
1-2 Kings                                                                            Study Notes                                                                                      
Lesson 4 - 1 Kings 5:1-9:9


Introduction

The life of Solomon is more than simply a fascinating study in biblical history. Nor is it just a 
reminder to get wisdom. It is all that and more; it is a deep look into the plan and purpose of 
God to do all things for his glory in the building of his kingdom.


In this study we focus on a couple of the keys to understanding Solomon and that is the 
building of the temple and the expansion of his kingdom. Any study of the temple, in the 
context of the nation of Israel, is one that is deep and very extensive.The reasons are many but 
fundamentally, the temple was the symbol of God’s presence with his people and the focal 
point of their worship. (See note below)


Study Questions

1. After reading 1 Kings 5:1-9:9, assess Solomon’s leadership from the evidence you see here. 

Where was he strong, and where was he weak? 


2. Who is Hiram? What is his connection to Solomon and what role does he play? Is it 
important? Why or why not?


3. Does the building of the temple represent Solomon’s greatest accomplishment? Why or 
why not?


4. In chapters 6 and 7 we have the details of the actual building of the temple, relating its 
timeline and physical details (See illustration below). Why are these details important?


5. The description of the temple is interrupted briefly in 6:11-13 by God’s promise to Solomon. 
This serves to put the temple construction in the larger context of Israels relationship with 
the Lord. According to these verses, what is the purpose of the temple? What is the 
purpose of the articles contained in the temple (e.g. curtain etc) ? See Hebrews 9:1-10.


6. Solomon gives a prayer of blessing in 8:12-21 which sets the temple in the larger context of 
the exodus (Moses) and the monarchy (David). According to this prayer, how does the 
temple serve as the fulfillment of this larger history?


7. What does the temple, and Solomon’s benediction (8:56-61) communicate about the 
character of God?


8. How is the Lord’s second appearance to Solomon (9:1-9) similar to his first (3:1-5)? How is 
it different? How would you describe the purpose of this second appearance? 



God’s Dwelling Among His People . Adam and Eve enjoyed God’s direct presence in Eden, 1

before sin entered the world. Ever since the rupturing of their relationship as a result of sin, God 
has been reestablishing his presence among his people, first through the tabernacle, then 
through the temple, and finally through Christ, who is himself the temple of God (John 2:21) 
and whose death tore open the curtain separating us from God (Matt. 27:51; Heb. 10:20). He 
makes us into his temple through the Holy Spirit (1 For. 3:16). In heaven, we will again enjoy the 
direct presence of God as he dwells among his people (Rev. 21:3). The detailed proportions of 
the temple given in 1 Kings 6-7, similar to those of the tabernacle described in Exodus 40-48, 
point to this deeper thread throughout the entire Bible of God’s desire to dwell among his 
people. 

Personal Reflection

• What are some biblical principles we learn from Solomon and his building projects?


• Take a moment to ask for the Lord’s help and blessing as you continue to study 1 and 2 
Kings. Also take time to look back at what we’ve studied and consider what we have learned 
thus far.

 Gavin Ortland “Knowing the Bible” pg. 241


