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Why the Church Needs Addicts              Pastor Tom 
And Addicts Need the Church     January 31, 2021 
~ 1 Corinthians 12 12-30 
 

Say someone you knew struggled with an addiction.  They want 

help.  They want to face their issues.  They ask you where they should.  

What might you say?  “You should join an AA group.    You should go 

see your doctor.  You need to enter a rehab program.”  But might you 

say “you need to come to our church?” Or “you need to connect with 

our church community.”   

 I suspect few of us would immediately think of our church or the 

church to help for those struggling.   We might conclude this because 

we don’t know how the church could possibly help our friend.  Or maybe 

we don’t even believe the church can really help those who struggle.  

Ed Welch, in his addictions book that guided us through this series, 

writes: “Addictions are popularly understood as quasi-medical 

problems.  Addicts may not need expert medical help, it’s said, but they 

do need assistance by addiction specialists – and pastors and church 

members are never considered to be experts.  As a result the church is 

rarely the place where addicts look first for help, and the church rarely 

thinks of herself this way either.”   

 Now it’s understandable why we or a person struggling with 

addictions might think of AA. When strugglers go to an AA meeting, 

they don’t have to explain themselves.   People there understand what 

you’ve been doing and what you’ve been going through.   Members at 

AA don’t tend to give thoughtless, naïve or judgmental counsel.  AA 

makes sense.  It has catchy mottos and clear steps. For people who 

need help now.  Discipleship tracks can be long and drawn out.  On top 

of all this, AA members can be compassionate but tough minded.  They 

will call you on evasiveness, lies, and ingrained destructive styles of 

thought.  They will see through some of the masks.  So, you become 

more at home with honesty and authenticity.  Sadly, the church can be 

a place of masks and inauthenticity.   

 But is it not a little strange that Christians struggling with 

addictions feel the need to go outside the church to deal with them?  If 

the church’s first response to someone struggling is redirection to AA, 

we might subtly give the wrong message.  It’s like we’re saying “You 

need to go rehab and AA before they come to church.”  That may get 

interpreted to mean “we only admit people who have got their lives 

together, at least outwardly.  You might have some hidden addiction 

other than drugs or alcohol. You better get sorted out first.  If that is 

really what we think, we need to rethink things.  We all need God to put 

our lives back together. We need to adopt the vison of the church as a 
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hospital for the soul.  We need to welcome those who struggle in the 

soul because we know the one who can cure it.   

 So here’s the key statement for today’s message and then I will 

explain my strategy to defend it.  The church needs addicts and 

addicts need the church.  Not “the church helps addicts and addicts 

need the church.”  The church needs addicts and addicts need the 

church.”  To help us think about this, we will first look at a Bible passage 

about the Body of Christ – the people of God – the church.  Specifically 

the Apostle Paul address a concern about spiritual gifts to Christians at 

Corinth.  They struggled with divisions over a lot of areas including 

spiritual gifts.  Some with more prominent gifts looked down on those 

who didn’t have these gifts. Paul addresses this and paints a beautiful 

picture of the Body of Christ.  His picture will help us answer the 

question - How must we treat one another in the body of Christ?  Then 

we will address three other questions.  Why does the church need 

addicts?    Why do addicts need the church?  What do we need to grow 

in this at SVBC?  I pray that God will stir in us to the possibility of 

growing in openness to those struggling with addictions.  Our Bible text 

today is from 1 Corinthians 12:12-31, if you want to turn there now.   

1 Corinthians 12:12-31 (ESV)  
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all 

the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews 
or Greeks, slaves[a] or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If 
the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the 
ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” 
that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body 
were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body 
were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God 
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If 
all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there 
are many parts, yet one body. 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor 
again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, 
the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and 
on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the 
greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater 
modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God 
has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked 
it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members 
may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all 
suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of 
it. 28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of 
healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 
miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? 
Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the higher gifts. 

And I will show you a still more excellent way. 
 
  Just prior to this passage, Paul acknowledges the variety of 

gifts. Yet he points out they all come from the same Spirit.  He also 

states that God gives every Christian something from the Spirit for the 

greater good of the Body.  He then uses the human body to portray of 

the body of Christ.  Just as a human body has many body parts, they 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12%3A12-31&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28631a
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all belong to one body.  The church has many members, they all belong 

to the same body of Christ.   

 Then he addresses the divisions in the Body.  Here we find 

answers to our first question.  Question 1 – How must we treat one 

another in the Body of Christ?  We must not undervalue the gifts 

God has given us or others. (12:14-20).  Verse 15 – “If the foot should 

say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ that would 

not make it any less a part of the body.’” Verse 16 – “If the ear should 

say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body.” That would 

not make it any less a part of the body.”  If a church member would say 

“Because I am not the pastor, I do not belong in the body,” that would 

not make them any less part of the body.”   

