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PASTOR’S LETTER 
 

          The 117th Congress has begun.  With that as my opening statement you might presume 
that I’m going to write about politics, but you would be wrong if you did.  No, what I actually 
wanted to share was how many members of the 117th Congress are Lutheran.  We sometimes 
have an aversion to the mix of politics and religion, which is not a bad thing, but it keeps us 
from thinking about how our faith, not religion, influences our political ideology.  And it does or 
should, because our faith touches on every aspect of our lives. But that doesn’t mean that we 
attempt to impose our beliefs on others; it means that we participate in politics for the good of 
all of God’s children.   
           And I am proud that there are 24 Lutherans in Congress.  And as you will see from the 
list, they are both Democrats and Republicans.  Join me in keeping them in prayer that they 
remember all they have learned and hopefully continue to learn as Lutherans.  And that whether 
they are red or blue in their political leanings, that they work in their way, as we all do, for the 
kingdom of God. 
          These are the Lutherans who will serve our country in this new Congress.  Some are 
members of the ELCA, some the Missouri Synod, some the Wisconsin Synod, and others are 
‘self-described’ Lutherans. 
 

In the Senate: 
Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa   Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-Ore  Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio 
Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Wis    Sen. Cynthia Lummis, R-Wy  Sen. Martin Heinrich, D-NM 
 

House of Representatives 
Rep. John Carter, R-Tx   Rep. Zoe Lofgren, D-Calif.  Rep. Ed Perlmutter, D-Colo      
Rep. Scott Peters, D-Calif        Rep. Lloyd Smucker, R-Pa  Rep. Angie Craig, D-Minn 
Rep. Jack Bergman, R-Mich Rep. Tracey Mann, R-Kan Rep. Kelly Armstrong, R-ND 
Rep. Ron Estes, R-Kan   Rep. David Trone, D-MD    Rep. Donald Norcross, D-NJ   
Rep. Larry Bucshon, R-Ind  Rep. Ron Kind, D-Wis   Rep. Jim Hagedorn, R-Minn 
Rep. Chellie Pingree, D-Maine   Rep. Glenn Grothman, R-Wis  
U.S. Delegate Stacey Plaskett, D-V.I.  
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Sandra 
 

Pastor’s Letter 1 

Announcements 2 

News 

 

3 

Information 4 

Calendar 

 

5 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENT 
 

For Ash Wednesday (Feb. 17) there will be a prerecorded service available on our website, and links will also be emailed 
out.  In addition, we will have distribution of ashes in person by drive-thru at the church. Just drive right up in front of 
the sanctuary doors.  All precautions will be observed: please wear your mask, and Pastor Sandra and Deacon Intern Lisa 
will wear masks.  You may come anytime during the distribution times. 

Ash distribution times are as follows: 11:30am-1:00 pm AND 5:00-6:30 pm 
 

For Wednesdays in Lent there will be a Zoom service/Bible study at 7:00 pm.  Each week we will watch a short video by a 
theologian and have some conversation around that video.  Links will be sent out each week, but will be the same each 
week: Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85036065867    Meeting ID: 850 3606 5867 
 

And for on your own- We will also make available something for you to do on your own if you cannot or choose not to 
participate in the Wednesday Zoom worship.  We will email it out, or you can pick it up at the office or in the Narthex.   
 

Deacon Intern Lisa is also preparing a devotional book with writings from our own members.  There is more information 
about participating in writing for it this newsletter.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85036065867
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VIRTUAL BABY SHOWER 
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20 AT 1 P.M. 
ON BOTH ZOOM AND GOOGLE DUO! 

(LINKS WILL BE EMAILED OUT) 
 

Paige and Frank have a gift registry at 
Babylist.com 

 
You can purchase on the site or get the 
gift elsewhere and check off that you 

have purchased it. 
 

Gifts can either be dropped off at the 
office or sent directly to the couple. 

NOTE: Disposable diapers are always a 
good gift! 

 
ALSO 

The Fellowship Team is asking for your 
words of parenting wisdom. 

