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If you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ.   
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes all to 

his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host and our food, 
bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field and vineyard. 

Ash Wednesday  February 17, 2021 

GATHERING 
Prelude  
 

Welcome 
 

Invitation to Worship 
The leader reads the portions in regular print and all respond with the parts in bold. 
We are invited— 
Into the story, into this place, into this hour of worship. 
We are invited— 
Into reflection, into community, into our own spiritual journeys. 
We are invited— 
The broken and bruised, the hopeful, the new, the faithful, the doubting, the 
wondering, the waiting. 
We are invited— 
Because God so loved; 
So listen, trust the invitation, and bring your whole self. 
All are invited here. 

Psalm of Confession 
All sing the refrain and the verses are spoken. 

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and 
repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the 
earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads 
at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled to 
God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that 
“now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the 
fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 

Refrain 
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 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. Refrain 
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. Refrain 
 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: God be with you all. All:  And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray.  Creator God, 
All: out of your love you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to 

serve you and our neighbors. Re-create our hearts so we may live in your 
unending forgiveness. By your Holy Spirit renew our hope and call forth 
our prayers and acts of kindness. We pray with confidence in your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

WORD 
 

Reading Isaiah 58:1-3, 6-12 
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the 
ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute 
for genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering 
the homeless, and clothing the naked. Sincere repentance will lead to a dramatic 
improvement of their condition. 
AM: A reading from Isaiah. 

1Shout out, do not hold back! 
  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 2Yet day after day they seek me 
  and delight to know my ways, 
 as if they were a nation that practiced 
righteousness 
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their 
God; 
 they ask of me righteous judgments, 
  they delight to draw near to God. 

 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not 
notice?” 
 Look, you serve your own interest on your 
fast day, 
  and oppress all your workers. 
 
6Is not this the fast that I choose: 
  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
  to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, 
  and to break every yoke? 



4 

AM: Word of God, word of life.  All: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel  Matthew 6:1-8, 16-21 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, but 
emphasizes that spiritual devotion must not be done for show. 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Matthew.   All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
  and bring the homeless poor into your 
house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them, 
  and not to hide yourself from your own 
kin? 
 8Then your light shall break forth like the 
dawn, 
  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
 your vindicator shall go before you, 
  the glory of the Lord shall be your rear 
guard. 
 9Then you shall call, and the Lord will 
answer; 
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, 
Here I am. 
 If you remove the yoke from among you, 

  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of 
evil, 
 10if you offer your food to the hungry 
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
 then your light shall rise in the darkness 
  and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 11The Lord will guide you continually, 
  and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
  and make your bones strong; 
 and you shall be like a watered garden, 
  like a spring of water, 
  whose waters never fail. 
 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
  you shall raise up the foundations of many 
generations; 
 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
  the restorer of streets to live in. 

Jesus said to the disciples: 1“Beware of 
practicing your piety before others in order 
to be seen by them; for then you have no 

reward from your Father in heaven. 
  2“So whenever you give alms, do not 
sound a trumpet before you, as the 



5 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.    All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Message  Pastor Clark Brown 

Hymn of the Day Be Thou My Vision #793 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
 naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 
 thou my best thought both by day and by night, 
 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
 Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 
 raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 
 

3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 
 thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
 thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
 great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

4 Light of my soul, after victory won, 
 may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun! 
 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, so that they may be praised by 
others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward. 3But when you give alms, do 
not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be 
done in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 
  5“And whenever you pray, do not be like 
the hypocrites; for they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and at the street 
corners, so that they may be seen by others. 
Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into 
your room and shut the door and pray to 
your Father who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
7"When you are praying, do not heap up 
empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they 
think that they will be heard because of 
their many words. 8Do not be like them, for 

your Father knows what you need before 
you ask him. 
  16“And whenever you fast, do not look 
dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces so as to show others 
that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. 17But when you 
fast, put oil on your head and wash your 
face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not 
by others but by your Father who is in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you. 
  19“Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
consume and where thieves break in and 
steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
consumes and where thieves do not break 
in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.” 
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Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in an inviting God 
Who invites the poor and the sick, the outcast and the lonely, the immigrant and 
the refugee, the awkward and the abrasive, the young and the innocent. 
We believe God invites the best and the worst—in all of us. 
We believe God invites us to: 
A life of faith,  
A crowded table, 
A messy church, 
A deeper truth, 
A resilient joy, 
A place to belong, 
A family among strangers, 
A world that is just, 
And a love that knows no bounds. 
We believe this invitation exists for all people. 
We believe this invitation exists for us. 
And when we miss the call or ignore the invite, 
We believe that God invites us again. 
Thanks be to God for that invitational Spirit. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Lent 
Ash Wednesday marks the start of something new. We are standing at the door of a 
journey into deeper faith, and God is inviting us in. However, we know that we cannot 
grow deeper and be transformed without God’s help. So as we begin this season, we 
confess together, asking for God’s participation in this new beginning. We are asking 
God to hold open the door, saying together after each petition “Bring our hearts into the 
room.” 

