
Prayers of Great Church Leaders of the Past

St Irenaeus of Lyons (130–202 AD)
I appeal to you, Lord, God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob and Israel, You the Father of our

Lord Jesus Christ. Infinitely merciful as You are, it is Your will that we should learn to know You.
You made heaven and earth, You rule supreme over all that is. You are the true, the only God;
there is no other god above You.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ…and the gifts of the Holy Spirit, grant that all who read what I have
written here, may know You, because You alone are God; let them draw strength from You;
keep them from all teaching that is heretical, irreligious or godless.

St Clement of Alexandria (150–215 AD)
Be kind to Your little children, Lord; that is what we ask of You as their Tutor, You the Father, Israel’s

guide; Son, yes, but Father as well. Grant that by doing what You told us to do, we may achieve
a faithful likeness to the Image and, as far as is possible for us, may find in You a good God and
a lenient Judge.

May we all live in the peace that comes from You. May we journey towards Your city, sailing through
the waters of sin untouched by the waves, borne tranquilly along by the Holy Spirit, Your
Wisdom beyond all telling. Night and day until the last day of all, may our praises give You
thanks, our thanksgiving praise You: You who alone are both Father and Son, Son and Father,
the Son who is our Tutor and our Teacher, together with the Holy Spirit.

Origen of Alexandria (184–253 AD)
Let us pray that Jesus may reign over us and that our land may be at peace-i.e., that our bodies may be

free from the assaults of fleshly desires. When these have ceased, we shall be able to rest,
beneath our vines, our fig-trees and our olives.

Father, Son and Holy Spirit will shelter us as we rest, our peace of mind and body once recovered.
Glory to God the eternal, age after age. Amen.

St Ambrose of Milan (337–397 AD)
O Lord, who has mercy upon all, take away from me my sins,
and mercifully kindle in me the fire of Your Holy Spirit.
Take away from me the heart of stone,
and give me a heart of flesh,
a heart to love and adore You,
a heart to delight in You,
to follow and to enjoy You,
for Christ’s sake.

St Francis of Assisi (1182-1226 AD)
Lord make Me an instrument of Your peace
Where there is hatred let me sow love.
Where there is injury, pardon.
Where there is doubt, faith.
Where there is despair, hope.
Where there is darkness, light.
Where there is sadness joy.
O Divine master grant that I may
Not so much seek to be consoled as to console
To be understood, as to understand.
To be loved. as to love
For it's in giving that we receive
And it's in pardoning that we are pardoned
And it's in dying that we are born.
To eternal life. Amen.


