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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  It is our prayer that this will be a time of worship and renewal for 
you, when you will encounter the living God revealed in Jesus Christ. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

As we gather . . . In Isaiah it is the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the stars—it 

is that God who strengthens the powerless. So in Jesus’ healing work we see the hand of the 

creator God, lifting up the sick woman to health and service (diakonia). Like Simon’s mother-

in-law, we are lifted up to health and diakonia. Following Jesus, we strengthen the powerless; 

like Jesus, we seek to renew our own strength in quiet times of prayer. 

  

GATHERING 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   

GATHERING SONG “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”       ELW 858 

 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
 O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 
 Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 
 joining in glad adoration! 
  
 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 
 surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 
 Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 
 if with his love he befriend you. 
  

 CONFESSION and  FORGIVENESS  

  Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, 

 who stretches out the heavens, 
 who sends light to the nations, 
 who gives breath to us all. 
 Amen. 

 Let us confess our sin 
 in the presence of God and of one another. 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 7, 2021 



2 

 

  
 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
  
 Loving God, 
 we confess that we have turned from your way 
 to follow our own ways. 

 Forgive us for the times 

 we have spoken or acted too quickly; 
 we have not spoken or acted at all; 
 we have hurt those closest to us; 
 we have hurt those we have yet to know; 
 we have thought more about ourselves than others; 
 we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. 
 Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, 
 so that we can live again as your children. Amen. 

 Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. 
 God’s love never runs out.  
 God never tires of calling us beloved children. 
 Hear God say to you now: 
 Your sins are forgiven, 
 for the sake of  † Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 Amen. 
  

 

  

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”1       ELW 858 

       Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 

 and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
 Have you not seen all that is needful has been 
 sent by his gracious ordaining? 
  
 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
 All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
 Let the amen sound from his people again. 
 Gladly forever adore him! 

  

  

GREETING   

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 Let us pray. Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint.  
 Make us agents of your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made 
 known to the ends of your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 
 Amen. 
  

  

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 
READING   Isaiah 40:21-31 

     Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
  Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
  Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
  It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
  and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 
 who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
  and spreads them like a tent to live in; 
 who brings princes to naught, 
  and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
 
 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
  scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
 when he blows upon them, and they wither, 
  and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
 
 To whom then will you compare me, 
  or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 
 Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
  Who created these? 
 He who brings out their host and numbers them, 
  calling them all by name; 
 because he is great in strength, 
  mighty in power, 
  not one is missing. 

  
 Why do you say, O Jacob, 

  and speak, O Israel, 

 “My way is hidden from the LORD, 

  and my right is disregarded by my God”? 

 Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

 The LORD is the everlasting God, 

  the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
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 He does not faint or grow weary; 

  his understanding is unsearchable. 

 He gives power to the faint, 

  and strengthens the powerless. 

 Even youths will faint and be weary, 

  and the young will fall exhausted; 

 but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 

  they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

 they shall run and not be weary, 

  they shall walk and not faint.  

 

God’s story, your story. 
Thanks be to God!  

“Yours, Lord, is the Glory”  (vs 1&4)     ELW 849 

 

 

GOSPEL   Mark 1:29-39 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and 
Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they 
told him about her at once. He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever 
left her, and she began to serve them. 

That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And 
the whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with various 
diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because 
they knew him. 
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 In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and 
there he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they found him, they 
said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring 
towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” And 
he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out 
demons. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

SERMON  (In cooperation with our National Church and Synodical Bishops, today's sermon as part of 

the 2021 Epiphany Sermon Series, comes from Saskatchewan Bishop Sid Haugen.) 
 
HYMN of the DAY “God Whose Almighty Word”  (vs 1-3) ELW 673 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
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 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all people in need, praying, “Have mercy, O God.” 

Empowering God, we pray for all who serve in ministries of healing and wholeness, for 
hospital, hospice, and military chaplains, for those who serve in prison ministry, and for all who 
proclaim freedom and release in the name of Christ. That the church freely extend grace and 
be an instrument of healing and wholeness, let us pray.  

Have mercy, O God. 

Creating and everlasting God, you and you alone have created all that is good. That we may 
work for healing for the earth and all we’ve been given, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

All-knowing God, we pray for the leaders of the nations and all who serve in positions of 
authority. As COVID continues to wage war on lives and the economy, renew the strength of 
all who serve. That in times of hopelessness, they may find freedom in serving those most in 
need and put their trust in you, let us pray.       

Have mercy, O God. 

Loving God, You call us int o the world and into partnership with other churches and peoples.  

We pray for our Global Mission partners—the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the 

Holy Land; Iglesia Luterana del Peru; and Iglesia Evagelica Luterana Unida, Argentina; for the 

Global Mission Companion relationships of each of our Synods; and for the ongoing work and 

ministry of Canadian Lutheran world Relief, and the Lutheran World Federation.  Through our 

ministry of accompaniment, may your name be praised, your people strengthened in faith, and 

your love shared with the world in need.  Let us pray, Have mercy O God 

We pray for Myanmar, for protection of all its people in the midst of the violent overthrow of 

the government there.  Grant peace in all countries and nations.  We pray also for Brad 

Rathbun, heading to Kuwait for a 6 month tour with the armed forces.  For his wife Chelsea, 

and 9yr old twins, Astrid and Rory, and for 6 yr old Rhys.  Protect all who are at risk; who serve 

and work for freedom and justice in our world.  Let us pray, 
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 Have mercy O God 

Life-giving God, we pray for all wearied by life’s burdens: the poor, those lacking supportive 
relationships, those crushed by debt, those struggling with chronic pain or illness, those 
exhausted from overwork or stress, and all who cry out to you, especially Sharla, Debi, Renee, 
Marion, Arne, Eva, Olai and Suzy, Dave and Trudy, Lyle and Marlene, Olivia, Syd, Pastor Dick 
and Jan, Corrie, Patrick, Klaus, Shirley, Eowyn, Catherine, Grace, Lilian, Margaret, Clayton, 
Montgomery, Rosemary, Landon, Shellene, Elizabeth, Judy and Ron, and Miriam. That they 
find rest in you, O God, and be renewed in hope and strength, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the blessing of this community of faith. We pray for Cam, 
Lori, Ben and Ally Goater and Herman and Enid Gom, and those who serve on the Missional 
Team. We rejoice with Martha and Abraham and family on the birth of their son, and ask you 
to bless them and give them all they need. We give thanks for Church Council and all who serve 
in leadership positions, and for all who made worship possible today. Renewed and 
strengthened by your grace, O God, that may we faithfully witness to your goodness and serve 
you with joy, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Saviour.  

Amen 

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven,   
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,   
your will be done,      
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins,    

as we forgive those      
who sin against us;        

Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 
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BLESSING (Isaiah 40) 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
  The LORD is the everlasting God, 
   the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
  He does not faint or grow weary; 
   his understanding is unsearchable. 
  

 He gives power to the faint, 
   and strengthens the powerless. 
 May you wait for the LORD and renew your strength, 
 And the blessing of the everlasting God, Father, †Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 be upon you and remain with you always. 
 Amen. 
  

SENDING SONG   “May You Run and Not Be Weary”       W&P 97 
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SENDING 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. We will. 
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