
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FROM THE PASTOR 
What’s going on in your cocoon? Our 
little Covid bubbles are like cocoons.  
They can be safe, protective places 
while we await the vaccine and the 
health of the community all around 
us.  Butterflies are created in cocoons. 

They are transformed from gooey caterpillars to 
beautiful butterflies.  It has recently occurred to me 
that we can embrace our Covid time as a time of 
transformation.  What if we thought of these days as 
the time when we are butterflies-in-training? This is 
a time when we could be reflecting more, journaling 
our feelings and thoughts, praying, listening to 
Jesus…  This is a rich environment to grow and 
become!  I invite you to Lord of Life winter/Lenten 
activities to line your cocoon with rich, nurturing 
opportunities.  
 
At the same time, I fear that ugly things can take 
place in our cocoons as well.  Its very easy to 
marinade ourselves in resentment, sadness, and our 
own anger.  When we do this, we can turn inward in 
unhealthy ways.  We know that mental health, 
domestic violence, addiction, and the like are 
lurking in our communities, and in some of the 
cocoons in our communities. You can help by 
checking in on your neighbors and fellow church 
members.  And there is help for you as well if you 
aren’t feeling as safe and healthy as you would like. 
Your church is one call away or one YouTube 
recording or Zoom coffee hour or meet up away.  
During Lent we have lots of activities planned for 
safe interaction and 
metamorphosis into lovely 
butterflies for Jesus! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daily Bible Readings for Lent will  be the 
entirety of the Gospel of Mark 
 
When I was a little girl we sang William H Parker’s 
hymn, Tell Me the Stories of Jesus often in Sunday 
School.  The song goes like this: 

1. Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; 
Things I would ask Him to tell me if He were 
here; 
Scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, 
Stories of Jesus, tell them to me. 

2. First let me hear how the children stood round 
His knee, 
And I shall fancy His blessing resting on me; 
Words full of kindness, deeds full of grace, 
All in the love light of Jesus’ face. 

3. Into the city I’d follow the children’s band, 
Waving a branch of the palm tree high in my 
hand; 
One of His heralds, yes, I would sing 
Loudest hosannas, “Jesus is King!” 

4. Show me that scene in the garden, of bitter pain; 
Show me the cross where my Savior for me was 
slain; 
Sad ones or bright ones, so that they be 
Stories of Jesus—tell them to me. 

I invite you to sing along as we read the Gospel of 
Mark in its entirety (just 16 chapters) throughout 
Lent through the daily Bible reading and prayer on 
YouTube.  Mark is thought to be the oldest gospel.  
Mark didn’t know many of the traditions of Jesus 
that we know and love from reading the other three 
gospels.  No birth narrative, far fewer parables; 
Mark is a bare-bones gospel.   
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Mark is believed to be written to a non-Jewish 
audience, probably Romans, so he doesn’t refer to 
the Old Testament Law.  But Mark inserts us into 
the large crowds that surround Jesus and the action-
filled life that our Lord lead.  Mark focuses on 
events, not speeches or editorial comments.  
Wherever Jesus goes the crowds buzz with 
questions about his remarkable life.  “Is he the Holy 
One of God?”, “who is he, and how did he of all 
people get so much wisdom?”  Mark shows us, 
clearly God is loose on the earth in Jesus!  During 
our second Lent of the pandemic let’s listen to Mark 
and start planning our personal plans for spreading 
the word right here just as soon as we can break out 
of our cocoons.  “One of his heralds, yes, we will 
sing loudest hosannas, Jesus is king!”  
 

 
 
Let’s Read a Book Together! 
 
The Book of the Dun Cow (1978) is a fantasy novel 
by  Pastor Walter Wangerin, Jr..  Its an intriguing 
way to talk about good, evil and faith.  The book 
can be purchased from Amazon, we have one copy 
in our church collection or it can be borrowed from 
the library.  The church will do a bulk order from 
Amazon on Ash Wednesday, Feb 17.  If you would 
like to receive your copy this way call the church 
office to reserve a copy and then send $13.99 to the 
church to cover the cost.   

Meet the Call Committee 

 
 Rene Buchman   StaciePlzak    Don Dibbern     Caitlin Scarpeli  Janet Kardatzke  Jon Silkaitis  Elaine Sherman 
 
Rene Buchman.  Renee and her husband were members during the 1980s.  Renee was on the preschool board.  
Her husband was on council.  2014.  Her daughter was married at LoL. Her children and one of her grandsons 
were baptized at LoL. 30s, 40s and 60s. 
 
