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Jesus  |  Colossians 1:15 |  February 14, 2021 
“Christ is the visible image of the invisible God.” 

Best to answer the questions today: 
• Who is Jesus? 
• Why Jesus? 

To use photography language, Creation forms the frame in which we see Jesus. Here is what 
we have heard in our series about Creation: 

• There is an inherent goodness of creation because it is God’s creation and he said that 
it is good. 

• We are reflections of God.  
• God is not done creating and renewing 
• God can be in creation as its maker, but he is differentiated from it. 
• Psalm 24 - God resides in and renews the space that we are in 

• Renewal from the inside out 
• Jesus had a physical presence to carry out this renewal 
• Jesus is not trying to get away from his creation, he is trying to be in his 

creation. 

Who is Jesus?  
• A great place to start is Colossians 1. 
• Jesus is the visible image of the invisible God. 
• To practically bring that big statement to be palatable, when we have questions about 

God: 
• Who is God? 
• What is God like? 
• What is God doing? 

• In answering these questions we can look to Jesus. Jesus is the visible image of the 
invisible God. 

• As Colossians also says, Jesus is God. He is the above all things. 
• This does not mean he was born first, rather, this means that he has claim to 

and presides over all creation, just as in the culture of the Old Testament 
and the 1st century the firstborn would have claim over all their father had.  

• The question of  “who is Jesus is a question of who is God.” 

DISCUSSION NOTES 



Why Jesus? 
• Jesus Calming the Wind and the Waves (Mark 4) 

• Jesus has authority over creation (even the wind and the waves obey him) 
• Jesus came to do the things that only God could do 
• We see in Jesus that “his arm is not too short” 

• Jesus is showing that although he may not show up the way you expect 
him to, he will not reach out to you and come up short. It is what we 
call omnipotent or all-powerful. 

• Jesus and Zacchaeus (Luke 19) 
• Jesus sees this little despicable man, the worst of the worst of society 

and he loves him.  
• This isn’t the only instance, the has dinner with tax collectors more than we 

would be comfortable with, he turns water to wine at a wedding that 
obviously had a serious party happening, and he sits several times and has 
meaningful conversations with people of ill repute 

• Why? 
• We are created in his image. And it was good. 
• When Jesus looked at Zaccheus, when he looked at Thomas the doubting 

disciple, when he looks at me, and when he looks at you, his thoughts are 
“you are beautiful”. You are beautiful!!!  

• Now, let’s not get carried away without a bit of a check-in, you are beautiful, 
God created you and said “it is good”, but we are also a little frayed at the 
edges.  

• Jesus doesn’t see his creation as a lost cause, but rather as a redemption story 
about to happen and continually happen. Jesus doesn’t see you as a lost 
cause, but rather as a redemption story about to happen and to continually 
happen. 

I would wonder if our view of Jesus needs a new lens. A lens that will help us to focus on the 
right things during the turbulent and difficult times that we are in right now. 

This new lens would help us to understand who we are as being created in God’s image. 

This new lens would also help us to understand that Jesus is the visible image of the invisible 
God.  

• What we see is that Jesus' arm is not too short. He is powerful enough to calm the 
natural elements, so he is powerful enough to move in that situation in your life 
right now. 

• What we see is that Jesus cares, we are his creation, and your brokenness today, put 
into the hands of Jesus will be your crown when your story of redemption is 
complete. 



Questions to ask yourself each day this week: 

Do I believe that in the situations that I am facing today that Jesus is powerful enough to 
move in them? 

Do I believe that in the situation that I am facing today that Jesus sees the brokenness and 
sees it as a redemption story in the making? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

•How does our understanding of Creation frame our understanding of Jesus? 

•In the midst of a pandemic, do you think our viewpoint of Jesus matters? Why or why 
not? 

•How does our understanding of Jesus power (Colossians – “He is above all things) 
influences our everyday actions? 

•Why might the understanding that Jesus sees our “frayed edges” as a redemption story 
in the making give us hope in these days? 


