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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 
Sunday School & Bible Class: 11:30 AM 

Church Office: (239) 694-3878 

E-Mail: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Karl P. Glander, Pastor 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: (239) 293-1489 
Pastor’s E-Mail Address: 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 
Linda Kirsch, Church Secretary 

 
Welcome to Bethlehem!  

 

A very blessed Christmas to all who come to 
worship the Christ Child. Tonight, we celebrate the 

birth of Jesus, the incarnation of our Lord and 

Savior: in a manger in Bethlehem, in the Word of 
proclamation, in the sacrament of Holy 

Communion, and in our hearts as we take him into 
the world. In this hour we gather by the manger in 
awe and adore him as the infant God and King. 

mailto:pastorkarlglander@gmail.com
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PRAYER: O Lord, through Your angels you bid 

poor shepherds of the field not to fear but rejoice 

that Christ the Savior was born. Drive away all fear 
from our hearts and stir up in us this true joy, that, 
though here on earth we may be despised, 

miserable, poor, and suffering, we may 
nevertheless be comforted and rejoice that we 

have Your dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
for our sake became man, that He might defend 

us from death and every evil. Amen. 
 
ATTENDING COMMUNION AT 
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN  
The Lord’s Supper was established as a 

meal of fellowship and confession. In this meal, we 

confess together our one faith in Christ and our 

Confessions, especially the doctrine set forth in 
Luther’s Small Catechism. Therefore, those who 

are not one in membership in The Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod are asked to speak with 

the pastor or one of the elders. 
 

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2020 
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PRELUDE 
 

T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 
 

379 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 
(Stanzas 1, ref, 2–3) 

 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him 

Born the king of angels: Refrain 

 

ref O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
    Christ the Lord! 

 

2 Highest, most holy, 
Light of Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
Son of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
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3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 
In the highest: Refrain 

 
(please rise) 

 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 
faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-
examination.) 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
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C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 
by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
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INTROIT                                                   Psalm 96 
Worship in the Splendor of Holiness 

P Oh sing to the LORD a new song; 

 sing to the LORD, all the earth! 
 

C Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 
 tell of his salvation from day to day. 

 

P Declare his glory among the nations, 

 his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
 

C For great is the LORD, and greatly to be 
praised; 
 he is to be feared above all gods. 
 

P For all the gods of the peoples are worthless 

idols, 
 but the LORD made the heavens. 
 

C Splendor and majesty are before him; 
 strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
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P Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 

 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 
 

C Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering and come into his courts! 
 

P Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 

 tremble before him, all the earth! 
 

C Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! 
 Yes, the world is established; it shall never be 
moved; 
 he will judge the peoples with equity.” 
 

P Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth 

rejoice; 
 let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

  

C let the field exult, and everything in it! 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for 
joy 
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P before the LORD, for he comes, 

 for he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness, 

 and the peoples in his faithfulness. 

(please rise) 
KYRIE 

 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-
being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here 
their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

368 ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 

    Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, 

    Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain 

 

ref Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

    Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

    Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain 
 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
    Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
    Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make this most holy night to shine 

with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that 
as we have known the mysteries of that Light on 

earth we may also come to the fullness of His 

joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING             Isaiah 9:2–7 

 

2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
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3You have multiplied the nation; 

 you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 

 the rod of his oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle 
tumult 

 and every garment rolled in blood 

 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
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 from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                            Titus 2:11–14 
  
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 

salvation for all people, 12training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-

controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 

age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing 

of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us 
from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a 
people for his own possession who are zealous for 

good works. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

(please rise) 
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♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ 
 

C Alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                   Luke 2:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

The Birth of Jesus Christ 

 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar 

Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2This was the first registration when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, 

each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, 

to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of 

David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, 
who was with child. 6And while they were there, 
the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
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swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 

The Shepherds and the Angels 

 8And in the same region there were shepherds 
out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to 

them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 

of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a 

sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 

swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 

the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest, 

 and on earth peace among those with whom 
he is pleased!” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(please be seated) 



15 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
 

387 JOY TO THE WORLD 
 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as, far as the curse is found. 
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4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 

SERMON       
"Keep Christ in Christmas"       

. . . Pastor Karl 
 

(please rise) 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
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     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P   Lord, in Your mercy 

C   Hear our prayer. 
  

(please be seated) 
 
OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫  
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(please rise) 
 

805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 
BLESSINGS FLOW 

 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

T Service of the Sacrament T 

The Words of Our Lord 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach 

us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
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          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 
you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
THE READING OF... 

John 1:1-5 

 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word  
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was  
with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things  
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were made; without him nothing was made that  

has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was  

the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the  
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

The Lighting of the Individual Candles 
(Please keep the lighted candle upright... tilt 

the unlighted candle to the upright 
lighted candle... lift the candles higher during 

each successive verse while singing 
"Silent Night") 
 

CLOSING HYMN 
 

363 SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT 
(Stanzas 1–3) 

1 Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
2 Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 
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Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

3 Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 

(Please extinguish your candle and put it in the 
baskets as you leave.) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

BLESSINGS TO EVERYONE ON THIS 
WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS EVE.  

GO PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS —  
CHRIST THE SAVIOR IS BORN!! 
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We would like to express our sincere appreciation for all 

of those that made our church so festive for this 

Christmas season. Thank you to those who have made 

donations for the beautiful flowers to decorate our 

sanctuary! 

 Poinsettias  

Anonymous in Loving Memory of †Vern 
Dehaven, Sr. 
Annette Brocious in Loving Memory of †Russ 
and †Alma Bowser (my parents) 
Kathy Brown in Loving Memory of †Mark Brown 

Fritz and Gary Dreischerf in Loving Memory of 
†Shirley Dreischerf (wife and mother)   
Darrell and Joann Erdman 
Rollin and Patricia Duckwitz 
Terri and Richard Gerlach To the Glory of God 
for our many blessings 
The Glander Family in Loving Memory of †Ruth 
Glander and †Bill and †Evelyn Ott 
Doug and Sandy Grage 
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Steve Hempel in Loving Memory of †David, 
†Florence, †John, and †Robert Hempel and To 
the Glory of God for Beanue Cates  
Edison and Karen Johnson 
Harrison and Joyce Kimbrell To the Glory of 
God for their sons 
The Kirsch Family in Loving Memory of †Jean 
Carrie, †Delbert Kirsch, †George and †Betty 
Rosine 
Don and Joy Kulbacki  
Kurt and Carol Laser 
Joe McVoy in Loving Memory of †Treva McVoy 

Cheryl Nelson in Loving Memory of †Mark Nelson 
Paul and Pam Rugenstein 
Chester and Linda Rust 
Brad and Carrie Stecklein 
Norm and Rita Wellman 
Ralph and Betty Willis in Celebration of Melvin 
(12/3) and Gale (12/12) Smith birthdays 

A special thank you for 

everyone that helped 

decorate the church. 
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Rev. Karl P. Glander 

Organist: Holly Bell 
Elder: Paul Rugenstein 

Altar Guild: Marty Jurs, Pam Rugenstein 

Ushers: Darrell Erdman, Doug Grage 
Reader: Annette Brocious 

Acolyte: Raul Puga 

 

It has been great having 

you join us for worship! 

Please come again. 
 

 