 Some of you might undervalue the gifts God has given you.  You 

may think because you don’t have that gift that seems big and 

important, you are not part of this body.  But you’re gifts are essential 

for the healthy functioning of this Body.  Verse 17 – If the whole body 

were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing?” or an ear – where 

would be the sense of smell? We must not undervalue our own gifts.   

 Nor must we undervalue the gifts that someone struggling with 

addiction might bring to our fellowship.  Now, I am not saying addictions 

are gift.  They are devastating and bring much pain.  But hopefully, the 

experience gained, in walking through an addiction, will help others 

who struggle or are heading down the addictions path.  So if God 

brought us people who struggled with addictions, their insights and 

experience would enrich our body.   

 We must guard against concluding that we don’t need 

others with different gifts (12:21).  Verse 21 – “The eye cannot say 

to the hand, ‘I have no need of you,’ nor again the head to the feet, ‘I 

have no need of you.’”   

Don’t conclude you have no need others with different gifts.  Yet 

this is so easy to do. We naturally cluster with those with similar gifts or 

passion. Those who love theology gather around others who love 

theology.  Then they can look down at people who don’t love theology.  

Those who love or are gifted in worship gather around others with 

similar gifts.  They might see theology and God’s Word as restrictive on 

their gifts.  Those with a passion for missions gather around others with 

a mission’s passion.  Then they may be tempted to see worship or 

theology as irrelevant. Or those with a gift of serving get together with 

others who like to serve.  They may be tempted to wonder why we 

spend so much time in church meetings when we could be out serving 

the community.   



 4 

Those with gifts in some church ministry might look at the struggling 

addict and say “I have no need of you.   You have nothing to teach me 

or show me.”  But Paul dramatically strikes down such attitudes.  .   

Verse 22 – On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem weaker 

partsare indispensable.”  Not the parts of the body that are weaker need 

help, or the parts of the body that are weaker should get ab occasional 

opportunity to serve. No. They are indispensable.  It’s like he’s saying 

the body can’t function without them.  Verse 23 – “And those parts that 

we think less honorable, we bestow the greater honor.”  Well that’s 

pretty upside down.   

That’s pretty upside down. Normally we honour the prominent, 

popular and famous. But in the body of Christ – those who work behind 

the scene and do unknown work must receive great honour.  People 

know certain churches because their celebrity pastor or ministry. But 

Paul says, we don’t need to highlight them.  We need to show honor to 

those who are not the “face” of the church.    

Why?  Verses 24-25. “But God has so composed the body, giving 

greater honor to the part that lacked it, that there may be no division in 

the body, but that the members may have the same care for one 

another.”  So if we want unity, we need to elevate, honor and value 

those with less prominent gifts.  Somehow, this practice contributes to 

the unity of the body.  Such a body does not see people compete for 

fame and notoriety because of their gifts.  Instead, the body that honors 

Christ honors those with less prominent gifts. God composes the body 

this way for our good.  So if a person struggling with addictions comes 

to our fellowship or their family members and we treat them as 

indispensable, that somehow brings the body together.  When we 

honor those who work in our kitchen or the staff who work behind the 

scenes or the tech people that you never see on Sundays, we 

contribute to body unity.       

So this passage teaches first, that we must not undervalue our own 

gifts or the gifts God gives others.  Second, we must guard against 

concluding that we don’t need others with different gifts.  This leads to 

our second question.  With these in mind, let us consider our big idea 

for today. 

Question 2 - Why does the church need addicts?   Their 

experience and gifts can bless others. Welch writes those who have 

struggled with addictions tend to be practical, quick to help others who 

struggle and able to speak truth in love.  I admitted to you I do not know 

what it’s like to struggle with a drug or alcohol addiction.  So to have 

people with such experience could greatly help us and minister to us.  
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We need people who speak truth in love when they see lies, 

manipulation, or blaming.  That’s authentic community.    

Think about St Albert.  We have a serious drug addiction 

problem here among young people and adults.  We experience affluent 

addict syndrome where people drink or do drugs to address boredom 

or to cope with the stresses of life.  Imagine the potential for us to 

engage these struggling people?  Yet we also see great benefit 

ourselves.  Remember, Welch argues that a worship disorder lies at the 

root of addictions.  Instead of worshipping the living God, they give their 

heart to their addiction.  It is like idolatry.  We all struggle with idolatry.   

So imagine we had people who opened up about their struggles 

with addictions and idolatry.  We might see more clearly the idolatrous 

bent in our own hearts.  We might begin to see addicts as fellow 

travelers in the struggle against idolatry rather than “those people who 

have that problem.”  The church needs addicts for the unique 

perspective and gifts they bring.   