Confession of Sin 
Let us pray. Holy God, we know that you are near, for you are always here, gathered 
among us, just a breath away. And despite knowing your nearness, we still stumble over 
ourselves, unsure of how to pray. 
Bring our hearts into the room. 
So often we talk to you like a stranger, praying prayers of small talk about the weather 
and surface level concerns. We keep genuine fear and doubt tucked into corners, out of 
sight, out of mind. 
Bring our hearts into the room. 
And so often we try to think our way to you, as if we could use logic or our minds alone 
to explain your great unknown. We forget what we knew as children; we forget how to 
feel our way to you. 
Bring our hearts into the room. 
And too regularly, we limit our experience of you to one hour a Sunday, missing your 
constant invitation into the holiness all around us. Forgive us. Guide us. 
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Bring our hearts into the room. 
We are here, God. We want to begin again. 
Bring our hearts into the room. Amen. 
Creating God, you made us from of the dust of the earth and breathed into us your Holy 
Spirit. May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, and remind us of the 
new and eternal life you give us through the cross of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

You may make the sign of the cross on your hand or forehead (or on those gathered with 
you) remembering our life in God’s creation: 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

Psalm of Renewal Psalm 51:7-12 

 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice. Refrain 
 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
 11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. Refrain 
  

Promise of Forgiveness 
Friends, whether you are standing at the door of a deeper faith journey, unsure of what 
comes next, or running your way through that threshold, you are claimed, forgiven, and 
loved by God. 
Again and again, we are forgiven. Again and again, we are loved. Again and again, 
we are invited in. 
Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen. 

Refrain 

Cre       -       ate      in me        a        clean heart 

re-new your    Spi -  rit      with  -   in        me. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 
need, responding to each petition with “hold us in your love.” 

O God, inspire us to proclaim the good news of Christ in our thoughts, words, and 
deeds, reconciling the world to you. God, of mercy, 
hold us in love. 
O God, you created all things and called them good. Direct us as good stewards of the 
mountains and valleys, of animals and plants, of everything and everyone you have 
made. God, of mercy, 
hold us in love. 
O God, hope to despairing, comforter to the sorrowful, healer to the afflicted, help those 
in need, especially Bill, Glenda, Sandy, David, Colbie, Dawn, Grant, the families and 
friends of Philip Caniglia and George Silva and those that we now name silently or 
aloud... (pause) God, of mercy, 
hold us in love. 
O God, fill with your grace those moving towards the door of baptism and all of us in 
this time of baptismal renewal. God, of mercy, 
hold us in love. 
O God, we give you thanks for those who have died in faith. Bring us with them to the 
feast of Christ’s death and resurrection. God, of mercy, 
hold us in love. 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Gathering of the Gifts 
Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions–for the 
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the wider church.  You may continue to send in 
your offering by postal mail or use our online giving option at www.sttim.org. 

 Create in Me #185 

Concluding Prayer 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  Merciful God, accompany our journey through these 
forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, 
pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our 
treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
All:  Amen. 

 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
 Cast me not away from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
 and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
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Pastor:  Christ, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

SENDING 
 

Psalm of Commission Psalm 51:13-15 

 13Let me teach your ways to offenders, 
  and sinners shall be restored to you. 
 14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, 
  and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness. 
 15O Lord, open my lips, 
  and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. Refrain 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 

Refrain 

Let                me     teach      your ways, 

and  sin - ners shall  re   -   turn      to        you. 
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Benediction 
Pastor: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
 chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. 

 God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,  
 in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
All: Amen 
 

Sending Song On My Heart Imprint Your Image #811 

Dismissal 
Assisting Minister:  

As you leave this space, 
May your mouth speak of God’s goodness. 
May your arms hold those in need. 
May your feet walk toward justice. 
May your heart trust its worth. 
May your soul dance in God’s grace. 
And may this be your rhythm— 
Again and again and again, 
Until God’s promised day. 
In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself, 
Go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   

 

Presiding Minister—Pastor Clark Brown 

Assisting Minister—Ida Barber 
Musician—Desma Johnson 

Cantors—Tom and Ida Barber 
Altar Care—Susan Smith 

Audio—Jim Helgason 
Streaming Video—Jody Emerson 

 On my heart imprint your image, 
 blessed Jesus, king of grace, 
 that life's troubles nor its pleasures 
 ever may your work erase. 

