
2-7-2021 - Worship Guide - Epiphany 5  (Zoom/ YouTube livestream)

Introduction
In Isaiah the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the stars also
strengthens the powerless. So in Jesus’ healing work we see the hand of the
creator God, lifting up the sick woman to health and service (diakonia). Like
Simon’s mother-in-law, we are lifted up and healed to serve. Following Jesus, we
strengthen the powerless; like Jesus, we seek to renew our own strength in quiet
times of prayer.

Welcome Please have a candle and Communion elements ready for worship.

Song: #715 “Christ, Be Our Light” vv. 1-2

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.

Refrain
Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has pow'r to save us.
Make us your living voice.  Refrain

Confession & Peace*
You share your love with every people;
we draw limits of race and creed.
Messiah have mercy
Messiah have mercy

You immerse yourself in love of life;
we hold back in fear and shame.
Christ have mercy
Christ have mercy

You change the water into wine;
we refuse to let our hearts be moved.
Messiah have mercy
Messiah have mercy

Christ has broken down the dividing wall that made us strangers to one another;
Christ has made us one humanity that God might be all in all;
Christ Jesus is our life, our hope, our peace.
Amen. Let God’s Peace flow through us.
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The peace of Jesus Christ be with you always.

Prayer of the Day*
God of fierce compassion, You name the forces of death in our hearts and
institutions and even in the holy places:
Lift from us the canopy of fear that feeds on repression and pushes away what it
cannot abide; go with us to dark and lonely places where we can learn again who
we are called to be; through Jesus Christ, the healer of creation. Amen.

Children’s Message

Hebrew Scripture: Isaiah 40�21-31 (Inclusive Version)
Did you not know?
Have you not heard?
Was it not told to you from the beginning?
Have you not understood since the earth was
founded?

22 YHWH sits above the vaulted roof of the world,
and its inhabitants look like grasshoppers!
God stretches out the skies like a curtain,
and spreads them out like a tent for mortals to live
under!

23 God reduces the privileged to nothing
and throws the rulers of the earth into chaos.

24 No sooner are they planted,
no sooner are they sown,
no sooner do they take root on earth,
than God blows on them and they wither,
and a storm wind sweeps them away like chaff.

25 “To whom can you liken me?
Who is my equal?” says the Holy One.

26 Lift up your eyes and ask yourself
who made these stars,
if not the One who drills them like an army,
calling each by name?
Because God is so great in strength,
so mighty in power,
not a single one is missing.

27 How can you say,
tribe of Leah and Rachel and Jacob,
“My destiny is hidden from YHWH,
my rights are ignored by my God?”

28 Do you not know? Have you not heard?
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YHWH is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.

This God does not faint or grow weary;
with a depth of understanding that is unsearchable.

29 God give strength to the weary,
and empowers the powerless.

30 Young women may grow tired and weary,
young men may stumble and fall,

31 but those who wait† for YHWH
find a renewed power:
they soar on eagles’ wings,
they run and don’t get weary,
they walk and never tire.

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word...  Thanks be to God

Verse:  Christ Be Our Light
Refrain
Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.

Gospel Reading: Mark 1�29-39 (Inclusive Version)
Upon leaving the synagogue, Jesus entered Simon’s and Andrew’s house with James
and John.

30 Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told Jesus
about her.

31 Jesus went over to her, took her by the hand and helped her up, and the fever
left her. Then she went about her work.

32 After sunset, as evening drew on, they brought to Jesus all who were ill and
possessed by demons. 33 Everyone in the town crowded around the door. 34 Jesus
healed many who were sick with different diseases, and cast out many demons.
But Jesus would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew who he was.

35 Rising early the next morning, Jesus went off to a lonely place in the desert
and prayed there. 36 Simon and some companions managed to find Jesus 37 and
said to him, “Everybody is looking for you!”

38 Jesus said to them, “Let us move on to the neighboring villages so that I may
proclaim the Good News there also. That is what I have come to do.” 39 So Jesus
went into their synagogues proclaiming the Good News and expelling demons
throughout the whole of Galilee.
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Holy Wisdom, Holy Word… Thanks be to God

Message

Song:  Christ Be Our Light vv 3-5
3 Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
shared until all are fed.  Refrain

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone.  Refrain

5 Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain

Creed of Epiphany

I believe in God, the creator of the universe,
who spoke, “Let there be light!” and there was light,
setting in motion all of creation and blessing it to this day.

I believe in Jesus Christ,
The light that shines in the darkness;
The darkness cannot overcome it.
He embodied humanity in the image of God,
And suffered for the greater good.
He atoned for our sins
And died on the cross for us,
God’s saving grace!

