
ST. PETER, QUAMICHAN 
ANGLICAN CHURCH 

The BEACON Newsletter for January 31, 2021 
 
Address:  5800 Church Rd. North Cowichan BC  
Telephone: 250 746 6262 
Parish Administrator:  admin@stpeterduncan.ca 

Facebook: The Anglican Parish of St. Peter, 
Quamichan  
Website: https://www.stpeterduncan.ca/ 

 
A PRAYER for Uncertain Times 
Like your disciples on the road to Emmaus, we are so often incapable of seeing that in you, O 
Christ, are our companion on the way. But when our eyes are opened we realize that you were 
speaking to us even though perhaps we had forgotten you. Then the sign of our trust in you is 
that, in our turn, we try to love, to forgive with you. Independent of our doubts or even our faith, 
O Christ, you are always there; your love burns in our heart of hearts. 
(Brother) Roger Schutz 

 
PARISH COUNCIL 
We are at that time of year where we are looking for Parish Council Members.  We want to thank Alan Gurzinski, 
Mary Johnson, Adrian Pickavance, and David Sullivan for their work and input on the Parish Council.  They are 
stepping down.  Alan very kindly served a 3rd year term on council and will be retiring from the Saanich Police 
Force after 25 years of service.  Mary and David are busy packing as they are moving to the Victoria area. Adrian 
has moved closer to Nanaimo and needs to attend to some health challenges and family concerns.  David 
resigned earlier this year. 
We also give thanks to Catherine Dook and Jane James for agreeing to stay on the Council. Mark Oldnall has 
agreed to be on Parish Council.  See his Bio below. 

Mark Oldnall’s Bio:  I have been a member of St. Peter’s since 1983.  I am a past Parish Council 
member, synod delegate, treasurer and warden.  After my six-year term of warden expired, I took a 
couple of years off to be a parishioner. I currently am the parish asset manager and look after buildings 
and grounds.  I have two daughters, a partner and run a landscaping business in the Valley.  If approved, 
I look forward to working with the council on the many opportunities and challenges that are in our future.   

 
Call for PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Mary Johnson had said she joined the Parish Council “to see how decisions are made; to see how it all works.  
And it works well at St. Peter. Also, let it be known that I was impressed with the Town Hall meetings. Keep up 
the good work”.  Mary has commented several times that she is more than happy with the ability to discuss 
issues, by all Parish council members, and that the decisions are made by all members.  These have been very 
thoughtful and sometimes intense discussions before an agreement is reached. 
If you, or if you know of someone who would like to know more about the Parish 
Council business and would be willing to be nominated for a position on Parish 
Council, please contact Trish Peebles by email trishgpeebles@shaw.ca  or call 250-
701-3172. 
 
Call for WARDEN 
Thank you to Chris Easly for staying on as Warden.  Paulette De Silva and Trish 
Peebles are stepping down as Wardens.  Paulette has work commitments and Trish 
has not been able to return to Duncan since May 2020. Both Paulette and Trish have 
agreed to stay on as Parish Council members. 
A Warden’s role is to support the Clergy and to help keep St. Peter’s running smoothly. If you, or again if you 
know someone who would be willing to run for Warden, please contact Trish Peebles at your earliest 
convenience. Thank you. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
This week, the 

flowers on the altar 
are given in 

thanksgiving for all 
frontline workers, 
who risk their lives 
daily in these times 

of COVID. 



 
CONSECRATION & INSTALLATION OF THE 14TH BISHOP of the Diocese of BC 
The Consecration and Installation of Rev. Anna Greenwood-Lee will be on Saturday, January 30th at 11 a.m.  You 
can watch it from the comfort of your home via livestream on the Diocesan Website https://bc.anglican.ca or Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/BCAnglican. A downloadable copy of the order of service will be available on the Diocesan 
Website on Friday, January 29. 
 
ALTAR FLOWER Requests  
Altar Flowers are an opportunity to remember a loved one or to mark a special occasion such as an anniversary or 
birthday. We currently have some empty spaces on our Altar Flower Calendar, specifically Feb 7, 14.  If you have a 
request, please call Chris Easly at (250) 597-0075 as soon as possible. Thank you. 
 
ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISHIONERS (AMP) 
We are following Diocesan directives regarding the AMP which states that the meeting must be held within 60 days 
from the end of the fiscal year and due to COVID restrictions, it must be conducted via ZOOM; therefore, our meeting 
will be held on Sunday February 28th.  Please mark your calendars.  More details will be made available soon. 
 
ANNUAL REPORT for 2020 
The annual report will be available for electronic distribution on February 5th.  If you would like to have a paper 
copy, please call the office and make arrangements to pick it up.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE for the Week of January 31: 

Members of our Congregation: Rocke, Sandee, Jennifer, Vera, Vital, Teresa, Frank, Pearl, Brian, Connie, Brandon 
and Connie. 
Anglican Cycle: 

• Anna, Bishop-elect, Diocese of BC 
• Barry and Ansley, Diocesan Leadership Team 
• Mark, National Anglican Indigenous Archbishop  
• Lesley, Bishop, Diocese of Yukon 

• Congregation of St. John Gualbert, Pt. McNeill 
• Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil 
• MJ, Chris, Jim and Norah, our Clergy, Kirsten, our 

Seminarian

Government Leaders:  Justin, our Prime Minister, John our Premier, Dr. Bonnie Henry, William, Chief of the 
Cowichan Tribes, and Al and Michelle our Mayors. 
Parish Families:  Rev. MJ and Keith, Vital and Theresa 
Birthday Blessings this week:  Ed York (Jan. 31), Rev. MJ Leewis-Kirk (Feb. 1), Trish Peebles (Feb. 2) 

 
 
Excerpt from FORWARD DAY BY DAY for Sunday January 31, 2021 

I recently heard the story of a Palestinian physician who lives and works in Gaza.  He was trying to complete 
a trip that should be around six hours.  With the checkpoints and border patrols, the trip ended up taking twelve hours.   

As the doctor talked about the situation, my friend asked him, “What would make up a good life to you?”  The 
physician answered, “A good life for me is making sure my neighbour has a good life.”  This idea is the complete 
expression of the world Jesus places at the center of this week’s gospel message (Mark 1:21-28). 

To have a good life for yourself is to ensure a good one for your neighbour.  This idea is so far from the way 
the world seems to work right now, and yet, it is a recipe for peace.  We must be expansive about who we consider 
our neighbours.  When we make that circle more extensive, this formula can transform the world.   
ààà MOVING FORWARD:  Make sure your neighbour has a good life and then have one yourself.   
 
The Forward Day by Day books have arrived for February, March and April. These books offer daily meditation and 
accompanying scripture. The books can be found on the table outside the office. The cost of the book is $2. Please 
put the money into the jar found by the books. 


