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Welcome 

☩  A warm welcome to all:   We are so thankful that the session and Board of Deacons of the OPC 
in Bohemia, are letting us use their facility so that we can gather for worship, instruction, and 
fellowship.  Until we are able to gather again in a facility in Deer Park, we will be meeting at the 
Bohemia facility on the Lord’s Days at 1:00 p.m..  We are made to gather together as God’s people 
and we rejoice that, despite the lockdown of so many establishments, we are blessed to enjoy this 
aspect of our corporate life as the people of God.  Praise the Lord!

☩  Today’s Sunday Schedule:

1:00 p.m.  Worship/Outreach

2:30 p.m. Haven Annual Congregational Meeting

3:00 p.m.  Haven Food and Fellowship:  We invite all of you to join with us today our 
Lord’s Day feast,   (Havenites:  Speak with Mary Vaeth to let her know the Sundays you can be 
host/hostess for our weekly food and fellowship time.) Please note that we are following sanitation 
protocols for this.  Ask one of the officers if you would like a copy of these.    

☩ Outreach Update: For various reasons related to people’s fears during the pandemic, limitations 
on gatherings, and physical distancing, your officers  and the OPC Bohemia session. agreed it 
would not be wise to do door to door outreach in Bohemia at this time.  We urge you to be doing 
personal outreach to friends, family, and neighbors taking these fears into account and making use 
of evangelistic literature as an extension of your personal witness to others. 

☩ Social Distancing, Personal Hygiene, and Sanitation:   Be sure to honor social distancing 
guidelines and always use reasonable precautions to protect those around you from unnecessary 
exposure to COVID-19 or any other infectious disease.   It’s important to honor these not only in the 
sanctuary during our worship, but also downstairs for our food and fellowship times.

☩   Announcement Page:  You’ll find this purposely placed after the liturgy pages of our weekly 
bulletin.  This page include things for you to do to serve Christ as you “Go forth in peace to love and 
serve those around you  - in Jesus’ Name.”  It’s not enough to gather for worship.  We are meant to go 
forth demonstrating our faith by our works!  

☩  The concept of "covenant renewal" is beautifully introduced in our Directory for Public 
Worship: "The triune God assembles his covenant people for public worship in order to manifest and renew 
their covenant bond with him and one another. The Holy Spirit engages them and draws them into the 
Father’s presence as a living sacrifice in Christ. God himself has fellowship with them, strengthening and 
guiding them for life in his presence and service in his kingdom." 

☩  Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®). Copyrighted 
music reprinted under CCLI #11435067.
 
☩  The Haven, OPC is a congregation of the Presbytery of Connecticut and Southern New York,   
Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC).  For more information on the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church:  www.opc.org   For more information about this church, visit our website:  
www.thehavenli.com 

http://www.opc.org
http://www.thehavenli.com


Worship/Outreach
The Lord’s Day — Sunday, January 31, 2021

Worship 1:00 p.m. 
Preparation for Worship:  Psalm 83:1-18

THE LORD OUR GOD CALLS US 

Salutation: 

Pastor: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for our sins in order to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our 
God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever. 

People: Amen!

†Call to Worship: Psalm 93:1-5

Pastor:    The Lord reigns!  He is robed in majesty!

People:  The Lord is robed - He has put on strength as His belt!

Pastor:    Yes, the world is established! It shall never be moved!

People:   Your throne is established from of old.  You are from everlasting!

Pastor:  The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted up their voice!

People:  The floods have lifted up their roaring!

Pastor:   Mightier than the thunders of many waters!

People:  The floods have lifted up their roaring!

Pastor:  Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the waves of the sea

People:  The Lord on high is mighty!

All:  Your decrees are very trustworthy.  Holiness befits your house,  O Lord, forevermore. 

† Opening Psalm of Praise:“The Lord Reigns Over All”    (Psalm 93, TPH) 
 (turn to next page)
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†Greeting
Pastor:  The Lord be with you!

People:  And also with you!
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord

People:  Who made heaven and earth!

†Opening Prayer
People:  Amen!

The Lord Our God Cleanses Us

Meditation:  The Second Commandment of the Law of God
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image…You shall not bow down to them or 

serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God…”  (Exodus 20:4-6)

Confession of Sin:  Begin with your personal confession before God

Corporate Confession: Our loving God who is jealous for us with everlasting love: We 
are amazed at your love for us.  Our sin that attaches to us from our first parents makes 
us unlovely.  Our  sins that we commit defile us and make us even more undesirable.  Yet 
you love us so much that you gave your Son to provide perfect righteiousness to cover 
our moral ugliness; and you gave Him to shed His blood to wash away all that defiles us.   
Forgive us when we go after those things that tempt us to turn away from You.   Don’t 
turn away from us in your displeasure.  Continue to draw us to yourself by the beauty of 
the lover of our souls, Jesus Christ.  May we keep ourselves in His love even as you work 
in us to see His loveliness as the Altogether Desirable One.  Amen. 

