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Introduction 

A great time to talk about love. 

 

Love applied to the matter of forgiveness. 

 

We all experience offense (and cause offense)  

Luke 17:1-4 

 

The world works by merit because this is God’s law 

 

True forgiveness is unique to the Christian faith.  

 

How to live a life of forgiveness 

1. Accept the reality of the cost of an offense 

2. Extend God’s Forgiveness 

3. Give the Offense over to Jesus 

a. Trust Him for Justice 

b. Trust Him for Blessing 

 

What about reconciliation? 

Note Matthew 5:23, 24 

Steps to Reconciliation 

1. A conversation about the offense 

a. Offender comes to you 

b. You go to the Offender 

2. Bless and Pray for the Offender 

 

Examples of Forgiveness 

 

Do you need forgiveness? 

• From God 

• From another person? 

 

Do you need to extend forgiveness? 

Discussion Questions based on Ephesians 4:17-32 

 

1. Why is the subject of forgiveness so relevant to our lives 

in general or your own life in particular? 

 

2. Read Ephesians 4:17-32 What stands out to you in this 

passage? Why does unforgiveness in our lives grieve the 

Holy Spirit? 

 

3. Discuss the idea that forgiveness is unique to the 

Christian faith. Do you agree? Why? 

 

4. How is forgiveness related to true worship (Matthew 

5:23, 24)? 

 

5. In order to forgive, why is it important to acknowledge 

the cost of an offense?  What do you have to do in your 

heart to truly forgive another person? How can 

forgiveness of someone turn into a blessing? Have you 

experienced this? 

 

6. What are the essential elements of reconciliation with 

someone who has been estranged from you? 

 

7. What should you do if a person doesn’t want to 

reconcile? 

 

8. If possible, share what you have learned about 

forgiveness from your own experience.  

 

Pray for one another according to needs expressed on this 

subject. Pray for the church body to walk in the spirit of 

forgiveness. Pray in expectation for other needs expressed.   