Don Dibbern has been a Lord of Life member for over 30 years, Council member, lay assistant, VBS, Santa 
Lucia, and Choir.  Chaired worship furnishing committee.  Served on previous Call Committee.  Don volunteers 
to help every chance he gets. 
 
Janet Kardatzke has been a member of Lord of Life for over 40 years, Served on Council, lay assistant, 
financial secretary, Vision team, Santa Lucia, and Anniversary Team. Janet is a retired real estate agent. 
 
Stacie Plzak. Stacie and her family have been members for 10 years.  Stacie is currently on the council.  Stacie 
and her 2 children are active in Sunday School. Her children received their first communion this year. 
 
Caitlin Scarpelli.  Caitlin has been a member for over 30 years.  She was baptized and confirmed at LoL.  She 
was on council.  She was an usher, assistant minister, and was /is on the Vision team and was a member of the 
last call committee. 
 
Jonathon Silkaitis.  Jon is an Eagle Scout and recently became a member.  Jon is one of the lectors at Lord of 
Life.  He is currently going to College of DuPage and working. 
 
Elaine Sherman. Lord of Life member for over 40 years. Served on Council, lay assistant, LCW, Preschool 
board, and Anniversary Team. She gives communion to shut-in members.  Elaine is the alternate member of the 
Call Committee.  
 
 
 



 Characteristics of a Good Call Committee 
• Widely respected 
• Able to maintain confidentiality 
• Good listeners 
• Flexible and experienced in working well 

in a group 
• Known to keep commitments and follow 

through on assignments 
 The council considered these characteristics 
 of an effective call committee noting  that 
 members should be diversified in age, sex, 
 interests, and length of time at LoL Thus, 
 among the selected are: 

• One person is in the 20s, range and three 
people are in the 70s range.   

• Some are married, some are single, some 
have young children and all have a variety 
of interests.   

• Both males and females  
• Individuals with membership ranging from 

less than 1 year to over 40.   
• Two people have been on the previous call 
committee.  

 
Highlights of the 2021 Annual Meeting 
• Verification of Quorum was met; 39 

members attended via in person and Zoom 
• The agenda was approved 
• Minutes of 2020 Annual Congregational 

meeting and Reports were approved 
• The following members were elected: to the 

church Council:  Marilyn Sells, Debbie 
McNichols, Aimee Jimenez, Art Kardatzke, 
Connie Allekian 

• The 2021 Budget was adopted.  This would 
be a deficit budget if giving remains on the 
current level 

• Amendments to the proposed Constitution to 
articles C10.03, C13.05 and C13.08 of the 
LoL constitution were approved. Proposed 
amended constitution was approved.  Some 
sections require a second vote. 

• Jonathon Silkaitis, Caitlin Scarpeli, Stacie 
Plzak, Rene Buchman, Don Dibbern, and 
Janet Kardatzke were presented as members 
of the Call Committee, Elaine Sherman is 
the alternate. 

• Carolyn Katt, Janet Kardatzke and Judy 
Padera were elected to the Nominating 
Committee 

• Congregational Recognition was given to 
Jim Kelly, Kathy Clinton, Mark Rokicki and 
Rosita Yao. Special thanks to Pastor Carole 
and outgoing president Arlene Danielson as 
well as outgoing council members Carolyn 
Katt, Judy Padera, Ron Matta, and Don 
Dibbern. 

• 2021 Council Members, members of the 
Call Committee and the Nominating 
committee were installed 
 

2021 Council Members 
Connie Allekian 
Arlene Danielson 
Aimee Jimenez 
Art Kardazke 
Debbie McNichols 
Stacie Plzak 
Sheila Ruh 
Sherry Sejnost 
Bobbie Sejnost 
Marilynn Sells 
Marla Suda     
Jim Kelly   Treasurer 
Pastor Carole Willer 

 
In Progress: Next Steps For Lord of Life 
 

GOOD NEWS: Lord of Life is moving forward in 
preparation for the search for a new permanent pastor. 
To accomplish this, several task forces have been 
formed. They are: 

ü Demographics Team: Sue Tomaszek, 
 Debbie McNichols, Carolyn Katt, Janet 
 Kardatzke and Arlene Danielson 
ü Finance team: Bob Eggert and Jim 
 Kelly 
ü Vision team:  Connie Allekian, Don 
 Dibbern, Judy Padera, Stacie Plzak, 
 Caitlin Scarpelli, Bobbie Sejnost, 
 Sherry Sejnost, Marilynn Sells, and 
 Pastor Carole 

Survey Says: 

The taskforce for Visioning for the Future has 
distributed a survey for community members to fill 
out and then return by Feb 28.  The results will be 
the basis for discussions and then completion of 
the Congregational Profile. 