 Let the clear inscription be: 
 Jesus, crucified for me, 
 is my life, my hope's foundation, 
 all my glory and salvation! 
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Prayer Concerns 
Please remember in your prayers: 
 
Bill Dugger, fr iend of Pastor  Clark, following emergency hear t surgery. 
Glenda Tankersley, Ia Bolter ’s niece, in a nursing home on dialysis.  
The family and friends of George Silva, brother  of Pastor  Clark’s brother in law.  
The family of Philip Caniglia, father  of Steve Solomon’s friend Phyllis.  
Sandy Hoskin, undergoing cancer  tr eatment again. 
David Holland, husband of Dee Holland and brother  of Lucille Pires, undergoing 
chemo therapy for prostate and bone cancer.  
Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adr ian, 171/2  months old diagnosed with a neuro-
degenerative disease.  
Dawn Stallings, daughter  of Dolores, who has suffered a stroke.   
Grant Hobson, grandnephew of Matt Schulz, being treated for  leukemia, and his 
parents Claire and Luke.  
 
Healthcare workers on the front line of the pandemic and essential workers facing 
daily risk of disease. 
All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families). 
For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees. 
For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire 
Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the world. 

Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Torie Hamilton 
Rodger Marty 
Bonnie Bennett 
Jim McMullins 
Bill Reynolds 
Mary Lee Slater 
Marjonie Gabriel 
Tom Brown 
Aaron Grieg 

Byron Heppert 
Jacqueline Graham 
Gloria Llenaresas 
Riley Ann Holland 
Ronnie Lyons 
Irene McCloud 
Thomas Ansley 
Jackie Rullman 
Linda Henderson 

Beverly Schneideman 
Justice Gaudoin 
Peter Kracht 
Isabella Silva 
Randy Hoch 
Don Butler 
Mark Northcutt 
Helen Leikam 

Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
Textual and visual elements from Rev. Sarah Are, Lauren Wright Pittman, Hannah Garrity, Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity, Rev. Anna Strickland, 
A Sanctified Art LLC (sanctifiedart.org / @sanctifiedart). 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
Liturgy: WOV Setting 5 Bread of Life © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 
Be Thou My Vision, Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931 (public domain).  
Create in Me a Clean Heart Text: Psalm 51:10-12 (public domain). 
On My Heart Imprint Your Image Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856-1921 (public domain).  
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225          CCLI License #2883346          OneLicense License #A-706342 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 

F
eb

ru
a

ry 1
7

, 2
0
2

1
 

Notes and announcements 

 Study, pray, and discuss during the week: Join Pastors Clark and Tony: 
Wednesday 2PM Bible Study, Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesday at 6:30PM, 
and Sunday 11AM Pastors’ Forum. Email Pastor  Clark for  info: 
pastorclark@sttim.org. 

 “Stories of Faith in Action” Visit now to learn how your offering sustains and 
enhances ministries that lift up God’s people at LivingLutheran.org/SOFIA.  

 “Online Worship: All services are posted online to YouTube.  If you have 
internet access, our YouTube Channel is at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHP8hutt19neqHHHpbQPcDA  Please 
subscribe to our channel. Sunday live-streams are at 10 AM Pacific Time. 

 Social Hour: We have a social hour  on Zoom Sunday at 10:45 am.  Information 
for worship and the social hour will be emailed each week. If you want to be on our 
email list or have questions, email/call/text Pastor  Clark at 
pastorclark@sttim.org or 831-521-1818. 

 Preparing for communion.  Our online Sunday worship will include 
communion.  As you feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside 
some bread or crackers, and some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you 
need any of these items, please contact Ida Barber. 

 Prayer Concerns: Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or  changed prayer  
concerns at 375-1043. 

 Shopping etc.: Do you need help with shopping or  other  needs or  can volunteer  
to help? Please contact Pastor Clark at 831-521-1818 or pastorclark@sttim.org. 

 Hymnals: Would you like to borrow a hymnal while we are “sheltering in 
peace?”  Please contact the office and we will make arrangements.   

 Offering: Please remember  your  offer ings to St. Timothy as our  expenses 
continue and we experience loss of income from outside groups.  Offering can be 
mailed to the church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting 
our website www.sttim.org. 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.livinglutheran.org%2fsofia%2f&srcid=252050&srctid=1&erid=6979753b-d9a3-434e-8ee0-5ba63ee0f7f7&trid=6979753b-d9a3-434e-8ee0-5ba63ee0f7f7