Question 3 - Why do addicts need the church? Welch says many 

struggle to connect with a church because of sense of inferiority.  Welch 

says some feel inferior because they have acted wrongly and the 

mention of church activates their guilt.  Other feels superior.  They 

quickly judge the church as hypocritical, judgmental, or ignorant of the 

nuances of addictions.  So why would a person struggling with 

addictions even consider the church?   

Jesus gives the church everything it needs to minister to 

souls.  1 Corinthians 1:7 refers to the Corinthians as “not lacking any 

gift as they wait for the revealing of Jesus Christ.”  The Spirit equips the 

people of the church to minister to one another to help them.  Those 

struggling with sin and addiction need a team of people to help them.  

Welch writes this: “In our battle with sin, we need a team of people.  We 

need teachers to help us understand Scripture, prophets to help us 

apply it, interceders to pray for us, preachers to focus our eyes on 

Christ, encouragers to remind us of God’s grace when we feel like 

failures, wise men and women to discern when we make foolish 

decisions, and people of faith to tell us that everything God has said is 

true in Christ.”   All contributes to the growth and encouragement of 

those affected by addictions.    

 Welch also points out that those addicts who struggle with 

addictions not only need to deal with their substance abuse.  “Attached 

are broken relationships, anger, lack of forgiveness, and other social 

problems.  Many times, the primary problem is relational – between 

addicts and other people – rather than simply within addicts 

themselves.   It is also well documented that addicts tend to be 
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immature in their relationships.  The longer the history of addictions, the 

more pronounced the relational immaturity.  Other people faced their 

interpersonal problems and developed more skills in relationships.  But 

addicts medicated their problems away.   They avoided the God-given 

hassles of life that build character and wisdom into our lives.   So unity 

with God’s people is especially important for addicts.   

` Jesus gives the church everything it needs to minister to souls.  

He ministered to people who struggled with addictions – especially in 

the drinking area.  Jesus did not say in Scripture “To you struggling with 

alcohol – you know you’re not supposed to do that.  So stop.  But if you 

can’t, don’t worry.  In the 20th and 21st century, people will finally figure 

out that what you really need is a drug/alcohol rehab program and an 

addiction counselor.  When that arrives, all your problems will be 

solvable.  But until then, you just got to hang on until humans figure this 

out.” And don’t join the Body of Christ because we can’t deal with that 

issue 

No – he invited people of all kinds into a new body or group 

called the church.  He called the church to make disciples.  This 

certainly includes learning the doctrine of the church.  But it’s much 

more.  It’s learning about life and how to navigate it with the help and 

community of others. It’s learning to become an adult; a responsible 

worker; a parent and a spouse.  It’s learning about how to do 

relationships under God’s authority and power. Yes, there may be need 

for rehab programs and addictions counselor.  But addictions affect so 

much of life that we need others to help us recover, learn and grow into 

maturity in each area of life.  

Question 4 – What do we need to see this happen more at 

SVBC?   Since the church needs addicts and addicts need the church 

we must ask God for the excellent love of 1st Corinthians 13:4-8.  

You might recognize this love.  “Love is patient (with addicts; with their 

families; with the church).  Love is kind (to addicts; those affected and 

to others in the church).  It does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or 

rude.  It does not insist on its own way.  It is not irritable or resentful.  It 

does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth.  Love bears 

all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” And 

lead me in your love to those around me.    

The church needs addicts and addicts need the church.  We 

need more of this kind of love towards one another. I am not talking 

about putting kids or families at risk.  We’re not talking about becoming 

a safe injection site or that drunk or high people will room our hallways.  

But it’s very likely that you and maybe even your kids, pre-covid, have 
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already talked to people struggling with addictions at our church.  We 

just don’t know it.   

What I’m asking is for us to let God lead us to become more of 

a safe place for struggling people. They need community and support 

for the whole of life, not just their addiction.  That’s something God does 

equip us to do.   

It’s amazing what God already does through this body.    Did 

you know that every week, a team of ladies cook prepared meals for 

those who face various struggles right now?  10 families each week get 

this tangible support. Did you know that some people in our church 

meet regularly with others who struggle in some area of life including 

addictions?  They aren’t addiction counselors. They don’t they attempt 

to do addiction counseling.  They just meet to encourage, pray, explore 

the Scriptures.  This is part of recovery.   

Did you know that this church family regularly steps up to 

encourage and help those who struggle – often without any 

coordination from the church office?  I know of several families in our 

church community who have had COVID at home.  They have 

entrusted this news to church friends who then buy groceries and help 

in whatever way necessary.   

Small groups are another way to connect and to be part of this 

community.   

God equips the Body of Christ with the gifts it needs to 

accomplish His work.  So let us pray for God to work on our hearts and 

bring His love so that we can share it with whoever He brings us. 

1 Corinthians 10:31; “So whether you eat or drink, or whatever 

you do, do all to the glory of God.” 

 