 



December Council Meeting Highlights 

• Jon Silkaitis was installed as a new member  
• Nina Behrendt has applied for membership and 

will be installed in Feb. 
• In the future, any property to be removed from 

the church building must seek Council approval. 
• The Audit  Committee has met and is close to 

completing the tasks required for the Ministry 
Profile. 

• The PPP loan application will probably not be 
reviewed until March or later due to the 
administration change. 

• Arlene Danielson noted that although SDA and 
Loving Word Ministry did not use the facilities 
much, they made their contributions of Lord of 
Life on a regular basis. 

• In lieu of the Shrove Tuesday Dinner; the LCW 
will collect offerings to be used to purchase 
office and altar supplies for Lord of Life. 

• Mark Rokicki and the Property Committee 
painted and installed 2 new lights in Pastor 
Carole’s office. 

• The Nominating Committee nominated Marilyn 
Sells, Debbie McNichols, Aimee Jimenez and 
Art Kardatzke to serve on Council. 

 
 

Ash Wednesday- February 17 
 

Ashes to Go—drive through imposition 9-11am  6-
6:30 pm at the east entrance  
 
Ash Wednesday Worship 7:00pm in person and 
virtual. 
 
Plans for midweek services will be announced. 

 

 
Please remember the following 
people in your daily prayers:  
 

 
 

Please pray for members 
Roger Willer 
Kerry Spitznagle 
Dolores Schramm 
Brenda Slonek 
 
Pray for other family and friends … 

Lauren Fuentes- friend of Sherry Sejnost 
Bill Fuentes- friend of Sherry Sejnost 
Dave Shook 
Sue Horton, daughter of Toni Blesy 
Joseph Capozziello, son of Toni Blesy 
Former LoL members Ken and Bonly Dry 
Dick Eggert, Bob’s brother 
Provi Valentin, Elsy Eggert’s aunt 
Ella Jones, Eggert’s friends’ young child 
Gilbert, Elsy Eggert’s nephew 
Gloria Valentin, Elsy Eggert’s sister 
Carson, grandson of the Gullifords 
Stephen Plunkett, cousin of Carolyn Katt 
Jaden Rhode, grandson of the Mattas 
Scott Hutt, Judy Padera’s brother 
Joyce Adams, friend of Cor Peterson 
Jan Dubick, sister of Cor Peterson 
Ryan Hart, friend of Cor Peterson 
Dennis Schneider, friend of the Randas 
Marie Seaman, friend of Caryl Schaer 
Marion Sletten, friend of Caryl Schaer 
Bev, friend of Debi Scarpelli 
Lisa Schramm, granddaughter of Dolores 
Hannah Stapleton, great niece of the Sloneks 
Mary Wojtala, sister of LeeAnn Swanson 
Mary Haapoja, goddaughter of Mary Szyszka 
Margo Bonbrake, friend of the Waechters 
Ken Kettner, Sandy Waechter’s brother 
Don Michaels, brother-in-law of Nancy Zavattaro 
The Rinaldi’s, friends of Nancy Zavattaro 
Nance Nagy, friend of Nancy Zavattaro 
Bob, friend of Deanna Riha 
 

 
 

Brian Irizarry, Elsy Eggert’s grand nephew  
Anthony Modica, Denise’s son  

 
 

   
 
Ash Wednesday  February 17 
Passion Sunday  March 28 
Maundy Thursday  April 1 
Good Friday  April 2 
Resurrection Sunday- 1st Sunday of Easter 
             April 4 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church          
725 75th Street           
Darien, IL.  60561-4239          
630-323-3161           
 
Call us at (630) 323-3161  
Web Address: lordoflifedarien.org 
Visit the ELCA home page on the Internet at http://www.elca.org 
 
 
Address Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord of Life Staff 
Pastor Carole Willer 
Rosita Yao, Church Musician 
Kathy Clinton, Secretary (e-mail: LordLifeSec@aol.com) 
Mark Rokicki, Custodian 

 
 

All are welcome!                    Dated material-Please deliver promptly 
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Ash Wednesday Worship 7:00pm in person and virtual. 

 
Plans for midweek services will be announced. 

 