    †Assurance of Pardon:  Psalm 103:8-14

People: Hallelujah!  Thanks be to God!

†Our response of faith and repentance:    “His Mercy is More”  
       (Turn to next page)   

3



4



The Lord Our God Consecrates Us 

Old Covenant Reading:  Proverbs 5:1-6

1 My son, be attentive to my wisdom;  incline your ear to my understanding, 
      2 that you may keep discretion,  and your lips may guard knowledge. 

      3 For the lips of a forbidden woman drip honey,  and her speech is smoother than 
oil,  4 but in the end she is bitter as wormwood,  sharp as a two-edged sword. 

      5 Her feet go down to death;  her steps follow the path to Sheol; 
      6 she does not ponder the path of life;  her ways wander, and she does not know it.

New Covenant Reading:  Mark 7:1-13

1 Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, with some of the scribes who had 
come from Jerusalem, 2  they saw that some of his disciples ate with hands that were 
defiled, that is, unwashed. 3 (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they 
wash their hands properly, holding to the tradition of the elders, 4 and when they come 
from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other 
traditions that they observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and copper vessels 
and dining couches.) 5 And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your 
disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 

6 And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is 
written, 

      “ ‘This people honors me with their lips, 
      but their heart is far from me; 
      7 in vain do they worship me, 

      teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ 
8 You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.”

9 He said to them, “All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you 
may keep your tradition. 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, 
‘He who curses father or mother, let him be put to death.’ 11 But you say, ‘If a man says 
to his father or mother, “Whatever profit you might have received from me is 
Corban”—’ (that is, a gift to God), 12  then you no longer let him do anything for his 
father or his mother, 13 making the word of God of no effect through your tradition 
which you have handed down. And many such things you do.”
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Pastor:  The grass withers,…the flowers fade away; but the word 
of our God will stand forever!

People: Hallelujah!  Thanks be to God!

†Confession of Faith:

The Heidelberg Catechism - Third Section  

Gratitude Lord’s Day 51

Q. 126.   What does the fifth request (of the Lord’s Prayer) mean?

A. “And forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors” 
means: Because of Christ’s blood, do not hold against us, 
poor sinners that we are, any of the sins we do or the evil 
that constantly clings to us.  Forgive us just as we are fully 
determined, as evidence of your grace in us, to forgive our 
neighbors.

†We Prepare Our Hearts for the Word of God Preached:  

Hymn of Preparation for the Word of God Preached: 
“How Firm a Foundation!”   (TPH, #243) 

(Turn to next page)
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Pastor: Prayer for Understanding and for Transformation
People: Amen!

Sermon:   “Traditions and TRADITIONS”

PASTOR: Prayer for Blessing on the Word of God Preached
People: Amen!

Worship through Tithes and Offering

†Pastoral Prayer (followed by the Lord’s Prayer with hands raised)
All: Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from the Evil One. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever.   Amen! 

The Lord Our God Communes With Us 

Meditation.  Lord’s Supper Celebration
Heads of households, come forward to receive the elements for your household. Enjoy 

communion with one another while the elements are being distributed.
Prayer of Thanksgiving                     People: Amen!

Closing Psalm: “The Doxology” (TPH # 570)
(turn to next page)

The Lord Our God Commissions Us 
†[Hands Raised] Benediction 

People: Amen! 

Go forth in peace to love and serve those around you - in Jesus’ Name
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Announcements
☩ Haven Hope Givers:  That’s our ministry of reaching out by cards and notes to inmates who have 
learned about (and pray for) The Haven, OPC.   Send a message of Gospel hope to:  Mr. Darren 
Emanuel, #03A2176, Fishkill Correctional Facility, POB 1245, Beacon, NY 12508 & Mr. Arthur F. 
Tomlinson #12B1623, Eastern New York Correctional Facility, PO Box 338, Napanoch, NY 12458.    
Also: Encourage Darren’s wife, Kim:  Send her a card and note to let her know that you are praying 
both for Darren and for her:  Mrs. Kim Emanuel, 76-34 162 St., Fresh Meadows, Queens, NY 11366.

☩ Also:  Sympathy/Thinking of You/Praying for You Card/Note:  Greg and Anne Prial were the 
parents of Lieutentant Danny Prial, the NY National Guardsman who was one of three officers killed 
in the Black Hawk helicopeter crash near Rochester, NY on Wednesday evening, January 13.   
Lieutentant Prial was Mary Vaeth’s nephew.  The Prials would appreciate a card or note from you as 
part of The Haven:  Mr. & Mrs. Greg Prial,  Mr. & Mrs. Greg (Anne) Prial, 15 South Lynn, Warwick, 
NY  10990.  Be instruments of Christ’s comfort to them. 

☩And a Note to Helen Bagnato (missionary teacher in Thailand:  0987779926  Office 22/30 Moo 4 
Tamboon. Thani. Ana Boutique Mansion 408/Sukhothai, /Mueang Sukhothai, 64000  Thailand. (E 
mails are good, but Missionaries love to get mail from home!)

