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“How Lutherans Interpret the Bible” 
“Therefore dismiss your own opinions and feelings, and think of the Scrip-tures as the loftiest 
and noblest of holy things, as the richest of mines which can never be sufficiently explored, in 
order that you may find that divine wisdom which God here lays before you in such simple guise 
as to quench all pride. Here you will find the swaddling clothes and the manger in which Christ 
lies, and to which the angel points the shepherds. Simple and lowly are these swaddling cloths, 
but dear is the treasure, Christ, who lies in them.” Martin Luther (Luther’s Works, 35:236) 
The Inspiration and Authority of the Bible 
Lutherans regard the Bible as the inspired word of God. 
The word inspired literally means “breathed into”. Interestingly, in both Hebrew and Greek the 
word for “spirit” also means “wind” or “breath”. We believe that the Bible is created by God, and 
so we refer to the Bible as inspired, God-breathed. When we say that the Bible is the inspired 
word of God, we are saying that God has worked by the power of the Holy Spirit through human 
authors across the centuries to give us this story of God’s love for all of creation. 
Lutherans say that the Bible is the authoritative source and norm for our Christian 
proclamation, faith, and life. 
What makes a writing authoritative? For Lutheran Christians, the Bible is authoritative because 
•the Bible comes from God. 
•God is the primary actor in Scripture. 
•through the Bible, God actively engages us- 

- it communicates the saving grace of God in the person and history of Jesus Christ. 
- it creates and nurtures faith in those who hear it. 
- it gives us our identity -the Bible is where God speaks, so we have no identity without it 
- it helps us to see and understand the world and our lives in a real way 
- it shapes our life together in Christian community 

The authority of scripture rests on that of the gospel and its content. The Bible does not just 
convey information – it actively engages us to DO SOMETHING. The Scriptures are more than 
the historical record of God’s revelation in Christ. The Bible’s primary function is to convey 
Christ. Everything else is subordinate to the Word of God found in the Bible (our Creeds, 
Confessions, Catechisms, and confessional documents). 

In saying that the Bible is authoritative, we confess faith in the God who engages us. We worship a 
living, active, relevant God who continues in relationship with creation, with humanity, with the 
church, with each of us. We know that The Bible is intended for the good of all, directly through 
God’s engagement and indirectly through service of those who have been engaged by God. 
The Bible is given to the whole of Christ’s church. It is an inherited and shared gift – meant to be 
passed on. We received it from others, we hear it now, we are to share it with those who come after 
us. Our role is to be attentive and faithful listeners and pro-claimers of the Good News of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 