Please send your advice to Kirsten 
Mangin (kroller@gmail.com) 

 

 

INTERN CORNER 
By Deacon Intern Lisa Diana 

 
 

Finding 
Mary Moments 

in a 
Martha World 

 
 

Are you a Mary or are you a Martha?  In the biblical story of Mary and Martha, Jesus comes to the two sisters’ 
house and while Martha is busy making all the preparations, Mary is sitting at Jesus’ feet listening to Jesus along with 
the other disciples.  Martha demands that Jesus tell Mary to help her.  But, Jesus chastises Martha, saying that she is 
worried and distracted by too many things, and few things are needed—in fact, only one thing is needed, which Mary has 
chosen.  He will not take this away from Mary.  How many times do we find ourselves so busy with tasks that we forget 
to sit at the feet of Jesus?  We all are Martha and we all are Mary.  Sometimes we find ourselves busy with many things, 
other times we are able to find the time to sit with Jesus.  And, both of these things are important.  In my last newsletter 
article, I talked about how I had been helping an immigrant family from Angola.  I’ve been busy helping them with 
groceries and doctor’s appointments and haircuts.  Since I don’t speak Portuguese, I have had to use the translator app on 
my phone.  This takes a little longer, but it helps me communicate with them.  I’ve also discovered there is a language 
beyond words that is non-verbal and is found in gestures such as a smile or just being present to one another.  When I 
was helping them with preparations to go to the airport a few days ago, along with 2 other volunteers, I found myself 
mesmerized by their twin boys who were laying on the couch.  One of them was looking right at me and smiling.  Amidst 
all of the trip preparations, this was a Mary moment.  And, I knew that it was more important.   
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Birthdays: 

 Randy Stephenson, 2/15 

 Alice Little, 2/17 

 Elizabeth Miller, 2/23 
 
Anniversaries: 

 None 
 

 

FEBRUARY WORSHIP 
 

We will continue to worship 
remotely at least until the first 

council meeting of 2021 on 
February 21. 

 

 
A MESSAGE FROM LUTHERAN CAMPUS 

MINISTRY OF SAN ANTONIO 
 

Thank you so much for last year’s donation of 
$259.86! Your donation helps Lutheran Campus 

Ministry reach out to college students all over the 
city of San Antonio with care, support, friendship, 

meals and service opportunities. Our goal, to 
positively impact the lives of students with God’s 
love AND the love of a faith community, is made 

possible by donors such as you.  

 
CAM DONATIONS 

FOR FEBRUARY 
 

SOUP 
MAC AND CHEESE 

 
SOULS FOR SOLES 

Donate like-new shoes for all 
ages and sizes, and CAM will 

pass them to the Soles for 
Soles Program. 

 
GIVING STATEMENTS 

 

These have been sent 

out. If you don’t receive 

yours, please contact us!  

 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES ON SUNDAYS  
Our Assistant Deacon Lisa Diana leads a Zoom Bible Hour at 11 a.m. on Sundays! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85081692092 Questions? Email Lisa at lisa.diana1968@gmail.com.   
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Frieda Atkinson, DeWitt Atkinson, Bob French, Donald Leonard, Edna Hacker, 
Alice Little, Marion Schroeder, Karen French, Faye Randow, Jolanda Wood, Scott Dittloff,  

Francis Laubach, Anita Carroll, Janelle Kinsel, Marta Yanez, and Our Military, particularly Christian 
Alaniz, Michael Foglio, Jordan Bielfeldt, and all of our veterans. 

 

 

 

The Ninth Annual Gift of Faith Gala 
will be raising funds for our Campership program and 
to keep camp affordable for all. 
 

Mark your calendars for March 13, 2021 and enjoy an 
opportunity to participate in making camp happen for 
generations to come! 
 

More information about the Gift of Faith Gala will be 
coming in the following weeks so be on the look out! 
 

If you would be interested in helping to underwrite or 
sponsor the event, please contact Jessica 
at jessica@crosstrails.org 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85081692092
mailto:lisa.diana1968@gmail.com
mailto:jessica@crosstrails.org
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2021 HOP MINISTRY PROJECT: A Message from Our Ministry Team 
 

As was mentioned by Lisa Diana, the HOP ministry team is asking for your help to prepare Lutheran World Relief Care 
Kits. This is a service project that is aimed towards helping communities throughout the world who are suffering after 
disasters, conflict, and poverty. This is a tangible way that we can offer support for those in need. These kits can be 
assembled in your home and brought to HoP for packaging and mailing. The time frame for this project will be February 
1, 2021 through Easter Sunday. The committee has set a goal of 50 kits. Please consider helping us attain this goal. 