☩  Phone Numbers  and E mail Addresses of The Haven Officers: 
Pastor Bill: (516) 581-5242 W Shishko@gmail.com 
Elder Jimmy Brewer: (516) 250-8953 JBrewer930@gmail.com
Elder John Vaeth: (631) 561-7392   ChefJohnV1@gmail.com
Deacon Paul Toto: (516) 459-6814 Paul.toto@idserve.com

☩  Zoom Prayer Meeting, Wednesdays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.  This is now a weekly part of our Haven life.   
After a few minutes to  mention updates and new prayer requests, we spend the remaining time in 

prayer.  We also periodically have guests for whom we have been praying.  Plan to join us!
Haven Midweek Zoom Prayer Meeting:  Wednesdays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Join the meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2614159951  or dial (646) 558 8656     

☩  Haven Food and Fellowship:   Speak with Mary Vaeth to let her know the Sundays you can be 
host/hostess for our weekly food and fellowship time.   Here’s the schedule for the next few weeks:

Today:   Shishkos
02/07:   Vaeths

☩ Today’s Sermon will be available by Monday evening on sermonaudio.com at “The Haven, OPC” 
site (Search The Haven, OPC)  Also available from our own website www.thehavenli.com  

☩ Giving Last Sunday:  General Fund:   $1,698.  (2021 weekly. budget:  $1,904.)   
Misc. Income:    $  250.

☩ Giving to The Haven:  Until we get a new bank account with our official name “The Haven at 
Deer Park, Inc.” please continue to make your checks payable to The Haven, OPC, LL
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The Haven Heart to Heart
Pastor Bill answers your questions about the Bible, Christian doctrine and life, ethical questions, 

and  The Haven, OPC and its ministry

Question:  Is The Haven, OPC Calvinist?  I’ve been told that Calvinism is dangerous - even that 
it’s a heresy.  Is that wrong?  
Pastor Bill responds (pt. 2, continued from last week):  

Yes, The Haven, OPC is committed to what is often called “Calvinism” (also known as 
“The Reformed Faith” or “The Doctrines of Grace”).  And, far from being heretical, “Calvinism” 
represents the “whole counsel of God” as taught in the Scriptures.  (As a church, we are 
committed to The Westminster Confession of Faith as our doctrinal standard.  You can read it 
here:  https://opc.org/wcf.html ) 

But why do some people think that Calvinism is “dangerous”? I think there are two 
primary reasons:

1.  People think (mistakenly) that an emphasis on the sovereignty of God will take away 
a person’s sense of personal responsibility and make that person passive rather than active.  
However, God’s sovereignty does not cancel out human responsibility.  In what ultimately, is a 
great mystery to us, God has ordained that we be responsible creatures as those made in his 
image.  We think, eat, work, talk, and do everything in life as responsible creatures.  It’s helpful 
to think of two circles and divine mathematics:  In one circle, God is 100% sovereign.  In the 
other circle, human beings are 100% responsible.  We believe and live in both circles.  Only that 
view does justice to all of the biblical data - which teaches both God’s sovereignty and man’s 
responsibility (see Ephesians 2:8-10, and Philippians 2:12,13 for a couple of examples.)

2.  People think (also mistakenly) that an emphasis on God’s sovereign election - from 
before the world was made - of those who will be saved, cf. Ephesians 1:3-6, will quench a zeal 
for earnest evangelism that genuinely seeks the salvation of the lost.  Sadly, the doctrine of 
election could be used as an excuse not to do evangelism; but the problem in that case is not 
with the doctrine of election, but with a blameworthy misuse of the doctrine by people who are 
trying to make an excuse for not doing evangelism.  Keep point #1 above in mind:  God is 
completely sovereign, e.g. in election, but human beings are completely responsible, e.g. to tell 
others the Gospel and to earnestly call them to repentance and faith in Christ, e.g. II Corinthians 
5:20,21 - which especially applies to Christian ministers.  In fact, the doctrine of election is 
meant to be an encouragement to evangelism.  Because people are, by nature, dead in trespasses 
and sins (Ephesians 2:1), no one would be saved if God had not chosen a multitude that no 
person can number (Revelation 7:9) to that end.  But God has chosen many to be delivered from 
sin and death.  We don’t know who they are (and no person has a right to believe that he or she 
is not elect), so we present the Gospel and Christ’s invitation to come to himself (Matthew 
11:28-30) to all people, praying that the Lord will save them by his sovereign grace.  I love the 
way our son, Pastor Jon Shishko, puts it:  “We need to see everyone as either a Christian or as a 
NYC - Not Yet Christian!”   Prayerfully present the Gospel to everyone in the best way that you 
can, knowing that the Lord WILL save his elect ones, in his perfect time and in his perfect way.
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MY NOTES ON TODAY’S SERMON

“Traditions and TRADITIONS”
(Mark 7:1-13)
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