 
pastorclark@sttim.org or 831-521-1818. 

 Preparing for communion.  Our online Sunday worship will include 
communion.  As you feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside 
some bread or crackers, and some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you 
need any of these items, please contact Ida Barber. 

 Prayer Concerns: Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or  changed prayer  
concerns at 375-1043. 

 Shopping etc.: Do you need help with shopping or  other  needs or  can volunteer  
to help? Please contact Pastor Clark at 831-521-1818 or pastorclark@sttim.org. 

 Hymnals: Would you like to borrow a hymnal while we are “sheltering in 
peace?”  Please contact the office and we will make arrangements.   

 Offering: Please remember  your  offer ings to St. Timothy as our  expenses 
continue and we experience loss of income from outside groups.  Offering can be 
mailed to the church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting 
our website www.sttim.org. 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.livinglutheran.org%2fsofia%2f&srcid=252050&srctid=1&erid=6979753b-d9a3-434e-8ee0-5ba63ee0f7f7&trid=6979753b-d9a3-434e-8ee0-5ba63ee0f7f7