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The guiding light of God in our world.
Through his spirit, God conquers
The darkness of human sin,
Helps people grow and
Become the people they are meant to be.
I believe in the power of transformation,
Here in this world and in the world to come.
Amen.

Offering
● Text: to number 833-893-0362 text GIVE
● Website: www.slcmv.org and click on GIVE
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● Mail: Salem, 2529 N. Laventure Rd, Mt. Vernon, WA 98273
● THANK YOU to those who have been contributing offerings through one of

these methods. If you have not yet made the opportunity to give, every and any
amount makes a difference; so please consider submitting your offerings so
that we (together) continue to honor God and support Salem’s ministry &
mission.

Prayers of Intercession

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all people in need.

A brief silence.

For the church: for ministries of healing and wholeness, for hospital, hospice, and
military chaplains, for those serving in prison ministry, for all who proclaim freedom and
release in the name of Christ, let us pray.
God, in your compassion, hear our prayer.
For creation: for insects in the grass, clouds on the mountaintops, for cattle and the
rainwater they drink, for the humility to take our place among all creatures of the earth,
let us pray.
God, in your compassion, hear our prayer.
For the nations: for all who lead in cities and towns, states and countries; for community
organizers, school officials, and CEOs; for international health organizations, that in
times of trial, fear, or hopelessness, they find freedom in service to those most in need,
let us pray.
God, in your compassion, hear our prayer.
For all wearied by life’s burdens: for those who are poor, for those lacking supportive
relationships, for those crushed by debt, for those struggling with chronic pain or other
sickness, for those exhausted from overwork or stress, and for all who cry out to you, let
us pray.
God, in your compassion, hear our prayer.
For this congregation: for outreach and social ministries centered here (especially); for
parish nurses and visitors; for ministries of companionship and support, for the young
people in this place who open us to new understandings, let us pray.
God, in your compassion, hear our prayer.

For what or whom else do the people pray?
(Zoom users: Please unmute or use chat feature to offer your petitions)

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who were called by name and now rest from
their labors, that their lives serve as witnesses to the goodness of God, let us pray.
God, in your compassion, hear our prayer.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
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Holy Communion*
God be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to God.
We give thanks to God. Thank You God for Your grace.

We praise you, Go fo many names,
whose Spirit runs free through all the earth,
Whose image lies dep in every mortal soul.

In Your grace
Your Word is made known to every people,
calling forth the best they have to offer;
Your Beloved is immersed in the waters of creation
healing the chaos that floods our world;
Your Child is the host who offers new wine
changing hearts grown withered and cold.

Therefore we celebrate the rays of morning light
that bathe the world in glory and kindle a new song:

Holy:  #525 You Are Holy
You are holy, you are whole. You are always ever more than we ever understand.
You are always at hand.

Blessed are you coming near.
Blessed are you coming here to your church in wine and bread,
Raised from soil, raised from dead.

You are holy, you are wholeness, you are present.
Let the cosmos praise you, Lord!

Sing hosanna in the highest!
Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to our God!

Words of Institution

Christ’s Prayer (Inclusive)
We pray together in the Spirit that Jesus taught:
Our Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kin-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus.
Given and poured out for you.

The bread of life for all who hunger.

The cup of compassion for a broken world.
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Lamb of God: p., 174, Setting 7
O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.

Prayer after Communion*
God of the wedding feast,
we thank you for sharing with us
the abundance of your life:
In the beauty of humility
may we receive with joy
the stranger’s gift,
the water’s grace,
and the living wine of love’s desire.
Amen.

Announcements

Blessing:
May Christ, who draws the nations into God,
teach us to love our enemies;
May Christ, who enters the water of baptism,
lead us to die to all … but love;
May  Christ, who gives new wine for the world,
turn our bitterness into joy;
And the blessing of God +
Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit be with now and always.
Amen.

Song:  #787 “On Eagle's Wings”
1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,

who abide in this shadow for life,
say to the Lord: "My refuge,
my rock in whom I trust!"

Refrain
And he will raise you up on eagle's wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun,
and hold you in the palm of his hand.

2 The snare of the fowler will never capture you,
and famine will bring you no fear;
under God's wings your refuge,
with faithfulness your shield.  Refrain

3 You need not fear the terror of the night,
nor the arrow that flies by day;
though thousands fall about you,
near you it shall not come.  Refrain
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4 For to the angels God's given a command
to guard you in all of your ways;
upon their hands they will bear you up,
lest you dash your foot against a stone.

Final refrain
And he will raise you up on eagle's wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun,
and hold you in the palm of his hand;
and hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand.

Dismissal
Go in peace. God is with you in every time and space. Thanks be to God.

Coffee Hour follows after Worship.
___________
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