There are four different kits to choose from: 
         Personal CARE Kit 
         Baby CARE Kit 
         School Kit 
         Fabric Kit 

Items needed for each kit can be found at the bottom of this article. Thanking you in advance for helping us reach out to 
those who are suffering and express love to our neighbors far away who desperately need our help.          
 

This is the general list of contents for each kit.  More specific instructions for each, including how to package it up, can be 
found on the church website, hoplcsa.org (go to the ministry page; the specific link is 
https://www.hoplcsa.org/ministries/lwr-care-kits  ).  Also on the website are suggestions for where to find the 
drawstring bags or how to make them.  You can also find instructions for making baby sleepers out of t-shirts.  If you are 
not able to go to the website, contact the office and we can email the information. 
 

School Kits 
 4- 70 sheet notebooks of wide or college rule paper (8”x10½”). No loose leaf paper. 

 30 centimeter ruler (can have inches on one side). 

 1 pencil sharpener 

 1 pair of blunt scissors 
 5 unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 

 5 black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 

 1- 2½” eraser 

 1 sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag (no standard backpacks) 
 

Personal Care Kits 
 1 lightweight bath size towel  

 2 or 3 bath size bars of soap (8-9 oz in original packaging) 

 1 adult size toothbrush 

 1 sturdy comb 

 1 metal nail clipper 
 

Baby Care Kits 
 2 lightweight cotton t shirts (no onesies) 

 2 long or short sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet) 

 2 receiving blankets 

 4 cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 
 1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood or a baby cap 

 2 pairs of socks 
 1 hand towel 

 2 or 3 bath size bars of gentle soap (8-9 oz in original wrapping) 
 2 diaper pins or large safety pins 

 

Fabric Kits 
 2 spools of neutral colored, general purpose thread, 250-300 yards each 

 2 pieces of cotton or cotton blend fabric.  See the instructions online for specific sizes. 
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FEBRUARY 2021 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

     
FELLOWSHIP 
HAPPY HOUR 

6:30 PM 
 

 

 
 

 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

 

Worship:  
At 6 a.m., a link will be 

sent to the virtual 
service. 

 
11:00 Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 

 

    
 
 

  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

 
Happy 

St. Valentines Day 
 

Worship:  
At 6 a.m., a link will be 

sent to the virtual 
service. 

 

11:00 Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom  

   
ASH 

WEDNESDAY 
 
Ash distribution 
times:  
11:30am-1:00 pm 
AND  
5:00-6:30 pm 

 

 
FELLOWSHIP 
HAPPY HOUR 

6:30 PM 

  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
 

Worship:  
At 6 a.m., a link will be 

sent to the virtual 
service. 

 

11:00 Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom  

 
COUNCIL MEETING 

   
LENTEN ZOOM 
WORSHIP 7 PM 

 
 

  

28       
 

Worship:  
At 6 a.m., a link will be 

sent to the virtual 
service. 

 

11:00 Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 
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HOUSE OF PRAYER  
houseofprayerlutheranchurch@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/hoplcsa/ 
www.hoplcsa.org 

(210) 696-1194 
 

Worship depends on quarantine restrictions and can 
be viewed on our website. Office hours are Tuesday 

through Friday, from 3:00 – 5:30 p.m.; for emergencies, 
please call Pastor Sandra at 210-248-7837. 

 

Reverend Sandra Leifeste 
Dick Thackston, Congregation President 

Marcus Trejo, Vice President 
Jenifer Larson, Treasurer 

Shirley Vasquez, Member @ Large 
Dave Johnson, Personnel 

Worship Team, TBD 
Emmie Lou Schwarzer, Ministry Team 

Eva Poblano, Fellowship 
Roberta Hanes, Stewardship 

Bob French, Property 
Jennifer Alaniz, CIELO Ministries 

  

 
HOUSE OF PRAYER LUTHERAN CHURCH  
10226 IRONSIDE  
SAN ANTONIO TX  78230  
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
DATED MATERIAL                                                                              
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 
 
 
 

 

mailto:houseofprayerlutheranchurch@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/hoplcsa/
http://www.hoplcsa.org/

