
Mark 10:17-34 Discussion Questions 

 

“Is following Jesus worth it?” 

Mark 1017-34 

The main episode in today’s chapter has traditionally been labeled “the rich young ruler,” but you’ll notice 

that Mark’s readers would not know that the man is young or a ruler (cf. Mt. 1920; Lk. 1818). Even the fact 

that he is rich is only mentioned, for dramatic effect, in the last line of the story. Mark simply tells us the 

story of “a man” invited to give up everything to follow Jesus like Simon and Andrew (116-18) and Levi 

(213-14) and the rest were (1028). Will this man too give up everything to follow Jesus? 

 

Introductory Question 

Q – If your house was on fire, what three items would you try to save? 

 

Discussion Questions 

1) Read Mark 10:17-34. What are your initial impressions of this man in verse 17 (based on his actions, 

address, and request)? 

 

2) What do you make of Jesus’ initial response in verse 18? How is challenging the man’s definition and 

use of “good” relevant for what follows?  

 

3) How many commandments does Jesus’ list in verse 19 (see Exodus 201-17)?1 Why do you think God 

gave the ten commandments in the first place? 

 

4) What do you make of the man’s response in verse 20? (Wow? Doubtful? Not sure?)  

 

5) If Jesus “loved him” (v.21), why would he tell him to “go, sell everything…then come, follow me”?2  

 

6) What are your impressions of this man in verse 22? Your impressions of Jesus at this point? 

 

7) Why were the disciples “amazed” at Jesus words (v.24,26)? Is it uniquely hard for the rich to enter the 

kingdom of God or equally hard for all? Why? 

 

8) In verses 29-30 Jesus gives a sample list of rewards for those who follow him. What made (and  

makes) following Jesus “worth it” for you? 

 

9) In verses 32-34, Jesus predicts his death for a third time.  How does this prediction compare/contrast 

with the previous two (8:31; 9:31)? How does what Jesus gave up for his disciples compare with what 

he asks them/us to give up for him?  

 

10) Do you think the disciples are finally getting what Jesus is telling them? Why or why not?  

 
1 Notice that the first four commandments address our “love for God” and the last six “love for neighbour”, which is why all the 

commands of the OT could be summarized as “love God” and “love your neighbour…” (Mk 1230-31). 
2 “Most in the ancient world would have heard it as radical but sound advice for those who were seriously devout…[yet] few 

followed through on this ideal, and the later rabbis specifically forbade giving away all of one’s resources. They limited the 

maximum that one could give away to 20% so that one would not become penniless and a burden to others.” (Garland) 
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Mark 8:31-32 

31He then began to 
teach them that the Son 
of Man must suffer 
many things and be 
rejected by the elders, 
chief priests and 
teachers of the law, and 
that he must be killed 
and after three days rise 
again. 32He spoke 
plainly about this, and 
Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke 
him. 

Mark 9:30-32 

30They left that place 
and passed through 
Galilee. Jesus did not 
want anyone to know 
where they were, 
31because he was 
teaching his disciples. 
He said to them, “The 
Son of Man is going to 
be betrayed into the 
hands of men. They will 
kill him, and after three 
days he will rise.” 32But 
they did not understand 
what he meant and were 
afraid to ask him about 
it. 

Mark 10:33-34 

33“We are going up to 
Jerusalem,” he said, 
“and the Son of Man will 
be betrayed to the chief 
priests and teachers of 
the law. They will 
condemn him to death 
and will hand him over 
to the Gentiles, 34who 
will mock him and spit 
on him, flog him and kill 
him. Three days later he 
will rise.”  

 


